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Summer 2019 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation 

Committee (UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  

Suggestions or comments regarding its content should be directed to the coordinator by 

e-mail (neal_jackson@fws.gov) or phone (618.579.3129) and visit our website at http://

www.umrcc.org/ 

Howdy River Rats, 
  
Have you ever reflected on what the UMRCC means to you?  Does it match up with the objectives 
from the UMRCC’s constitution?  
  

“… to provide a framework for facilitating cooperation between the states for studies of the 
natural resources of the river, exchange of information about the river and its problems at 
regular meetings, and promotion of cooperation in resource management of interstate water 
including development of more uniform laws and regulations affecting use of natural re-
sources of the river.” 

 
When these objectives were first developed, the UMRCC was the forum for River coordina-
tion.  Over the years, the UMRCC membership was a catalyst for many changes in River manage-
ment due to our dedication, the science we gathered/shared and actions we influenced.  Today, 
the forums for coordination are an alphabet soup of partnerships: RRAT, FWIC, FWWG, RRF, 
RRCT, UMRBA, UMRRCC, A-Team,…Yet at the heart of all these groups is the membership of the 
UMRCC.  
  
We are moving into the last few months of our 75

th
 year.   The list of past UMRCC accomplish-

ments is impressive and sets the bar high for our future.  The UMRCC Executive Board will be 
spending most of its November meeting focusing on what our organization’s priorities, responsibili-
ties and roles are within the partnership of today and the future.  Please share any thoughts and 
ideas with your Executive Board representative or Tech Section chair over the coming months. 
  
In closing I would like to share my reflection on the questions asked: The objectives of the UMRCC 
have stood the test of time and continue to be relevant today.  These objectives create an organi-
zation where comradery, science and management intersect.  While various other partnership 
groups of today duplicate some of what the UMRCC once did, one aspect other groups have not 
duplicated is found in the collective expertise of our technical sections -- the foundation of the UM-
RCC.      

        -Jeff Janvrin, WIDNR, Chair 

Chairperson’s Letter 

http://www.umrcc.org/
http://www.umrcc.org/
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UMR Updates 

Andy Meier (USACE) and Erin Adams (USFWS) hosted 
the UMRCC forest inventory (FI) effort in the Black 
River Bottoms, Mississippi River Pool 7 on July 10-11, 
2019. The primary goal was to inventory 250 acres of 
forest and to incorporate that data into the USACE-
developed Forest Management Geodatabase (FMG) 
for data summary and analysis. These data points in 
the FMG provide a snapshot of forest health and spe-
cies diversity that is made available to land manag-
ers, academics, and USGS research partners for re-
search and management purposes. 

The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish 
Refuge (UMRNWFR) is home to the largest contigu-
ous stretch of floodplain forest in the continental 
U.S., but extended flooding and invasive species are 
changing the structure and diversity of our forest 
resources. In the UMRNWFR – La Crosse District, the 
Black River Bottoms area contains important habitat 
for Refuge resources of concern; red-shouldered 
hawks, prothonotary warblers, Eastern massasauga 
rattlesnakes, and bats, as well as other rare species 
like Blanding’s turtles and wood turtles. This area also serves as a migratory corridor between the Mississippi River and inland hab-
itats in the Van Loon State Wildlife Area and further upstream along the Black River.  

Thirty-six people participated in the UMRCC FI survey, hailing from the USFWS’s UMRNWFR - Winona, La Crosse and McGregor 
Districts, the USACE’s St. Paul and Rock Island Districts, Wisconsin DNR, University of Wisconsin - La Crosse, and local volunteers. 
Participants were divided into teams of seasoned and new surveyors. Sites were selected within 1000 feet of the Black River so 
teams could paddle to them by canoe or kayak and then walk to their assigned areas. The teams followed the USACE FMG proto-
col for forest inventory. Data for the plot and for selected trees around the plot were entered directly into the FMG field data geo-
database using the ArcCollector app on tablet computers. The weather was ideal, mosquitoes were mild, the wildlife abundant, 
and the Black River cooperated (6.4 feet, Galesville gauge) in the midst of a long flood season. 

In total, the group surveyed 97 sites (fixed) and 1,090 trees (prism) and added them to the FMG for the two-day effort. The data 
illustrated that the primary tree species in the Black River Bottoms are silver maple, but other species like ash, swamp white oak, 
American elm and river birch occur throughout this mature forest with a sparse understory. Some surveyed areas had young ash, 
prickly ash, and smaller swamp white oak creating a shrubby understory. Reed canary grass dominated the herbaceous layer at 
some sites close to the banks, but other areas contained a diversity of nettles, poison ivy, rice cutgrass, smartweed, swamp dock, 
blue flag iris, and other native species. Many participants noted that the forest structure and composition along the Black River 
had a slightly different feel from the areas where they typically work along the Mississippi River. 

Many thanks to the participants, and their supervisors, and the UMRCC Wildlife Tech Section for assistance with the UMRCC forest 
inventory in Pool 7. In addition to the forest data collected by the teams, other outcomes of the effort were networking opportu-
nities for all participants and improved education about floodplain forests on the UMR and its major tributaries. The data collected 
and connections formed from this UMRCC survey effort will inform both Refuge-scale and regional-scale forest management deci-
sions moving into the future. 

UMRCC Forest Inventory Erin Adams and Andy Meier, USACE 

All UMRCC FI Crews, Day 1 (Photo: Tim Miller/USFWS) 
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USFWS Interns collecting FI data for the UMRCC Forest 

Inventory (Photo: Andy Meier/USACE) 

Andy Meier heading into the Black River Bottoms, Day 1 

(Photo: Erin Adams/USFWS)  

Project area for the UMRCC Forest Inventory – Black River 

Bottoms, Pool 7. Blue were collected by Refuge staff from 

2017-2019. Yellow were collected by the UMRCC effort in 

2019. 

Forest Inventory 
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UMRCC Wildlife Technical Section Summer Vegetation Sampling 
-Kyle Bales, IADNR 
 

We had a very successful sampling day! We had 232 sites to sample and competed all but three the 
first day. The three missed sites were shallow sites that we sampled a few days later. This was the 
first year bringing back turbidity samples and they worked out pretty well. We had 71 people attend 
with 21 boats. Participating agencies include USFWS, USACE, UMBRA, IA DNR, Retired IA DNR, 
IL DNR, MN DNR, and WIDNR.  
 
Thanks again for all of your help and boats! 

UMR Updates 

Below: Jeff Janvrin (WIDNR) and Beth Weber (ILDNR) photo 

crediit:  Jeff Horn (ILDNR) 

Left: Ryan Murphy (IADNR) photo credit: Karen Osterkamp (IADNR) 
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 UMR Update 

USACOE 

 
Observations of the Bowfishing Association of America (BAA) World Champion-
ship June 29-30, 2019 Winona, MN -MNDNR 
 
MN DNR Fisheries staff from Lake City and St. Paul attended the BAA World Championship event to:  
- Ensure that any invasive carp taken in the tournament were transferred to DNR for processing.  
- Attempt to quantify the number of fish taken, by species, because the weigh-in process generally does not include a 
species breakdown.  
- Interact with bowfishers and learn more about this sport and competitive events.  
- Provide information to participants and general public on native and invasive fish species.  
- Two Grass Carp were brought in as part of the tournament harvest. No other invasive carp were taken during tourna-
ment hours. However, two Silver Carp were captured the week prior to the tournament. One of these was shot by a 
bowfisher and the other jumped into a boat that was scouting for the tournament. Both fish were turned over to MN 
DNR. 
 

The above is a short description of a full report that was shared by MNDNR.  That report was presented to UMRBA and discussed at 

the August 20th meeting in La Crosse.  The event brought about a number of concerns that are specific to bowfishing, but also high-

lights previous concerns: 

Shallow drive motors are common now among bowfishers and other user groups and allow access to areas of the UMR that 

were not previously accessible. 

Motors, airboats, lights may cause disruption of wildlife and fish in the UMR 

Harvest of “rough fish” may be high and is not currently well understood 

The UMRCC Fisheries and Wildlife technical sections will consider the report and the above concerns at this fall’s meeting. 
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 BAA Tournament 
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BAA Tournament 
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UMR News 

The Return of the Tern: A Nesting Success Story 

Interior least terns once commonly nested on sandbars and banks along 

the upper Mississippi River.  However, alterations to the river’s hydrology over the 

past two centuries have disrupted the natural formation of sandbar habitat that the 

terns depend on. This has resulted in a sharp decline in the interior least tern popu-

lation and in 1985, they were listed as federally endangered. In 2008, biologists from 

the USACE Rivers Project Office collaborated with natural heritage biologist Brad 

Semel from the Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources and 

avian ecologist Mike Ward from the Illinois Natural 

History Survey to develop an artificial tern nesting 

habitat using pontoon type barges covered with a layer 

of sand and rocks. The following April, two barges 

were attached together and anchored in Ellis Bay, lo-

cated adjacent to the Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in West Alton, MO,  and the result 

was 1,500 square feet of an artificial sandy island.  Least terns began to use it that same year, 

with 16 nests and 26-31 fledglings recorded on the barge in 2009.  

Biologists from USACE and out partners at Audubon monitor number of least tern 

adults, nests, eggs, and chicks on the barge throughout the nesting season from late

-May to mid-July. Since its establishment, the barge has had tern activity recorded 

every season despite predatory events and structural complications. Our team be-

gan partnering with the World Bird Sanctuary in 2017 to band the tern chicks reared 

on the barge.  A color band is used to visually sight the year the tern was banded – 

red for 2017, green for 2018, and white for 2019 – while a silver USGS band can 

used to identify the individual nationally through a database. 

This year was our most successful 

nesting season yet with a total of 

47 nests, 74 eggs, and more than 60 chicks observed throughout the season. 

Of those chicks, 46 were banded. These numbers can partially be attributed to 

the historic flooding from May to July. High water meant very few sandy areas 

were exposed during nesting season. Our floating habitat, fortified with fenc-

ing to prevent predation, served as one of the few above-water areas suitable 

for nesting.  

This season made history in other ways as well: we recorded our first 

sighting of a previously banded tern chick returning to Riverlands. This image, 

taken by our trail cameras on the tern barge, shows an adult that was banded 

by our team in 2017. This exciting news gives us hope that the creation of arti-

ficial nesting habitat can effectively help sustain and promote the return of 

the interior least tern to its former breeding range. It also highlights what can 

be accomplished through the collaboration of federal, state, and non-

governmental organizations towards the conservation of endangered species.  

The least tern barge is located in Teal 

Pond at the Riverlands Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary in West Alton, MO 

Least tern chicks and eggs cam-

ouflage with their sandy nesting 

area for protection.  

Our biologists have teamed up with the 

World Bird Sanctuary to band tern 

chicks since 2017 
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Celebrating Birds and the UMRCC 

On May 11, 2019, Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge cel-

ebrated World Migratory Bird Day in conjunction with the 

75th birthday celebration of the UMRCC.  It was a beautiful 

spring day with a number of different events and activities 

for visitors to enjoy.  From early morning bird hikes to pho-

tography workshops, the event drew over 350 visitors 

throughout the morning.  Bird banding demonstrations were 

one of the highlights of the morning where visitors of all ages 

could learn about how biologists capture, band, and release 

birds.  It was a wonderful event and opportunity to do some 

outreach about the UMRCC and the partnerships that have 

formed over the years to get conservation work done on the 

Mississippi River. 

UMR News 

River Rat Retirement 
 
After more than 30 years of devoted service, Ann Runstrom is hanging up her wet suit and 
retiring from the US Fish and Wildlife Service La Crosse Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Office. 
Throughout her career, Ann has been involved in a variety of activities to help manage and 
restore lake sturgeon and paddlefish populations in the Minnesota and Wisconsin region of 
the Upper Mississippi River basin and on the Menominee Indian Reservation.  In addition, 
Ann was an active member of the R3 Dive Team and was involved with the restoration and 
management of native mussels. Most recently Ann served as Aquatic Invasive Species coor-
dinator for the La Crosse FWCO where she guided the work of several staff members. 

Ann greatly enjoyed working with the tribal communities of Minnesota and Wisconsin. She 
was instrumental in assisting the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin start their lake stur-
geon restoration program which now supports a tribal fishery.  She also assisted with other 
fishery management activities on the reservation including stream habitat improvement. 

Additionally, Ann spent many years working alongside with the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission to assess wall-
eye populations in Minnesota and Wisconsin lakes. 

Ann was a long-standing member of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC), where she was at home 
with fellow river-rats who shared her deep passion for the river. 

Ann is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point and earned an M.S. in Fisheries Management from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Early in her career she worked for the Service at the Jordan River National Fish Hatchery, the Sea Lamprey 
Control Program in Marquette, Michigan and when she was a student she spent a summer with Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources studying walleye on the Wisconsin River.  

Known for her kindness and willingness to help out, Ann touched the lives of so many during her time with the Service.   We are 
grateful for her hard work and dedication to preserving the natural resources she is so passionate about.   Please join us in 
wishing her the best of luck in her retirement. 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

 UMRCC Vice-Chairperson 

Randy Schultz - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Brighton, IA 

UMRCC Board Members 

Rob Maher - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR—Alton, IL 

Matt Vitello - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO  

Megan Moore  - Minnesota Delegate-Minnesota DNR  - St. Paul, MN 

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Jordan Weeks - Fish Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Mike Flaspohler - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Missouri DC - Hannibal, MO 

Shawn Giblin - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Trevor Tracey - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Zeb Secrist - Mussel Section Chairperson - Minnesota DNR - Lake City, MN 

Scott Gritters - OREIT Section Chair - Iowa DNR - Bellevue, IA 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Neal Jackson - Coordinator - USFWS - Carterville, IL 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the          

preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, 

plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

 

UMRCC Digital Library 

https://digitalcollections.uwlax.edu/jsp/RcWebBrowse.jsp?browse_layout=GRID&browse_start=0&browse_items=48&browse_sort=Publication%20Date&browse_show_facets=true&browse_facet_sort=ALPHANUMERIC&browse_cid=5cf2f948-f597-4778-a79a-8f4db79ff5af

