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Issue 3, 2020 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation 

Committee (UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  

Suggestions or comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 

292 San Diego Rd, Carbondale, IL, 62901 please contact the Coordinator by e-mail 

(neal_jackson@fws.gov) or phone (618.579.3129) and visit our website at http://

www.umrcc.org/ 

Chair Person’s Letter 
 

It is interesting how every month is aligned with numerous celebratory days/topics.  Like me, I’m confident you are 

looking toward the New Year with great hope. Therefore, I thought I would concentrate on January as a topic for this 

newsletter.  When we think of January, our thoughts most likely go to New Year’s resolutions. However, January is 

also the month of numerous celebratory topics, including National Hangover Day, which is closely aligned, I’m sure, 

with my favorite, National Bloody Mary Day.  But, more importantly, January is also National Mentorship Month.  Jan-

uary 7, 2021, is “I am a Mentor Day”.  As I careen through 30+ years in this profession I (and you!) love, I 

“philosophy”, as my MS professor Phil Bettoli would say, and begin to reminisce.  You’ve noticed we have been expe-

riencing a lot of turnover with retirements, folks moving on to greener pastures, and we wish them the best of luck. 

Still, it kind of scares us to see them leave; what does their contributions to management of our National Resource 

mean when they no longer collaborate with us on a daily basis? What does the future hold?   

 

When I first became a member of the UMRCC I was at the same time challenged with the task of replacing Bernie 

Schonhoff as he retired.  A monumental task, no doubt. Being so green to the River and “supervising” this stalwart of 

the UMR, the first thing that came to my mind was how do we sustain such knowledge?  How do we transfer his insti-

tutional knowledge?  

 

You and I both became resource managers because we were excited that there was actually a means to support us 

in our respect and care for these resources, a chance to do what we love and make a difference in this world. I have 

taken a little different path than most of you, I worked on impoundments for the first 20 years of my career, and then 

when I had the opportunity to supervise Iowa’s Mississippi River stations, I jumped at it.  It was an exciting challenge 

to work with a new group of enthusiasts; I’ve always loved the history and resources of this magnificent River, while at 

the same time recognizing its unique set of challenges. Still, I have to admit it remains a learning curve that I struggle 

to get on top of. Luckily, I have had great mentors that have guided me toward that goal, both young and 

“established”. I especially thank Jeff Janvrin and Griff, and their not so subtle prodding.  

 

You know this job is not easy, we are torn by trying to manage the resource while trying to advocate for it through 

phone calls, Facebook questions, reporters, and our constituents. What we are actually about, of course, is struggling 

to manage a great resource in the reality of many differing perspectives, some of them not our own. Our daily interac-

tions at boat ramps or public meetings have given us the opportunity to meet new people from other states and differ-

ent backgrounds, our peers that work for different agencies, universities, or private collaborations. I hope you agree 

with me that one of the most enjoyable aspects of our jobs is the interactions and challenges we meet with our di-

verse peers and constituents we meet along the way.  This is how we broaden our perspectives and learn about one 

another’s use of the Mississippi River. 

http://www.umrcc.org/
http://www.umrcc.org/
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When I consider the most rewarding part of my career, it has to be the mutual sharing of knowledge gained from my 

experiences with students, young professionals, and most of all, my “established” peers that have taken the time to 

enlighten me.  You know, mentoring comes in many forms.  It can be a structured event such as professional critique 

after student/professional presentations or the disheartening review of a project we’ve given our all to, but I believe 

the most beneficial mentoring happens when you take the initiative to invite a young person to join your “established” 

clique.  Raise a toast to those that have mentored you along your journey, and educate those new friends you have 

met about the mentors that have gotten you to this point in your career.  I have been lucky to belong to several pro-

fessional societies where I have received mentoring, and been a mentor throughout my career.  However, no society 

exemplifies the camaraderie that the UMRCC does toward our “established” cadre, and I simply want to encourage 

you to include our fledgling resource managers and scientists in your conversations so they may benefit by your 

mentorship.   

I know you do, I know you will.   

May God bless us all in 2021. 
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Ickes, B. S. 2020. Smallmouth buffalo (Ictiobus bubalus) growth across a 1200km human use and ecological disturb-
ance gradient in the Upper Mississippi River System. A completion report submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ Upper Mississippi River Restoration Program from the U.S. Geological Survey, LTRM-2020B12a. 16 pp.  Data 
release: https://doi.org/10.5066/P9JLN3HX  

Smallmouth buffalo (Ictiobus bubalus) is a common and widely distributed large-bodied species of the family 
Catostomidae.  It inhabits large rivers and reservoirs of the eastern continental United States and is most abundant 
and common in the large rivers of the Midwest and Central Plains.  Historically, smallmouth buffalo were an important 
component of commercial fisheries on both the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.  However, following the introduction of 
common carp (Cyprinus carpio) in the mid-1800s, the construction of a system of navigation dams on Upper Mississip-
pi and Illinois Rivers in the 1930s, and water quality/contamination issues through the 1980s, the role of smallmouth 
buffalo in the overall Upper Mississippi River System (UMRS) fish community and commercial fishery has generally di-
minished relative to historical standards.  
  
It is important to note that the population dynamics of fishes in large rivers is generally poorly understood, especially 
for non-game species.  The prevailing view is that abiotic factors largely govern inter-annual population dynamics, typi-
cally based upon rather short-term observations and correlations with assorted abiotic river attributes that vary on a 
seasonal or annual basis.  However, the role of long-term abiotic factors, or biotic factors internal or external to the 
population play in regulating populations remain poorly understood.  Achieving a greater understanding of these dy-
namics is important for stock, game, and invasive species management and requires information on species growth, 
mortality, and recruitment. 
  
Biochronology methods were used to develop a 36-year time series of smallmouth buffalo growth in the Upper Missis-
sippi and Illinois Rivers across a 1200-km ecological and human use disturbance gradient.  Annual growth intervals 
were identified and measured from otoliths to determine fish age and growth history.  A mixed model that parses the 
growth increment into age and year effects was fit to these data.  Given the pronounced ecological and disturbance 
gradients inherent to the UMRS and the study domain, an a priori expectation of differing patterns in growth was ac-
cepted as a null hypothesis to test. 

  
The model results suggest bigmouth buffalo reach sexual maturity by age-6, irrespective of study reach and the pro-
nounced ecological and impairment gradients that exist across the study domain.  Similarly, all six study reaches 
demonstrated similar annual growth histories irrespective of the pronounced ecological and disturbance gradient in-
herent to the study domain, leading to the conclusion that bigmouth buffalo growth is likely driven by basin-scale driv-
ers rather than local environmental, impairment, or exploitation circumstances. 

Recent Publications 

https://doi.org/10.5066/P9JLN3HX
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UMR News 

Systemic invasion of the Upper Mississippi River by flowering rush in 2020, Deanne Drake, WIDNR 
 
In 2020 the exotic invasive flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) has made a sudden, widespread appear-
ance in vegetated portions of the Upper Mississippi River.  It was first documented on 20 June by Kyle Bales 
(IA DNR LTRM) in Pool 13, and has since been described in at least 20 additional locations in Pools 4, 5, 8, 
and 13 by LTRM field crews, the USFWS and members of the public.  Invaded patches range from just a few 
plants to thousands of plants occupying several hectares.  The largest infestations observed to date occur 
along Catfish Slough in Pool 4, near Reno Bottoms spillway in Pool 8, and south of Goose Island in Pool 
8.  Previously, the only known documented occurrences in the Upper Mississippi were in Pool 8, where sev-
eral plants were detected in 2015 by Ruth Nissen, WI DNR, and in Pool 13 where over 22 years of monitor-
ing 39 occurrences were recorded between 2009 and 2016.  Flowering rush is currently listed as a prohibit-
ed species in Michigan, Minnesota, and Illinois, and as a restricted species (but still available) in Wiscon-
sin.  Flowering rush, a Eurasian species, was introduced as a decorative plant for its showy pink flowers, and 
has been in the Midwest since the 1900s. 
 

 

A large patch of flowering rush south of Goose Island in Pool 8.  Inset shows flowers. 

  
This species can exist in a submersed form, which resembles wild celery (Vallisneria americana), or in the 
far more obvious emergent form.  Although this large plant is obvious when it is flowering, it can be difficult 
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to identify when not in flower. It co-occurs with and closely resembles several native emergent plants, par-
ticularly one morphological variant of stiff arrowhead (Sagittaria rigida). Variations and especially reduc-
tions in water level spur germination of flowering rush, resulting in rapid colonization.  The low water con-
ditions of 2020, following several years of high water, may have stimulated the widespread appearance of 
its emergent, flowering form.   
  
http://misin.msu.edu/facts/detail/?project=misin&id=46&cname=Flowering%20rush 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICRA Celebrates 30 years, Awards inaugural River Champions 

The Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association (MICRA) celebrated it’s 30th anniversary last 
month.  Organized in 1991, MICRA is a partnership to improve management of interjurisdictional fish and 
other aquatic resources within the basin (look at the first MICRA newsletter here).  Federal agencies and 
federally chartered entities that manage and regulate Mississippi River Basin resources across states also 
participate in the MICRA partnership.  As part of it’s 30th anniversary celebration, MICRA announced Jerry 
Rasmussen and Bobby Reid as the recipients of it’s inaugural River Champion Award.  Bobby was one of the 
most active members during MICRA’s most active years, serving as a member and chair of MICRA’s Paddle-
fish and Sturgeon Committee, chair-elect and chair of the Executive Board, from 2007-2011.  Bobby partici-
pated in one of the first MICRA sponsored Congressional visits, helping MICRA build awareness and relation-
ships on Capitol Hill.  Bobby served closely with Jerry Rasmussen, who was instrumental in the formation of 
MICRA and served as the first coordinator of MICRA (1991-2007) after his time spent as coordinator of the 
UMRCC (1978-1987).  Jerry is well known for his relentless passion for managing sustainable fisheries and 
aquatic resource in the Mississippi River Basin that was evident in his ‘resources first approach’ throughout 
his career.  Jerry and the founding delegates succeeded in bringing a concept for improved interjurisdiction-
al fisheries management throughout the Mississippi River Basin to life through the development of a Coop-
erative Resource Agreement that was signed by 28 state agency directors, federal agencies, and tribal enti-
ties.  The agreement paved the way for basinwide partnership of state agency fish chiefs to coordinate the 
management of shared fishery resources for the past 30 years.  Congratulations to MICRA, Bobby, and Jerry 
on their accomplishments!  

River News 

http://misin.msu.edu/facts/detail/?project=misin&id=46&cname=Flowering%20rush
http://micrarivers.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/river-crossings-vol-1-iss-1.pdf
micrarivers.org
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UMRCC News 

The purpose of the UMRCC library has been to serve as a clearinghouse for Mississippi and Illinois River related published and 

grey literature.  Submittals to the library can also include resources that contribute to our understanding of these rivers and their 

ecosystem.  Additionally, the library has been the archive of the UMRCC’s records since 1943.   

The UMRCC approached UWL Murphy Library in February 2017 with a proposal to form a collaborative partnership for housing 

the collection and making it digitally available.  The digital collection became available by March 2019 and was unveiled at the 

UMRCC’s 75th Annual Meeting.  Murphy Library Digital Collections houses the original documents and maintains a searchable 

online version of the scanned documents. 

This collaboration necessitates development of mutually agreed upon guidelines for submittal of future materials for the UMRCC 

collection.   

General Guidelines for Digital and Non-Digital Submittals:   

All library submittals should be coordinated through the UMRCC Coordinator, or Designee 

Do not submit directly to Murphy Library Digital Collections unless told to do so by the UMRCC Coordinator or designee.  

Donations of many items (i.e. an agency or personal library of river related materials) must first be approved by the UM-

RCC Executive Board and representative from UWL Murphy Library Digital Collections.  If approved, an ad hoc committee 

may be formed to review the materials for duplicative items, prioritize items to be scanned, etc.  

To facilitate cataloging of materials, please consider including the following information with your submittals: 

River Name(s) 

Pool (if applicable) 

State(s) 

Publication date 

Keywords 

NON-DIGITAL MATERIALS:  (Hard copy or original maps, printed photos, reports, notes, files, etc.) 

1.  UMRCC member will first search UMRCC library catalog at Murphy to confirm it is not part of the collection. 

2.  Item(s) will be provided to the UMRCC Coordinator, or designee, who will temporarily store items. 

3.  UMRCC Coordinator, or designee, will provide non-digital items annually (June/July) to Murphy Library. 

4.  Transfer of materials may occur at other times of the year with approval from Murphy Library representative. 

DIGITAL MATERIALS:  If an item is available electronically, it can be added to the collection.  For items that are available digitally 

and in print format, please also provide a hard copy for archiving (i.e. UMRCC Proceedings, any UMRCC authored/sponsored pub-

lication, etc.). 

Documents:   

Preferred format: PDF 

Acceptable alternative formats: .doc, .docx, .*xls, .xlsx 

All documents are converted to PDF prior to ingest into the digital collections. 

 *Excel spreadsheets should also work, noting that they will be converted to PDF as well. 

 UMRCC Guidelines for Submittal of Materials 

to University of Wisconsin Murphy Library Digital Collections 

https://www.uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/collections/digital-collections/umrcc-collection/  

https://www.uwlax.edu/murphylibrary/collections/digital-collections/umrcc-collection/
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 Photographs: 

Preferred format: JPG or TIF 

Requested descriptive metadata:  

Identify those pictured 

Identify location pictured 

Date 

Photographer 

Additional context or relevance of image 

Any other pertinent information about the image 
 

Quality: Images of adequate resolution and file size are preferred, but uniqueness and potential intellectual value are vital in 

evaluating images for inclusion into the digital collections. Technically speaking, the larger the file size the higher the 

quality of image. The overall quality of an image should be determined using a combination of uniqueness, intellectual 

value, relevance, resolution, and file size. 

 

Submission of Digital Materials by UMRCC Coordinator to Murphy Library Digital Collections:  

When:  Monthly or as mutually agreed upon 

How:  Email attachment, USB, or online drop boxes are all suitable means of transferring electronic content. Emails can be 

directed to dmindel@uwlax.edu. 

 

2021 Spring Virtual Meeting  

March 15-19, 2021 

Stay tuned for more details 

Reimbursements for 2020 spring meeting registrations will be 

provided by check to the address provided during registration.  

Note this location may be a work address where mail is moni-

tored less closely during current work from home circumstanc-

es. 

 

mailto:dmindel@uwlax.edu


8 

Cancellations 

Dear UMRCC Membership,   

 Unfortunately, I am writing to inform the vegetation enthusiasts that we will be canceling Pool 9 and 
Pool 10 submerged vegetation sampling this year. Due to the large number of volunteers that partici-
pate from multiple agencies and numerous states, myself and the Wildlife Technical Section Chair, Brenda 
Kelly, made the decision to cancel the upcoming sampling event due to COVID-19. This was a difficult deci-
sion to make, but putting your safety first, it was the right thing to do. We will discuss future sampling 
dates and locations at our spring business meeting in March. I hope to see everyone at the next vegetation 
sampling event!   

Kyle Bales 

See you in 2021!! 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Randy Schultz - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR—Brighton, IA 

UMRCC Vice-Chairperson 

Matt Vitello - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO  

UMRCC Board Members 

Meagan Moore  - Minnesota Delegate-Minnesota DNR  - Lake City, MN 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Dave Glover - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Havana, IL 

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Rebekah Anderson - Fish Section Chairperson - Illinois DNR - Oglesby, IL 

Brenda Kelly - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Shawn Giblin - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Matt Markley - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO 

Zeb Seacrist - Mussel Section Chairperson - Minnesota DNR - Lake City, MN 

Matt Vitello - OREIT Section Co-Chairs - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Neal Jackson - Coordinator - USFWS - Carterville, IL 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the          

preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, 

plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 


