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                    A MESSAGE FROM THE UMRCC 

                                  EXCUTIVE BOARD CHAIRPERSON 

Greetings,  

Managing the fishery of a river system like the Upper Mississippi that 
makes up the boundary of five states is a daunting task.  Not only is it a 
very renowned and diverse world-class ecosystem, but also its 
management is multi- jurisdictional with often common or over-lapping 
responsibilities between state and federal agencies .    

Many threats of today, such as the introduction of aquatic nuisance 
species ,  were almost unknown 25 years ago and likewise ,  some of the 
future threats are unknown today.  The Upper Mississippi River 
Conservation Committee (UMRCC)  in my mind is an organization that 
represents a very valuable format to help better coordinate the 
management of this type of ever-changing natural resource.      

This fisheries plan is the culmination of two years of hard work by many 
very dedicated people .   I can ’t thank them enough for their efforts .   It 
sets five broad goals with specific measurable objectives ,  strategies ,  and 
performance measures that give us a common point of reference to better 
manage this major aquatic resource into the future.   Also ,  this plan will  
help us prioritize our fishery resource needs so that we can coordinate 
our work to get the best bang of the management effort for this 
magnificent resource that is being held in the publics trust .     

It is my hope that we can use this plan to track our successes and learn 
from our mistakes and frustrations to help make this river “be the best 
that it can be” .   As the current UMRCC Executive Board chairperson, I 
am extremely proud to roll  this plan out.  I encourage you to read it ,  
discuss it ,  and ultimately use it for the betterment of OUR River, the 
Magnificent Mississippi .  

      Ron Benjamin  
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Committee Chairperson 
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Conservation Committee 
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Principles 
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UMRCC Objectives and  
             Guiding Principles 

 

To promote the preservation and wise 
utilization of the natural and 
recreational resources of the Upper 
Mississippi River 

To formulate policies, plans, and 
programs for carrying on cooperative 
surveys and studies 

To keep necessary records, publish, 
and distribute reports 

To make recommendations to the 
governing State bodies in the 
furtherance of the objectives of the 
UMRCC 

                                          PLAN IMPETUS AND SCOPE 

 

This strategic fisheries plan was developed out of a necessity to update a previous plan, the 
Upper Mississippi River Fisheries Plan 1994-2003, which was written by members of the 
UMRCC Fish Technical committee in 1993.  The early plan was written to cover a 10-year 
period.  In order to write a new plan, another Fish Technical Committee subgroup was formed 
and a facilitator engaged to assist with the effort. This Executive Brief is a companion document 
and abbreviated version of the new plan.  Much of the previous plan has been incorporated; 
however, this updated version will focus mainly on fishery concerns and issues.  Therefore, 
when other strategic plans such as those for water quality, freshwater mussels, or the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Comprehensive Conservation Plan are available, those concerns and 
issues will be referenced to the appropriate plan, but not included in this document.  In addition, 
each of the plan goals is generally structured in three sections that include:  1) determining and 
documenting the current status of the goal; 2) developing a process to address the goal needs, 
and; 3) monitoring and evaluating the process.  Finally, it is the intention of this fisheries 
strategic plan to define and update those concerns and issues that will help chart a clear path:  a 
path that will provide the necessary holistic approach for river resource management while 
ensuring a healthy UMR fishery into the future. 

                        ABOUT THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was formed in 1943, by 22 fisheries biologists and natural 
resource managers with an interest in conserving the fish and wildlife resources of the Upper Mississippi River.  In 1948, the 
UMRCC Executive Board was established along with technical committees that include fisheries, wildlife, water quality, recreation, 
and law enforcement.  Sub-committees include vegetation, freshwater mussels, publications and education.  Over the years, the 
member states of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri and Wisconsin have joined forces with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and others to provide continuing cooperation between 
conservation and regulatory agencies responsible for fish, wildlife and recreation management on the UMR.  The present 
membership has grown to more than 200 resource managers including state, federal and non-governmental agencies.  Therefore, 
an important role for the UMRCC continues to be to provide a forum for discussion and resolution of the many management issues 
facing the present day Upper Mississippi River.  This dedicated group remains committed to ensuring that the UMR will continue to 
be an environmentally healthy ecosystem, while providing a sustainable source of food, recreation, and commercial needs for 
future generations. 
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    UMRCC FISH PLAN GOALS 

   

1.  Restore and maintain the biological 
diversity of the Upper Mississippi 
River (UMR) biota and the richness of 
its native fish fauna. 

2. Restore and maintain aquatic 
habitat and the ecological integrity of 
the UMR. 

3. Provide improved and sustainable 
recreational and commercial fishing 
opportunities on the UMR through 
unified UMRCC state management 
strategies. 

4. Slow or eliminate the spread or 
introduction of aquatic nuisance 
species, including pathogens, to the 
UMR. 

5. Inform, educate, and involve the 
public in resource issues affecting the 
UMR. 

                PLAN GOALS AND PRIORITY STRATIGIES FOR A SUSTAINABLE UMR FISHERY 
The Upper Mississippi River is one of the most renowned, productive, diverse, and iconic riverine ecosystems in the world.  
There are enormous challenges facing the UMR with its many needs and public expectations.  In addition, no single 
governmental agency has total control over its management.  There is, due to state and federal laws, a multi-agency effort 
to manage the resource where jurisdiction and management responsibilities often overlap.   Consequently, it is very 
difficult to obtain a holistic approach for river management including all the agencies that are tasked with protecting and 
managing the resource.  Since 1943, however, the UMRCC has provided such a forum for agencies and environmental 
groups to come together and discuss river issues.  This forum has been very useful in providing a coordinated common 
vision to better manage the resource.   It is the intention of this fisheries strategic plan to define needs and priorities that 
will help chart a clear path:  a path that will provide the necessary holistic approach for river resource management while 
ensuring a healthy UMR fishery into the future.  To help in this effort, two strategies were selected from each of the five 
goals as high priorities and key performance measures were selected from all of the plan strategies. 

                                                   PRIORITY STRATIGIES 

 
From GOAL 1.  Prepare an action plan for restoring and maintaining the relative abundance and species 
richness of the native UMR fishery. 

Develop a standardized methodology for assessment of fishery community response to restoration 
actions at appropriate scales. 

From GOAL 2.  . Develop reasonable and measurable habitat based goals and objectives to be 
incorporated into a variety of UMR planning efforts and restoration, enhancement and maintenance 
management actions. 

Identify critical fish habitat such as overwintering, spawning, etc. for enhancement and/or protection. 

From GOAL 3.  Review existing UMR fish data and develop a population status and relative abundance 
scale from “optimum” to “minimally sustaining” fishing opportunities. 

Monitor and evaluate fishing activity to determine the impact on UMR Fisheries. 

From GOAL 4.  Establish a UMRCC Aquatic Nuisance Species Ad Hoc Committee under the Fish 
Technical Section that will track ANS issues and programs. 

Prepare a listing of UMR species and associated habitats currently which are at risk or becoming impaired 
due to aquatic nuisance species and pathogens. 

From GOAL 5.  Produce and distribute to the public UMR related literature. 

Identify river-related, public groups along the UMR and share information with them via meetings, letter, 
or email as needed. 
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Goal 1 

Publish a report on the distribution and relative abundance 
of UMR fish species by geomorphic reach. 

Promote and support funding for monitoring to better 
understand relationships between UMR fishery 
assemblages and habitat features. 

Develop a conceptual model of environmental factors 
influencing UMR fisheries recruitment and survival using 
existing data and professional experience. 

Prepare an action plan for restoring and maintaining the 
relative abundance and species richness of the native 
UMR fishery. 

Include objectives and measures identified in endangered 
species recovery plans in project planning as project 
alternatives. 

Develop UMR fish stocking guidelines and conduct 
periodic review to insure that regulatory statutes are being 
followed. 

Promote UMR monitoring funding levels that includes the 
funding necessary to include systemic surveys. 

Support and promote enhancement of current state and 
federally funded fishery monitoring efforts. 

Develop a standardized methodology for assessment of 
fishery community response to restoration actions at 
appropriate scales. 

 

                        KEY  

PERFORMANCE  MEASURES 

 Restore and maintain the biological diversity of the Upper Mississippi 
River (UMR) biota and the richness of its native fish fauna. 
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Objective 1.2 – To restore 
biological potential of 
native fish fauna by 
geomorphic reach to the 
populations that existed 
before and immediately 
after the construction of the 
nine-foot navigation 
channel. 

Objective 1.1 – To document 
the current status of native 
and non-native UMR fish 
fauna by geomorphic reach.  

                     GOAL 1                         
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIE                       

Strategy 1.3.1 - Incorporate information 
obtained from Objectives 1.2 and 1.3  into 
designs of habitat rehabilitation enhancement 
enhancement projects (HREPs). 

Strategy 1.3.2 - Incorporate the maintenance 
maintenance of habitat complexity into 
designs of future river management structures 
structures and mitigation plans. 

Strategy 1.3.3 – Implement endangered 
species recovery plans. 

Strategy 1.3.4 – Adopt and support the 
strategy for implementation of the wildlife 
action plan. 

Objective 1.3 – To promote and 
participate in the assessment 
and implementation of 
management actions to 
maintain and/or enhance 
habitat needs identified in 
Strategy 1.2.5. 

Strategy 1.1.1 - Compile local and 
system-wide UMR fishery surveys 
(literature and field) to identify the 
following:   

a) The number of species that are 
protected or are in need of protection 
under state or federal statutes.  

b) The probable reason(s) for the 
changes in abundance and 
distribution. 

c) The distribution and relative 
abundance of all other UMR fish 
species. 

Strategy 1.2.2 – Identify assemblages of 
native fishes and the characteristic features 
of their habitats. 

Strategy 1.2.3 – Identify the environmental 
roles of native fish assemblages (i.e. goods 
and services), and important abiotic and 
biotic mechanisms that determine 
reproduction and recruitment. 

Strategy 1.2.4 – Set goals for the relative 
abundance and species richness of UMR 
fish populations by geomorphic reach using 
the data prepared in Strategies 1.2.1,1.2.2, 
1.2.3, and professional judgment. 

Strategy 1.2.5 – Identify fish assemblages 
that require management action and the 
type of action needed to meet or maintain 
goals set in 1.2.4. 

 

 

Objective 1.4 – To identify and 
promote implementation of 
actions that maintain genetic 
integrity within fish populations. 

Strategy 1.4.1 - Educate regional 
fishery managers about the potential 
threats confronting fish populations 
with a homogenous or genetically- 
narrow gene pool. 

Strategy 1.2.1 – Compile existing records 
of the relative abundance of fish 
populations prior to five and ten years 
following the completion of construction 
of the 9-foot navigation channel.  
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Strategy 1.4.2 – Develop a 
recommendation between UMRCC states 
that any fish stocking in the UMR be 
discussed and agreed upon prior to 
occurrence. 

Strategy 1.4.3 – Promote the enactment 
of regulatory statutes restricting artificial 
gene flow (i.e. stocking) among disjoint 
populations until such time as the 
acceptable level of gene flow among 
population can be determined. 

Strategy 1.5.1 – Support ongoing and 
future monitoring and research that will 
contribute to our understanding of the 
status of UMR fishery abundance and 
distribution. 

Strategy 1.5.2 – Support and participate 
in coordinated monitoring of species 
richness to detect short and long-term 
trends at appropriate scales. 

Strategy 1.5.3 - Develop methodology to 
better assess fishery community changes 
due to habitat restoration actions. 

 

Objective 1.5 – To monitor 
the relative abundance and 
richness of the UMR fish 
fauna by geomorphic reach.  

                    GOAL 1                          
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 
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Goal 2 
 Restore and maintain aquatic habitat and the ecological integrity of 
the UMR. 

 

Determine reach and pool availability of seasonal 
habitat needs of UMR fish. 

Determine historic and current status and 
distribution of UMR fisheries habitat by reach and 
pool. 

Develop reasonable and measurable habitat 
based goals and objectives to be incorporated 
into a variety of UMR planning efforts and 
restoration, enhancement and maintenance 
management actions. 

Identify critical fish habitat such as overwintering, 
spawning, etc. for enhancement and/or 
protection. 

Prepare a report, with maps, indicating areas 
UMRCC and partners have identified as high 
quality habitats. 

Participate in watershed planning efforts to 
promote minimizing erosion in the watershed. 

Support voluntary programs and funding sources 
to facilitate implementation of floodplain land/use 
changes along the UMR that benefit habitat and 
ecosystem diversity. 

                        KEY  

PERFORMANCE  MEASURES 
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Objective 2.1 – To document 
the historic and current 
distribution, quality, 
availability and status of 
habitats utilized by native 
fishes of the UMR. 

Strategy 2.1.1 – Review, and if 
necessary develop, standardized 
terminology and definitions (for 
systemic and reach scales) to describe 
various habitat and geomorphic 
features of the UMR. 

Strategy 2.1.2 – Review, and if 
necessary update, assessment of the 
amounts of different habitats needed 
for the aquatic community based on 
Biodiversity Objectives 1.3, 1.4 and 1.6. 

Strategy 2.1.3 – Determine the historic 
and current distribution, quality, 
availability and status of UMR fisheries 
habitat. 

Strategy 2.1.4 – Identify natural and 
human induced beneficial and 
detrimental ecological disturbances 
affecting the distribution, quality and 
availability of fishery habitats within the 
UMR floodplain. 

Strategy 2.1.5 – Identify “gaps” in the 
distribution, quality and/or availability of 
habitats that are, or projected to be, 
limiting the ecological potential and 
integrity of the UMR fisheries 
community. 

 

Objective 2.2 – To establish 
reasonable habitat based goals 
and objectives appropriate for 
use in system, reach, pool and 
project scale to benefit fisheries 
habitat and ecological integrity. 

                     GOAL 2                                       
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 

Strategy 2.1.6 – Identify additional data 
needed, at multiple spatial and temporal 
scales, to enhance ability to assess the 
distribution, quality and status of UMR 
aquatic habitats. 

Strategy 2.2.1 – Review existing state, 
federal and UMRCC 
strategic/implementation plans to 
identify goals and objectives that will 
benefit habitat and ecosystem 
integrity. 

Strategy 2.2.2 – Develop reasonable 
and measurable habitat based goals 
and objectives to be incorporated into 
a variety of UMR planning efforts and 
restoration, enhancement and 
maintenance management actions 
utilizing information from Objectives 
2.1 and 2.2.  

 

Strategy 2.3.1 – Increase awareness of 
the need to protect and maintain existing 
quality habitats and habitat complexes 
identified in 2.1 and other state and 
federal plans. 

Strategy 2.3.2 - Utilize existing permit and 
enforcement authorities to protect existing 
habitat and reduce rate of habitat 
degradation (i.e. 401, 404 and Sec 10 
permits).   

Strategy 2.3.3 – Inform and educate state 
and federal agencies about watershed 
management and how it affects habitat 
diversity and ecological integrity within the 
UMR floodplain. 

Strategy 2.3.4 – Support watershed 
initiatives to reduce/eliminate watershed 
induced degradation of UMR habitat and 
ecosystem integrity.   

Strategy 2.3.5 - Prevent the degradation 
of UMR fishery habitats that may be 
caused by current and future commercial 
and recreational navigation. 

Strategy 2.3.6 – Stabilize eroding 
shorelines with a variety of techniques to 
protect existing habitat. 

Objective 2.3 – To protect UMR 
aquatic habitat from further 
human induced degradation. 
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Objective 2.4 – To implement 
proven and experimental 
management actions to 
restore, enhance and 
maintain UMR aquatic habitat 
diversity and ecological 
integrity consistent with 
habitat goals and objectives 
identified in 2.3 and state and 
federal fishery plans.   

Strategy 2.4.1 – Promote evaluation and 
implementation of changes to dam 
operating procedures to facilitate more 
natural hydrographs (i.e. reducing daily 
fluctuations). 

Strategy 2.4.2 – Promote development 
and implementation of watershed 
management actions to facilitate a more 
natural tributary hydrograph. 

Strategy 2.4.3 – Promote the use of 
water level stage reductions by 
geomorphic reach, and/or water level 
management by pool during the 
vegetation growing period, May – 
September. 

Strategy 2.4.4 - Restore longitudinal 
migration opportunities for fish in the 
main-stem Mississippi River through 
changes in dam operations and fish 
passage structures. 

Strategy 2.4.5 – Promote restoration of fish 
passage at dams and other human induced 
barriers on tributary rivers and streams that 
impact fish movement from the main-stem of 
the Mississippi River. 

Strategy 2.5.1 – Identify additional 
data/research needed to understand how 
understand how known natural and 
human-induced ecological disturbances 
disturbances affect fisheries habitat and 
and communities. 

Strategy 2.5.2 – Identify data/research 
data/research needed to establish a 
a baseline of UMR fisheries habitats and 
habitats and community structure that can 
that can be used to assess changes due 
changes due to unknown, future natural 
natural and human-induced ecological 
ecological disturbances. 

Strategy 2.5.3 – Develop standardized 
standardized methodology for 
assessment of achieving goals and 
objectives for ecosystem integrity at 
at multiple scales. 

 

                      GOAL 2                                      
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 

Strategy 2.4.6 – Restore and enhance 
lateral floodplain connectivity on privately 
owned land.   

Strategy 2.4.7 - Remove or optimize fish 
use of channel maintenance control 
structures in all geomorphic reaches.      

Strategy 2.4.8 – Restore secondary 
channels (through modification of channel 
training structures, land acquisition from 
willing sellers, levee setbacks, dredging, 
embankment modification, etc.).  

Strategy 2.4.9 – Restore or construct 
floodplain landforms (seed islands, 
chevrons, full-scale islands, reefs, etc.) in 
locations where floodplain structural 
diversity is needed to increase variability in 
flow patterns, sediment composition, 
bathymetry and reductions in wind fetch. 

Strategy 2.4.10 – Dredge contiguous and 
isolated backwaters to restore or enhance 
off-channel fisheries habitat. 

Objective 2.5 –  To continue to 
assess the effectiveness of 
achieving goals and objectives 
to restore and maintain aquatic 
habitat and the ecological 
integrity of the UMR. 
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Goal 3 

Review existing UMR fish data and develop a 
population status and relative abundance 
scale from “optimum” to “minimally sustaining” 
fishing opportunities. 

Incorporate UMR fish population and relative 
abundance goals into state planning 
documents. 

State regulatory authorities discuss resource 
management issues and adopt uniform 
regulations. 

Establish and conduct measures for 
monitoring angler success, such as creel 
surveys.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maintain and strive for uniform UMRCC 
commercial fish harvest reports with a 
summary of trends every five years. 

Determine a UMRCC fish stocking position in 
the UMR and develop general stocking 
guidelines. 

Establish uniform guidelines for recreational 
fishing tournaments across shared boundary 
waters on the UMR. 

                        KEY  

PERFORMANCE  MEASURES 

Provide improved and sustainable recreational and commercial fishing 
opportunities on the UMR through unified UMRCC state management 
strategies. 
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Strategy 3.3.3 – Establish uniform 
guidelines for recreational fishing 
tournaments across shared boundary 
waters on the UMR. 

Strategy 3.4.1 - Monitor and evaluate 
fishing activity to determine the impact on 
UMR fisheries. 

Objective 3.4 – To determine the 
success of management actions 
for key recreational and 
commercial fishes. 

Strategy 3.5.2 – Determine a UMRCC 
fish stocking position in the UMR and 
develop general stocking guidelines. 

Strategy 3.3.4 – Conduct periodic 
coordination meetings among border 
UMR states to discuss recreational and 
commercial fishing regulations. 

Objective 3.1 – To continue 
to collect data to help 
determine the population 
status and relative 
abundance for key 
recreational and commercial 
fishes. 

Strategy 3.3.1 – Incorporate features 
that sustain or improve fish populations 
and relative abundance into habitat 
improvement projects. 

Strategy 3.1.1 – Review existing data 
and designate the population status and 
relative abundance along a scale from 
“optimum” to “minimally sustaining” 
fishing opportunities. 

Strategy 3.2.1 – Use data assembled in 
3.1.1 to develop sustainable population 
and relative abundance goals. 

                      GOAL 3                                                 
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 

Strategy 3.3.2 – Establish uniform 
commercial and recreational fishing 
harvest regulations across shared 
boundary waters. 

Objective 3.5 – To evaluate the 
need and potential for fish 
stocking in the UMR. 

Strategy 3.5.1 – Determine and evaluate the 
existing fish stocking efforts in the UMR. 

Objective 3.2 – To establish 
population and relative abundance 
goals for key recreational and 
commercial fishes that are consistent 
across shared boundary waters. 

Objective 3.3 – To establish and/or 
maintain common management 
strategies for key recreational and 
commercial fishes. 
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Goal 4 
Slow or eliminate the spread or introduction of aquatic nuisance 
species, including pathogens, to the UMR. 

Participate in ongoing and future aquatic nuisance 
species and pathogen monitoring activities.   

Maintain a current status and distribution of aquatic 
nuisance species on the UMR.  

Prepare a listing of UMR species and associated 
habitats currently that are at risk or becoming impaired 
due to aquatic nuisance species and pathogens. 

Establish a UMRCC Aquatic Nuisance Species Ad 
Hoc Committee under the Fish Technical Section that 
will track ANS issues and programs. 

Use and encourage the use of best management 
practices that prevent the introduction of aquatic 
nuisance species. 

Review proposed legislation and provide science-
based information concerning the potential impacts 
from aquatic nuisance species on the UMR.  

Review and update research and management plans, 
and/or projects for methods used to control aquatic 
nuisance species and pathogens. 

Develop and make available materials needed to 
increase voluntary aquatic nuisance species  
prevention measures. 

                        KEY  

PERFORMANCE  MEASURES 
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                      GOAL 4                                    
   OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 

Strategy 4.1.1 - Support standardized 
monitoring activities designed to detect 
the status and distribution of aquatic 
nuisance species and pathogens on the 
UMR (i.e. goby roundup, zebra mussels, 
Asian carp).  

Strategy 4.1.2 - Identify existing forums or 
groups tracking the status and distribution 
of aquatic nuisance species and pathogens.  

Objective 4.1 – To identify the 
status and distribution of 
aquatic nuisance species and 
pathogens known or suspected 
to be present on the UMR. 

Strategy 4.1.3 - Report any requested 
information regarding the status and 
distribution of invasive species and 
pathogens on the UMR to existing aquatic 
nuisance species tracking networks.  

 

Strategy 4.3.3 - Support state and federal 
and federal legislation that seeks to reduce or 
seeks to reduce or eliminate the introduction 
introduction of invasive species, including 
including pathogens. 

Strategy 4.2.1 - Develop and/or review a 
list of UMR species and associated 
habitats that are at risk or becoming 
impaired due to aquatic nuisance species 
and pathogens. 

Objective 4.3 – To support 
efforts to prevent the 
introduction and 
establishment of aquatic 
nuisance species, including 
pathogens, to the UMR. 

Objective 4.2 – To identify UMR 
fish species and habitats at risk 
and evaluate the impacts of 
aquatic nuisance species.  

 

Strategy 4.3.2 - Participate in state and 
federal agencies’ and NGOs’ programs to 
prevent the introduction of aquatic 
nuisance species. 

Objective 4.4 – To implement 
measures to control, reduce, or 
eliminate aquatic nuisance 
species in the UMR. 

Strategy 4.4.1 - Support the 
implementation of surveys and research 
to assess the status, population and 
community changes caused by aquatic 
nuisance species in the UMR. 

Strategy 4.4.2 - Identify tasks in the 
Asian Carp Working Group’s 
“Management and Control Plan for Asian 
Carps in the United States” that can be 
implemented by UMRCC members. 

Strategy 4.4.3 - Identify existing and 
proposed management practices used to 
control, reduce, or eliminate aquatic 
nuisance species. 

Strategy 4.4.4 - Support programs and 
research focused on the elimination or 
minimization of present populations of 
aquatic nuisance species. 

Strategy 4.3.1 – Establish a UMRCC 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Ad Hoc 
Committee under the Fish Technical 
Section that will track ANS issues and 
programs. 

Strategy 4.2.2 - Develop criteria needed to 
evaluate the impacts of aquatic nuisance 
species on UMR species and their habitats. 
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 Objective 4.5 – To promote the 
implementation of ecosystem 
restoration measures to restore 
ecosystem diversity increasing 
the UMR resiliency to existing 
and future aquatic nuisance 
species. 

Strategy 4.5.1 - Provide support for existing 
and future programs focused on increasing 
UMR ecosystem diversity. 

Objective 4.6 – To increase 
public awareness of known and 
potential aquatic nuisance 
species on the UMR. 

Strategy 4.6.1 - Implement strategies 
4.1.4, 4.2.2, and 4.3.2. 

Strategy 4.6.2 - Review existing materials 
and methods for promoting voluntary 
procedures for preventing the spread of 
aquatic nuisance species, and develop 
additional materials if needed. 

Strategy 4.6.3 - Review effectiveness 
of existing materials and methods 
promoting voluntary procedures for 
preventing the spread of aquatic 
nuisance species.  

Strategy 4.6.4 - Develop an aquatic 
nuisance species page on the UMRCC 
website to increase awareness of 
potential aquatic nuisance species and 
pathogens.  

                        GOAL 4                                       
   OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 
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Compile a completed list of river-
wide media outlets for distribution of 
UMR information materials. 

Produce and distribute to the public 
UMR related literature using printed 
and electronic formats. 

Provide presentations to various 
public groups on river issues. 

Provide a weekly river condition and 
general fishing report update. 

Generate a list of UMR river events 
and continue UMRCC membership 
presence at those special events. 

Distribute a list of river articles to 
media outlets and document any 
action in the UMRCC annual 
proceedings report. 

Establish a public “UMRCC 
Conservationist Award” that 
recognizes outstanding 
contributions for the protection and 
wise use of UMR resources and 
values. 

 

                        KEY  

PERFORMANCE  MEASURES 

Inform, educate, and involve the public in resource issues affecting the 
UMR. 

Goal 5 
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Objective 5.1 – To broaden the 
scope and status of the 
UMRCC Fisheries Education 
Ad Hoc Committee by inviting 
representative members from 
all standing technical and ad 
hoc committees.  

                     GOAL 5                                            
OBJECTIVES AND STRATIGIES 

Strategy 5.1.1 – Make technical 
committee chairpersons aware that the 
Education Ad Hoc Committee 
represents a cross-section of all 
UMRCC members’ interests and 
encourage participation from all 
technical and ad hoc committees. 

Objective 5.2 – To provide 
river-related information to 
media outlets along the UMR. 

Strategy 5.2.1 – Work with the UMRCC 
membership to identify TV, radio, print 
and electronic media sources within 60 
miles of the Mississippi River. 

Strategy 5.2.2 – Develop a list of local 
contacts from the UMRCC membership 
who are willing to be interviewed by local 
media concerning river issues. 

Strategy 5.2.3 – Add media sources to 
the UMRCC Newsletter distribution list. 

Strategy 5.2.4 – Encourage river 
managers who write articles on river 
conservation to share them with the 
UMRCC coordinator for inclusion in the 
UMRCC newsletter, post them on the 
UMRCC website and individually 
distribute to river-wide media outlets. 

 

Objective 5.3 – To inform the 
general public of UMR programs 
and issues. 

Strategy 5.3.1 - Identify river-related 
public groups along the UMR and 
share information with them via 
meetings, letters or emails as 
needed. 

Strategy 5.3.2 – Support and help 
seek funding for the publication of 
river-related materials for distribution 
to the general public.  Examples could 
include but are not limited to:  Fishes 
of the Mississippi River poster, 
Freshwater Mussels of the Mississippi 
River booklet, etc.  

Strategy 5.3.3 – Continue to expand, 
update and maintain the UMRCC 
website. 

Strategy 5.3.4 – Provide presentations 
to various public groups on river 
issues. 

Strategy 5.3.5 – Establish a weekly 
“river conditions and fishing hotspots” 
for the fishing public and post on the 

Strategy 5.3.6 – Offer general public 
“River Rat” memberships and include 
them in UMRCC mailings.  Any funds 
generated will be used to further UMR 
research and educational efforts. 

Strategy 5.3.7 - Establish and initiate a 
public “ UMRCC Conservationist Award” 
that recognizes outstanding contributions 
made by individuals or groups that exhibit 
outstanding service and dedication to the 
protection and wise use of the UMR 
natural resources and values. 

Objective 5.4 – To support the 
initiation of river-related events and 
festivals, and participate in these 
events as much as possible. 

Strategy 5.4.1 – Support and participate in 
the annual Mississippi River events, such 
as the Teacher’s Workshop at Wyalusing 
State Park, WI, and assist with 
establishing similar events along the river. 

Strategy 5.4.2 – Identify river-related 
specific events  throughout the UMR and 
provide assistance to local UMRCC 
members to attend and display 
information regarding the river and the 
UMRCC.  This may include financial 
assistance to cover booth space and/or 
expenses. 

Strategy 5.4.3 – Provide promotional 
materials and/or financial assistance to 
river-resource groups who participate in 
public river awareness events at which a 
UMRCC member’s presence is not 
possible. 
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