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Fall 2015 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee 

(UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or 

comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue,  

Onalaska, WI 54650. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (umrcc@mississippi-river.com) 

or phone (608.783.8432) and visit our website at http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 

Chairperson’s Letter 

I imagine that most of your fall sampling is drawing to completion and a select few have ongoing   

sampling throughout winter.  Fall Technical meetings were held earlier this fall with a lot of success.  

Updating the Fisheries Compendium is a major task the Fisheries Technical Section is undertaking.   

It was last  printed in 2004.  This publication represents a compilation of many pieces of information, 

both published and in agency files, and will build on the previous three editions.  Scott Gritters has          

developed a list of reviewers and will begin asking for volunteers to update compendium chapters.  

The Wildlife Technical Section (WTS) completed vegetation work on Pool 9.  The WTS is discussing a 

change to a grid system sampling method; Steven Winter believes any future sampling should be    

conducted by focusing on specific areas.  The Water Quality (WQ) Technical Section think there is a 

chance that Iowa will conduct WQ monitoring on the UMR, either independently or as part of the 

UMRBA WQ monitoring strategy/network.   Brenda Kelly and Ruth Nissen are co-chairing the     

Outreach, Recreation, Environmental Education and Interpretation Technical Section; they both are 

extending their services to all Technical Sections in performing needed outreach efforts.  The Mussel 

Technical  Section has met with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to discuss impacts to mussels related 

to replacing the I-74 bridge in the Quad Cities.  It is estimated that more than 200,000 mussels may 

need to be relocated due to the construction of a new bridge. 

 

UMRCC Annual Meeting Chair Scott Gritters and committee have been actively planning our spring 

meeting.  The meeting will be held at the Grant River Center in Dubuque on March 15-17, 2016.  For 

now the broad agenda topics for the joint session include; “Getting Our Message to the   Media”, “Hot 

Issues Threating the UMR”, “The Forrest”, and “The Water.” 

 

Martin Konrad 
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River Resource News  

Mixed Marks for Upper Mississippi River 

A research coalition has given the Upper Mississippi River basin 

a C for overall conditions, sharply faulting the region for an   

aging transportation system and an increasing numbers of peo-

ple living within the flood plain. 

The entire Mississippi River watershed, which includes more 

than 41 percent of the continental U.S., received only a D-plus 

rating Wednesday from America’s Watershed Initiative, a      

collaborative group that worked with businesses, governments, 

agriculture, academics, conservation and civic organizations to 

assess the river throughout 31 states. 

None of the five sub-basins — the Upper Mississippi River, 

Lower Mississippi River, the Ohio and Tennessee Rivers, the 

Arkansas and Red Rivers, and the Missouri River — got higher 

than a C in the initiative’s “report card,” designed to establish a 

clear baseline for improvements. 

The Missouri and Ohio and Tennessee basins matched the Up-

per Mississippi’s C mark, while the Arkansas and Red River 

drew a C-minus and the Lower Mississippi a D-plus. 

Jordy Jordahl, director of America’s Watershed Initiative, said 

the group spent more than two years gathering data from         

hundreds of Mississippi River stakeholders to compile the 

grades. “The constant response,” Jordahl said, “is that the river 

is really threatened and no longer able to meet their goals and 

needs.” Added Jordahl, “We need to do more. That’s what it 

(the report card) says.” 

All of the areas were scored on six broad goals: recreation,    

ecosystems, flood control and risk reduction, transportation,   

water supply and economy. 

The worst marks came in transportation, primarily due to a lock 

and dam system the group termed outdated and deteriorating 

while expected to 

move millions of 

tons of goods and 

commodities.   

Infrastructure 

maintenance drew 

the only F for the 

overall Mississippi 

River watershed, 

infrastructure   

condition a D. 

The Upper Mississippi River basin, which extends from northern 

Minnesota to the St. Louis area, also received one of its two failing 

grades on infrastructure maintenance, while infrastructure condition 

was rated just slightly better at a D-minus. 

“Aging levees, locks and dams in need of 

reinvestment weaken America’s ability to 

transport and export food and goods, and 

increase flood risk for communities,” said 

Stephen Gambrell, director of the       

Mississippi River Commission, adding, 

“the longer we wait to invest in raising 

the grade of America’s watershed, the 

more it will cost us and our children in the      

future.” 

The Upper Mississippi’s other F came in floodplain population 

change, enough to bring its overall score for flood control and risk 

reduction down to a D-plus despite earning a B-minus on floodplain 

elevations, one of the better marks in that category among the entire 

watershed. 

Some bright spots for the Upper Mississippi basin: a B for 

streamside habitat, 

one of only two 

basins with this 

grade; an A on lack 

of lock delays, the 

highest in the entire 

river watershed; and 

Bs on water deple-

tion and hunting 

and fishing licenses. 

Jordahl, who lives in Madison, said the next step is to work on    

getting those grades higher throughout the Mississippi River        

watershed. The coalition met in St. Louis on Wednesday toward  

developing a three-year improvement plan for the six goals, he said. 

The effort will require both public and private investment in river 

infrastructure, better collaboration and partnerships, and more     

engagement throughout the entire watershed rather than focusing on 

a specific area, Jordahl said. 

“This project has been built with the contributions of hundreds of 

stakeholders ... and we’re going to need that kind 

of effort to raise the grade of the Mississippi River 

watershed,” Jordahl said. “That’s the only way we 

can get this done.” 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

By Betsy Bloom, La Crosse Tribune* - 15 Oct 2015 

Infrastructure maintenance 

at Lock & Dam 7  

USFWS 

Gates under repair 

at Lock 7. 

USFWS 

A vast stand of wild rice in lower Pool 8. 

USFWS 



3 

Volunteers Battle Plant Invasion on Lake Onalaska
 

Water lettuce doesn’t exactly sound like a major menace, but    

it was enough of a threat to Lake Onalaska that several dozen  

volunteers mobilized Sunday to remove the plants by hand. 

Thanks to the emergency effort, the threat from the aggressive 

invasive species was drastically reduced. 

“I think Lake Onalaska just dodged a very big bullet,” said   

Fritz Funk, who helped organize Sunday’s collection effort.  

“This story may have a happy ending, and that is extremely  

unusual for invasive species.” 

Shawn Giblin, a water quality specialist for the Wisconsin    

Department of Natural Resources, said he found some          

remnants of the infestation during an inspection of Lake      

Onalaska on Tuesday, including some plants at the south end   

of the lake.  But he was very impressed with the mobilization 

and cleanup effort that happened Sunday. 

“That was incredible to see that many people come out to     

protect the lake,” Giblin said.  “I think it’s pretty well cleaned 

up there now.  The big wild card in this is if it overwinters.”  

Water lettuce is a native of South America and has been popular 

for use in aquariums and decorative backyard ponds.  It is,  

however, illegal in Wisconsin and         

Minnesota, according to Kendra 

Niemec, deputy district manager 

for the La Crosse District of the 

Upper Mississippi River National 

Wildlife and Fish Refuge 

(UMRNWFR).  Niemec described 

water lettuce as pale green       

rosettes, pretty easy to spot on the 

lake.  “It’s pretty distinct from the 

other things we have out there,” 

she said. 

Someone reported finding the 

plant on the north end of the lake 

on Wednesday, and by Friday night Funk was putting the word 

out, trying to recruit volunteers to harvest the free-floating let-

tuce plants on Sunday. The infestation seemed to be confined to 

3.5-mile stretch of shoreline, mostly between the barrier islands 

and the north shore of the lake. The biggest concentration was 

between “the tubes” and the Fred Funk Boat Landing.  

On Sunday, Funk and Niemec were hoping to collect all the 

water lettuce plants on the eastern portion of the infestation,  

where strong winds expected Monday could have driven them into 

the open waters of Lake Onalaska. From there they could have 

spread into other bodies of water, including the Black and Missis-

sippi rivers. 

In addition to property owners 

who got out and collected water 

lettuce in front of their homes, 

Sunday morning saw more than 

two dozen volunteers show up at 

the boat landing, many bringing 

their own watercraft, including 

everything from kayaks and ca-

noes to pontoons. Many of the 

volunteers worked until 3 p.m.  

By the time they were done, an apparently complete cleanup of the 

infestation had been accomplished all along the north shore, or at 

least as complete as possible.  “I would say it’s probably impossible 

to get every last scrap,” Niemec said. “I was really impressed that 

people were so diligent. … Without them we wouldn’t have been 

able to get what we got.” 

Water lettuce infestations have been a real problem in the southern 

region of the country, said Niemec, who formerly lived in Florida, 

where it got bad enough to clog canals and impede navigation. The 

winter weather this far north will kill most of the plants, but Nie-

mec said some plants from a water lettuce infestation in Buffalo 

County in 2011 survived the winter. They’ve since been eradicated. 

The source of the water lettuce is believed to be a backyard pond 

near “the tubes.” An investigation is underway, and the person re-

sponsible could face charges.  The Fish and Wildlife Service also 

reported Wednesday that another invasive plant species used in 

decorative ponds, water hyacinth, had been found on the lake. 

Funk urged people to be on the lookout for water lettuce and other 

invasive plants that might have escaped the dragnet or that might 

have come from other sources, especially near shore where warmer 

groundwater seepage could help plants survive the winter freeze. 

Tim Miller, district manager for the La Crosse District of the    

UMRNWFR, said close monitoring of the lake will be required to 

make sure water lettuce doesn’t take hold.   

“If there’s a leaf that has a little bit of the vegetative root on it,  

they can spread from that,” Miller said.              

“I think  our effort Sunday really helped.     

The other part that’ll help is a good freeze.” 

By Randy Erickson, La Crosse Tribune* - 15 Oct 2015 

River Resource News 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune.                                    

Kendra Niemec paddles 

along Lake Onalaska while 

looking for invasive water 

lettuce and water hyacinth.  

E. Daily 

Invasive water lettuce has 

been found along the   

Lake Onalaska shoreline. 

E. Daily 
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River Resource News 

*Reprinted by permission of the Winona Daily News. 

By Marcia Ruff , Winona Daily News* - 9 Nov 2015 

Cleanup efforts continued Monday on the railroad tracks near Alma (WI) 

after a Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) train derailed there        

Saturday morning, (November 7), spilling more than 18,500 gallons of 

ethanol into the Mississippi River backwaters, an amount that may or 

may not create a noticeable    

environmental impact. 

BNSF spokesperson Amy 

McBeth said railway crews were 

working on putting the cars back 

on the rails and repairing the 

tracks Monday afternoon, and 

estimated the tracks would return to service Monday evening. 

One tanker car released an estimated 18,000 gallons of ethanol, and four 

others released an estimated 5 to 500 gallons each. The ethanol also  

contained a small amount of gasoline, which is standard to reduce    

flammability for transport.  McBeth said BNSF is continuing to monitor 

for any environmental impacts, and none have been observed so far. 

Ethanol is non-toxic and dissolves in water, and given the overall amount 

spilled, it’s not known whether there will be any observed impacts. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is coordinating an           

investigation into the incident, with assistance from the Upper           

Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources and BNSF.  Officials with the EPA did 

not respond to requests for comment by late Monday. 

Sabrina Chandler, refuge manager for the Upper Mississippi River    

National Wildlife and Fish Refuge, said the derailment happened in a 

protected area of the refuge near Rieck’s Lake north of Alma.  The spill 

covers a roughly 300-acre backwater and is unlikely to move into the 

main channel, she said. 

The area is a frequent resting place for migrating birds, and Chandler 

said hopefully the noise from the cleanup efforts will send the birds  

elsewhere, at least for a few days.  Because it is a backwater area, the 

lake and surrounding waters are also an overwintering spot for young 

bluegills and other game fish, and fish are more vulnerable to aquatic 

contaminants, she said. 

But, Chandler said, aside from stopping the release of ethanol into the 

water, the efficacy of clean-up efforts is limited because of the nature of 

ethanol.  “There’s not a whole lot that you can do with ethanol,” she said. 

It mixes readily with water, making containment difficult.  And because 

it’s a clear liquid, “It’s hard to tell if it’s even there,” she said. 

One of the potential impacts of an ethanol spill is a drop in dissolved 

oxygen levels as the alcohol breaks down, which can result in fish kills,  

said Dave Hokanson, water quality program director for the Upper     

Mississippi River Basin Association.  The basin association is a multi-

state agency that coordinates management and planning of the shared 

water resources and has hosted training exercises for similar spills. 

Twenty-five rail cars were 
strewn beside the UMR after 

derailing near Alma, Wisconsin. 

M. Seckora 

In addition to killing fish, oxygen depletion can kill things like clams 

and fly larvae that fish feed on. Alcohol in high concentrations can also 

have direct toxic effects on fish and other aquatic species, damaging 

sensitive tissue such as gills. 

Mike Delong, chair of the biology department at Winona State Univer-

sity and director of the Large River Studies Center, said environmental 

impacts of an ethanol spill would depend on concentration. 

In a channel, the spilled alcohol would be diluted faster because of the 

current. In the backwater, where the spill actually occurred, it could 

have a larger impact.  But because ethanol is highly soluble in water 

and breaks down quickly, impacts would be fairly short-lived, he said. 

“In none of these cases would the ethanol persist as a long-term      

pollutant in the way an oil or gas spill would,” said DeLong. 

Chandler said investigators are taking water chemistry samples at a 

number of locations, and tests have shown acceptable dissolved oxygen 

levels. Crews are also watching for signs of a fish kill, and they’ve seen 

muskrats in the area.  “So far we haven’t seen any mortality from this 

incident,” Chandler said. Daytime monitoring of water and soil will 

continue for the next 48 hours. 

On Monday, several         

Wisconsin legislators wrote 

letters requesting action on 

the larger issue of railway 

safety such derailments    

illuminate. Rail safety has 

been an increasingly        

controversial issue in      

southeast Minnesota and 

western Wisconsin as domestic oil production has led to a spike in train 

traffic in the area. 

U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-Wis., wrote to House leaders urging them to 

bring his rail safety legislation, the Crude-By-Rail Safety Act, to the 

House floor for a vote. The act would prohibit the use of older DOT-

111 tank cars, which were involved in the Alma derailment.  “It is  

imperative that we take prompt action to increase rail safety in order to 

prevent near certain catastrophe in the future,” he said in the letter. 

La Crosse state legislators Sen. Jennifer Shilling and Rep. Jill Billings 

also called on the Wisconsin Committee on Transportation to          

immediately hold hearings to address rail safety issues. 

A combination of 25 empty auto rack cars and tanker cars carrying 

ethanol, part of a 112-car train, derailed around 8:45 a.m. Saturday a 

few miles north of Alma.   

The incident led to the voluntary evacuation of more than 100 area 

residents, and the closure of a seven-mile stretch of 

state Hwy. 35 for several hours. Residents returned 

to their homes and the road was re-opened to traffic 

later Saturday. No injuries were reported. 

Salvage crews remove derailed 
cars from the river near Alma.  

C. Miller 

Derailment Cleanup Continues 

Long-Term Environmental Impacts Unlikely  
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River Resource News 

The Upper Mississippi River Clean Water Act Recommended Monitoring Plan (Monitoring Plan) was developed by the     

interagency Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (UMRBA) Water Quality Task Force to address the lack of a         

coordinated, comprehensive Clean Water Act (CWA) monitoring approach on the Upper Mississippi River (UMR) from St. 

Anthony Falls in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to the confluence with Ohio River at Cairo, Illinois.  The Monitoring Plan was 

adopted by the UMRBA Board in February 2014 and is structured as a series of networks that uniquely and comprehensively 

support assessment of aquatic life, fish consumption, recreation, and drinking water use attainment on the UMR, utilizing both 

newly collected data and existing data sets.  The Monitoring Plan includes both fixed site and probabilistically-selected     

monitoring locations.   

What is the purpose of the Minnesota-Wisconsin field monitoring pilot project? 

Following the UMRBA Board’s approval, the states have moved to implement the Monitoring Plan, including a field pilot 

project on the portion of the UMR in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  The purpose of the field pilot is not only to gather data on the 

river, but also to develop and test the technical and logistical elements needed to support a shared interstate CWA monitoring.  

This includes better defining aspects such as staffing and equipment 

needs, field protocols, laboratory procedures, data management        

processes, communication channels, and costs.  

Who is participating in the field pilot?  

A number of entities are engaged in implementing the field pilot.  These 

include the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota             

Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Department of Health, 

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (Twin Cities), Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin State Laboratory of     

Hygiene, and UMRBA.   

Where will monitoring take place?  

Monitoring will take place in four pre-defined river reaches, spanning from 

the Twin Cities to just below La Crosse, Wisconsin (see map).   

When will pilot monitoring start?  

Pilot monitoring will start in May 2016 and will continue throughout the remainder of the calendar year.  

What types of parameters will be sampled in the pilot project?   

Monitoring includes water chemistry measurements (such as oxygen, nitrogen, phosphorus, metals, etc.), fish tissue chemis-

try (for mercury and PCBs), bacteria (E. coli), field characteristics (such as temperature, pH, and conductivity), and biology 

(fish, macroinvertebrates, and vegetation).  The introduction of biological measurements is perhaps the most important and 

unique element of the Monitoring Plan, as it will for the first time allow the states to jointly evaluate the aquatic life condition 

of the UMR under the CWA by directly assessing the status of the river’s biota.   

How will water quality information be used?  

Data collected in the pilot project will be utilized by Minnesota and Wisconsin in their CWA assessments of the                 

Mississippi River.  It will also be used in examining the feasibility of a shared CWA assessment for the river.   

How can I find out more?  

Contact Dave Hokanson of UMRBA at 651-224-2880 or dhokanson@umrba.org with any questions.    

Map of pilot monitoring area on the UMR. 

UMR Clean Water Act Recommended Monitoring Plan  
Minnesota-Wisconsin Field Pilot Overview 

  

By Dave Hokanson, Deputy Director, Upper Mississippi River Basin Association 

http://www.umrba.org/wq/cwa-monitoring-plan-2-14.pdf
mailto:dhokanson@umrba.org
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River Resource News 

The collateral damage to humans has taken a 

backseat to the loss of thousands of ash trees 

in La Crosse and Onalaska in the costly war 

against the emerald ash borer, but experts say 

the casualties are real.  

Although the pesky borer, which many     

consider the most destructive forest pest ever 

to invade North America, poses no direct to 

War vs. Emerald Ash Borer Affects People Too 

 Wasps Successful vs. Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota
 

The wasps are working. In its ongoing fight against the invasive 

emerald ash borer, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

(MDA) has released thousands of stingless wasps in the metro 

area and in southeast Minnesota since 2011. 

This year, the department 

released more than 

180,000 wasps — the most 

of any year — and they’re 

starting to see the insect’s 

effect on the invasive ash 

borer.  The Asian wasps 

are a natural predator of 

the ash borer. When re-

leased near ash trees, the 

wasps kill ash borer eggs 

and larvae. 

The department announced 

Tuesday that staff recovered 

some wasps in Great River 

Bluffs State Park, north of 

La Crosse, this fall. The 

insects were released in the park in 2011, 2012 and 2013. 

Since the wasps only feed on the ash borer and have reproduced 

for several generations, scientists confirmed that the wasps 

found and killed ash borers living in the park’s trees, the state-

ment said. 

The department intends to expand the use of the wasps with 

expanding ash borer infestations. The long-term goal is to estab-

lish parasitic wasp populations wherever the ash borer is found, 

bringing borer numbers down to a level that will enable ash 

trees to survive their attacks. 

“The MDA is still early in this process, but we’re excited that 

we’ve been able to recover parasitoid wasps and are hopeful for 

long-term success,” said Johnathan Osthus, the department’s EAB 

biological control coordinator. “This is the best tool we have at the 

forest level to combat the emerald ash borer.” 

In coordination with the University of Minnesota, the state agricul-

ture department is exploring other ways to use insects as allies, 

including using native wasps to determine where the emerald ash 

borer is present. 

Emerald ash borer larvae kill ash trees by tunneling under the bark 

and feeding on the part of the tree that moves nutrients up and 

down the trunk. Minnesota has confirmed 

ash borer infestations in 11 counties in 

Minnesota, including Winona, Fillmore, 

Houston, and Olmsted. The borer has also 

spread across western Wisconsin, includ-

ing in Buffalo and Trempealeau counties, 

and in the city of La Crosse. Ash trees 

were the species of choice in La Crosse 

after Dutch elm disease wiped out the 

city’s canopy of shade trees in the 1970s. 

The insect was first discovered in the state in 2009, and in the city 

of Winona in 2014. Cities and counties are reacting in similar ways 

to the ash borer spread, primarily by cutting down percentages of 

ash trees while inoculating others, and enforcing quarantines on the 

transport of ash wood from infected counties. 

University of Minnesota Extension researchers, meanwhile, have 

released beetle bandit wasps in the Winona area to help track the 

spread of the ash borer. The wasps are native to 

Minnesota and are a natural predator of the ash 

borer, though they don’t exist in large enough 

numbers to help control the ash borer population. 

By Marcia Ratliff, Winona Daily News* - 18 Nov 2015 

Tetrastichus planipennisi larvae 

(above) are found inside an  

emerald ash borer gallery 

(below) at Great Rivers State 

Park in southeast Minnesota. 

*Reprinted by permission of the Winona Daily News.                                    

*Reprinted, in part, by permission of the La Crosse Tribune.       

Story continues on-line. 

Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read the full article.          

By Mike Tighe, La Crosse Tribune* - 18 Nov 2015 

A mature ash trees is removed 

from a boulevard in La Crosse. 

health hazard to people, studies show an increased 

risk of physical, psychological and social damage 

to humans from treeless landscapes, said Joyce 

Cielecki, biodiversity educator for the La Crosse 

County Health Department. 

MDA 

MDA 

MDA 

T. planipennisi ,   

the stingless     

Asian wasp. 

P. Thomson 

http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/war-against-ash-borer-affects-people-too/article_fd36d560-f013-5c95-a31b-91fe50f1cabc.html
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Wood Duck               

Banding Results         

Illinois—2015  
By Jeff Horn, Office of Resource Conservation,        

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

†Mrs. Hoscheit enjoys sharing her love of nature with students. Her class 

partners with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to engage students in 

their science curriculum through hands-on activities.  

Wood ducks were captured at night from an 

airboat (n = 542) and at bait stations using rock-

et nets (n = 275), swim-in traps    (n = 806) and 

Y walk-in traps (n = 1,288).  A number of wood 

ducks captured by Illinois Department of Natu-

ral Resources  biologists were swabbed by U.S. 

Department of Agriculture-Wildlife Services 

staff for an avian       

influenza surveillance 

program (n= 246).  

New School Year … New Naturalists  

Blog Posts Chronicle Refuge Experiences of UMRCC    

Elementary School Travel-Grant Recipients  

By Jodi Hoscheit, Sand Lake Elementary School, Holmen, WI* 

Posted October 15, 2015                                                                                  

One of the most exciting parts of a new school year, is introducing a new 

group of third grade students to the Upper Mississippi River (National     

Wildlife and Fish) Refuge.  We took our first field trip to Halfway Creek 

Marsh.  We traveled there to get to see the refuge with our very own eyes. 

We've been talking and reading about it, and looking at many pictures!    

Tuesday we finally got to         

experience the refuge for          

ourselves.  Ranger Katie and     

several volunteers from the Fish 

and Wildlife Service joined us to 

help us learn everything we could 

about this part of the refuge. 

Our main goal for this trip was to gather tall grass prairie plant seeds to     

distribute later this year at another place on the refuge that is currently being 

restored to tall grass prairie.  The land had been farmed for several years.  We 

gathered Big Bluestem, Indian Grass, and even some Milk Weed. 

Ranger Katie and volunteers Jerry, Carol, Sue, Ken, and Sheryl greeted us 

when we got off the bus.  Katie showed us examples of the grasses we were 

looking for.  She also showed us exactly how to gather the seed.  Katie also 

explained how the marsh land had been burned in the spring of the year.  The 

process of burning areas with tall grass prairie plants helps by removing the 

old, dead plant material from previous seasons and encourages new plant 

growth.  We were ready to head off 

the trail and gather seeds. 

We were careful not to gather all the 

seeds we found. We took a few seed 

heads here and a few seed heads 

there.  We wanted to be sure there 

would be some left to fall to the 

ground or blow with the wind to 

grow here next year.  These seeds are 

also a source of food for the birds 

who live here or rest here when they 

take a rest stop while migrating south 

for the winter.   

Story continues on-line.  Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read this and other blog posts from a chronicle of 

monthly refuge adventures, including a UMRCC 

grant-sponsored trip in November to view migrating 

tundra swans at the Brownsville (MN) overlook. 

*Reprinted, in part, by permission of Jodi Hoscheit.       

J. Hoscheit 

Seeds were bagged in preparation 

for dispersal in December when   

we'll spread them at Brown's Marsh, 

a refuge site being restored to tall 

grass prairie after years of farming.  

J. Hoscheit 

http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/05/05/microbeads
http://sandlakeelementarythirdgrademrsh.blogspot.com/2015_10_01_archive.html
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Year of Fishing - 2015 
Making Memories … One Hook-Set at a Time 

                          
By Brian Brecka, Fisheries Biologist - WI DNR 

During 2015, at the request of the Fish Technical Section, the 

Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) 

provided dollars to support state efforts to hold Mississippi River  

Connections Collaborative Year of Fishing - 2015 fishing events. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources put its dollars 

toward the Reel-Fun Fishing League. The Reel-Fun Fishing 

League was open to anyone ages 8 to 17 years old.  The league 

fished at the Alma Fishing Float located below Lock and Dam 4.  

There was no cost to join.  The league met twelve Wednesday 

evenings on the Alma Fishing Float from June 10 through     

August 26.  Weekly participation ranged from a low of 6 youths 

to a high of 14.  Average weekly participation was 10 youths.  

Over 30 youths fished at least one league evening.  Males     

dominated league membership, with female membership around 

10%.  The average age of participants was nearly 12 years old. 

The Many league nights were accompanied by fun fishing games 

that tested fishing skills.  Prizes and medals were awarded 

throughout the summer.  The kids had a great desire to fish and 

certainly improved their fishing skills and knowledge as the   

summer progressed.  A new rod and reel was presented to the 

“Angler of the Year” who totaled the most species caught (10).  

League members caught a total of 16 different species.  The most 

prevalent species caught were bluegill and freshwater drum.  Rare 

to be caught species included gizzard shad, emerald shiner, 

mooneye, and lake sturgeon. 

Both league members and parents provided positive comments.  

They welcomed the UMRCC name on the sponsor list.   

We hope this consistent, summer-long experience 

will encourage these young anglers to continue 

fishing and lead to a life-long angling tradition. 

All smiles courtesy of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee and its Fish Technical Section. 

WI DNR WI DNR 

WI DNR WI DNR WI DNR 

WI DNR 

http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/05/05/microbeads
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UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

By Paul A. Smith , Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel* - 3 Oct 2015 

Program Nearing Extinction 

Congress Failed to Reauthorize Land and Water Conservation Fund  

Congress last week failed to reauthorize the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund, leaving the future of the widely supported 

program in danger.  Authorization for the fund expired at     

midnight Wednesday (30 Sep 2015). 

Conservation, hunting and environmental groups voiced strong 

displeasure with Congress' inaction. 

"The expiration of LWCF is terrible news for the country,     

because the program has benefited all of us," said Mark Tercek, 

president and CEO of The     

Nature Conservancy, in a     

statement Thursday (1 Oct 

2015).  "This is a failure to live 

up to our country's longstanding 

commitment and responsibility 

to protect our natural heritage." 

Established in 1964 by Congress, 

the LWCF uses a portion of   

royalties paid by energy        

companies drilling for oil and 

gas on the Outer Continental 

Shelf to sustain natural resources 

and expand public access. 

The program had been authorized at $900 million annually. 

Over the last five decades the LWCF State Grants program   

provided $3.9 billion and assisted 41,999 projects across the 

United States, including at least one project in each county. 

In addition, its Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation 

Fund provided $394 million in grants to protect and conserve 

the habitat of threatened and endangered species.  And its Forest 

Legacy Program provided $1.4 billion and protected 2.37     

million acres of environmentally sensitive land. 

In Wisconsin, the fund provided $76.6 million for projects over 

five decades, including purchase of 122,905 acres for public 

recreation, ac-

Among a long list of projects, the fund has supported Apostle 

Islands National Seashore, Ice Age National Scenic Trail and the 

Upper Mississippi River (National) Wildlife and Fish Refuge. 

In Milwaukee County, the fund provided $406,480 for Bender 

Park, $194,000 for the Whitnall Park Nature Center and more 

than $150,000 for bicycle trails.  In Waukesha County, it provided 

$120,000 for McMiller Sportsmen's Center and more than 

$150,000 for the Kettle Moraine State Forest-Southern Unit. 

The fund traditionally has enjoyed very strong, bipartisan support. 

It is revenue-neutral and derives 

none of its funding from        

taxpayers. 

But Republican leaders in the 

House and Senate blocked    

attempts to reauthorize the    

program last week. Rep. Rob 

Bishop (R-Utah), who serves as 

chair of the House Natural    

Resources Committee, has for 

the last year announced his          

opposition to the program. 

Thirty of his Republican colleagues, however, wrote a letter last 

month to House speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) supporting the 

LWCF, stating it "remains the premier federal program to       

conserve our nation's land, water, historic, and recreation        

heritage." and asking for "help in identifying and securing a     

legislative path forward for LWCF." 

A bipartisan bill was introduced in July to permanently           

reauthorize the LWCF, but the measure failed to advance to the 

president's desk. 

Members of both parties in the House and Senate have pledged to 

continue to work to support the LWCF.  The current continuing 

resolution to fund the government expires Dec. 

11; a measure to reauthorize the LWCF could be 

included in the next budget bill. 

Conservation 

Bill S. #890, Sponsor: Sen. M. Cantwell (WA) 
UMR Co-sponsors: Sen. T. Baldwin (WI),        
Sen. A. Franken (MN), Sen. A. Klobuchar (MN) 

A bill to amend title 54, United States Code, to 
provide consistent and reliable authority for, and 
for the funding of, the Land and Water            
Conservation Fund to maximize the effectiveness 
of the Fund for future generations, and for other 
purposes.  Introduced (26 Mar 2015); read twice 
and referred to the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources (26 Mar 2015).  

*Reprinted by permission of Paul A. Smith. 
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UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Outdoor Recreation 

Bill H.R. #3173, Sponsor: T. Walz (MN-1)                  
UMR Co-sponsors: R. Kind (WI-3) 

A bill to promote conservation for the purpose of 
enhancing hunting, fishing, and other outdoor 
recreational opportunities.  Introduced and      
referred to the House Committee on Natural      
Resources (23 Jul 2015); referred to the House 
Subcommittee on Water, Power, and Oceans and 
the House Subcommittee on Federal Lands (31 
Aug 2015). 

Conservation 

Bill H.R. #1814, Sponsor: R. Grijalva (AZ-3) 
UMR Co-sponsors: C. Bustos (IL-17), W. Clay 
(MO-1), K. Ellison (MN-5), R. Kind (WI-3),  D. 
Loebsack (IA-2), B. McCollum (MN-4), T. Walz 
(MN-1) 

A bill to amend the Land and Water                
Conservation Act of 1965 to make permanent the 
authorization for the Land and Water            
Conservation Fund; requires not less than 1.5% 
of the annual authorized funding amount or $10 
million, whichever is greater, to be used for     
projects that secure recreational public access to 
existing federal public land for hunting, fishing, 
and other recreational purposes.  Introduced (15 
Apr 2015); referred to the House Subcommittee on 
Water, Power, and Oceans (30 Apr 2015).  

Water Resources 

Bill S. #2129, Sponsor: Sen. T. Cochran (MS)        
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill that, in part, provides appropriations for U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers civil works projects,     
including for Investigations, Construction, Missis-
sippi River and Tributaries, Operation and Mainte-
nance, Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies,   
Expenses, and the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Civil Works.  Introduced and read 
the first time (5 Oct 2015); read the second time and 
placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General 
Orders, Calendar No.248 (6 Oct 2015). 

Water Resources 

Bill H.R. #2028, Sponsor: M. Simpson (ID-2)        
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill that, in part, provides appropriations for 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers civil works projects, 
including for Investigations, Construction,        
Mississippi River and Tributaries, Operation and 
Maintenance, Flood Control and Coastal       
Emergencies, Expenses, and the Office of the      
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.  
Introduced (24 Apr 2015); referred to, received in, 
and read (twice) at the Senate Committee on         
Appropriations (5 May 2015); placed on the Senate 
Legislative Calendar under General 
Orders (21 May 2015); motion to 
proceed to consideration of measure 
withdrawn in Senate (8 Oct 2015). 

Bill H.R. #1321, Sponsor: F. Pallone Jr. (NJ-6)       
UMR Co-sponsors: C. Bustos (IL-17), K. Ellison 
(MN-5) 

A bill to amend Section 601 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 361) to        
prohibit the sale or distribution of cosmetics    
containing synthetic plastic microbeads on 1 Jan 
2018.  Introduced (6 Mar 2015); referred to the 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce (4 Mar 
2015) and the Subcommittee on Health (6 Mar 
2015); Committee Consideration and Mark-up   
Session held (17-18 Nov 2015); ordered to be       
reported (amended) by voice vote (18 Nov 2015). 

Bill S. #1424, Sponsor: Sen. K. Gillibrand (NY)        
UMR Co-sponsors: Sen. T. Baldwin (WI), Sen. 
M.S. Kirk (IL) 

A bill to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and    
Cosmetic Act to ban cosmetics that contain       
synthetic plastic microbeads beginning on 1 Jan 
2018 .  Introduced (21 May 2015); read twice and 
referred to the Senate Committee on Health,        
Education, Labor, and Pensions (21 May 2015). 

http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/05/05/microbeads
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Calendar 

Meetings, Conferences, and Events 

P. Verdon 

76th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 

 24-27 Jan 2016 at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, MI 

 Early-Bird (reduced-rate) registration deadline is 11 Jan 2016 

 Visit http://midwestfw.org for complete schedule & registration information  

  

 • March 15-17, 2016  

 • Grand Harbor Casino, Dubuque, IA 

 Click on this UMRCC logo for meeting information updates 

Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society 

2016 Workshop 

Population Genetics and Freshwater Mollusk Conservation  

National Conservation Training Center 

 Shepherdstown, WV – February 16 – 19, 2016 

REGISTRATION AND FIRST CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

The use of genetic information in the conservation and management of organisms is becoming more widespread.  

This two-day Workshop will provide a basic understanding of population genetic tools and their application in 

the conservation of freshwater mollusks.  The Workshop curriculum will include morning lecture sessions 

providing a basic understanding of population genetic theory, and afternoon sessions built around case studies 

that will allow attendees opportunities to apply their new knowledge using actual data on freshwater mollusks.  

The Workshop also will include a series of presentations from experts in conservation genetics, a poster session, 

and mixers with opportunities for conversation among presenters and attendees.  

Location:  This Workshop will be held at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Conservation Training  

Center (NCTC), located in Shepherdstown, West Virginia.   Approximately one hour from the Washington,  D.C. 

metropolitan beltway, NCTC is a self-contained community with 17 buildings located on a 533-acre campus.  A 

dining room, social lounge, gymnasium/workout room, and overnight accommodations for guests are all located 

within walking distance of the instructional facilities.  Travel to NCTC is via Washington Dulles International 

Airport, Washington National Airport, or Baltimore-Washington International Airport. 

UMRCC Annual Meeting 

http://umrcc.org/What's New.html
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Calendar 

Registration: The Events Page (http://molluskconservation.org/EVENTS/2016Workshop/2016_FMCS-Workshop.html) on the 

FMSC web site should be consulted for information on registration and further details regarding the Workshop.  

Early registration begins on November 1, 2015, and will close on December 31, 2015.  There’s lots of other im-

portant information about the meeting on the website so be sure to check it out, including the Call for Abstracts, 

Lodging Information, Info about the Poster Session, and Requests for Sponsorships.  Registration rates range 

$140-$200 through December 31st, 2015, and $200-$260 after this date.  SO PLEASE REGISTER ASAP! 

Call for Abstracts: The abstract submission deadline for the February 2016 Workshop is December 31, 2015. 

The Workshop committee will only accept abstracts for poster presentations. Poster size is limited to 4 x 4 feet.  

If you wish to bring a display unit, contact Curt Elderkin (elderkin@tcnj.edu) to request special arrangements.  

Abstracts for poster presentations are limited to 300 words. The abstract title should appear in all caps and be 

followed by the author name(s) and affiliation(s).  Abstracts should be written in Word utilizing Arial 11 point 

font. Abstracts should include clearly stated objectives, brief methods, general results, and the basic conclusion. 

File name of the abstract should be the last name of the presenting author, e.g., LastName_FMCS2016.docx  

(or .doc)   Submit your abstract to: fmcs2016workshop@gmail.com. 

Example abstract from a previous Workshop: 

ASSESSING THE HAZARDS OF CURRENT USE PESTICIDES TO EARLY LIFE STAGES OF NATIVE 

FRESHWATER MUSSELS.  Robert B. Bringolf1, LeRoy F. Humphries2, Peter R. Lazaro1, Chris Eads2, Chris 

Barnhart3, Damian Shea1, Jay F. Levine2, and W. Gregory Cope1. 1Department of Environmental and Molecu-

lar Toxicology, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695; 2College of Veterinary Medicine, North 

Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27606; 3Department of Biology, Missouri State University, Springfield, 

MO 65804. 

Native freshwater mussels (family Unionidae) are among the most imperiled faunal groups in North America. 

Approximately 67% of the nearly 300 freshwater mussel species are considered vulnerable to extinction or al-

ready extinct. North Carolina has historically supported 56 species of mussels; however, 82% of those species are 

currently listed as endangered, threatened, or of special concern by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 

State of North Carolina. Although numerous stressors have been implicated in the decline of freshwater mussels, 

the effects of pesticides on native mussels is largely unknown. Timing of pesticide application combined with the 

unique life history and reproductive strategy of mussels makes them susceptible to pesticide exposure. The objec-

tive of this study was to determine the hazards of pesticides to early life stages of freshwater mussels. We per-

formed acute toxicity tests with glochidia (7 species) and juveniles (6 species) exposed to a suite of current use 

pesticides (atrazine, fipronil, pendimethalin, and permethrin) and a reference toxicant (NaCl). Our results indi-

cate that these pesticides, at concentrations approaching water solubility, were not acutely toxic to the species of 

glochidia and juveniles tested. However, in a 21-d chronic toxicity test performed with 4-month old juvenile 

Lampsilis siliquoidea exposed to atrazine, the 14-d atrazine LC50 was 15.8 mg/L (95% confidence interval 12.0-

19.5) and the 21-d atrazine LC50 was 4.3 mg/L (95% confidence interval 2.8-5.8). Effects on growth and genotox-

icity (single-strand DNA breaks) were also determined in the chronic test. Our results indicate that the relative 

risk associated with acute exposure of early life stages of mussels to the current use pesticides tested singly is like-

ly low; however, survival and genotoxicity results indicate that chronic exposure of juvenile mussels to atrazine 

may be impacting mussel populations and warrants further investigation, as does the assessment of pesticide 

mixtures.  

http://molluskconservation.org/EVENTS/2016Workshop/2016_FMCS-Workshop.html
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The goal of the Program Committee is to assemble and publish the draft meeting agenda and         

abstracts on the FMCS website (http://molluskconservation.org/) by mid-January 2016. 

Lodging: Rooms at the National Conservation Training Center are located in one of several lodges.  Check-in 

time is 1:00 p.m.; early arrivals will be registered based on room availability.  Each individually controlled    

heated and air-conditioned guest room has a double bed, reclining chair, combination desk and work space,    

television with cable TV, personal safe, Internet connection cables or wireless access, additional table top fan, 

extra blanket, hair dryer, shampoo and body soap. Each lodge building has a separate lounge for group         

gatherings.   See more information at http://nctc.fws.gov/campus/facilities.html#Lodging 

To register for a room please phone 877-706-NCTC (6282) or 304- 876-7900; e-mail: hotel_reservations@fws.gov 

All guests will be charged for on-site lodging and meals while attending NCTC EVENTS at a rate of $137/day. 

There are other accommodations in the area, but all attendees are encouraged to stay on-site since meals are   

included in the cost. PLEASE GET YOUR ROOMS NOW! 

Calling All Students! Check out this important information for you.   We need bodies to work the             

registration table, answer questions and help out at the Workshop to earn a little cash!  Contact: Curt Elderkin, 

2016 Workshop Co-Chair (curtelderkin@gmail.com) or David Berg, 2016 Workshop Co-Chair 

(bergdj@miaohio.edu) 

Request for Sponsorships: We are now officially requesting sponsorships for our 2015 meeting. Please go 

to http://molluskconservation.org/EVENTS/2016Workshop/2016Workshop_SPONSOR.html  to become a    

sponsor! 

 

  

 

All Sponsor Contributions Include Recognition in the Joint Meeting Program 

River >$1000 

  

One Complimentary Registration, Logo on Website Registration Page 

  

Stream 
$500-
$1000 

  

One Registration Reduced by 25%, Logo Displayed at the Welcome Mixer,     
Logo on Website Registration Page 

Eddy $100-$499 

  

Logo on Website Registration Page 

  

Mussel <$100 

  

Recognition in the Workshop Program 

  

http://molluskconservation.org/
http://nctc.fws.gov/campus/facilities.html#Lodging
http://molluskconservation.org/EVENTS/2016Workshop/2016Workshop_SPONSOR.html
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Workshop Schedule 

Tuesday, February 16:  arrival at NCTC, registration, dinner, and social 

Wednesday, February 17 

Morning Session:  Introduction to Conservation Genetics 

Dr. David J. Berg,  Miami University 

Dr. Kentaro Inoue, Technical University of Munich 

• Introduction and genetics refresher 

• Genetic structure within and among populations 

allelic richness, heterozygosity, FST, and gene flow 

• Laboratory Session I 

use of GenAlEx (Genetic Analysis in Excel) 

  Afternoon Session:  Big Trouble in Little Populations 

Dr. Curt L. Elderkin, The College of New Jersey 

Dr. Emy M. Monroe,  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

• Loss of genetic variation in populations of conservation concern 

inbreeding, genetic drift, genetically effective population size (Ne) 

• Laboratory Session II 

quantifying inbreeding, genetic drift, and Ne 

   Evening Session 

• Poster session:  Advances in Freshwater Mollusk Conservation 

• Social (concurrent with poster session) 

Thursday, February 18 

   Morning Session:  Phylogenetics and Species Delineation 

Dr. Kevin J. Roe,  Iowa State University 

Dr. David M. Hayes, Eastern Kentucky University 

• Population and species delineation 

distinct populations and management units, phylogeography 

• Laboratory Session III 

use of phylogeographic tools 

   Afternoon Session:  New Directions in Conservation Genetics 

• Environmental DNA (eDNA) for detecting biodiversity 

Emy Monroe & David Hayes 

• Genetics and Captive Propagation of Freshwater Mollusks 

David Berg 

• PLENARY PRESENTATION:  Introduction to Conservation Genomics 

Dr. Gordon Luikart, University of Montana 

• “Review session”:  How can these tools be used? 

   Evening Session 

• Social, discussion of all the cool things learned 

Friday, February 19:  departure after breakfast  

Calendar 
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Seasonal Reflections 

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html 

 

By Ken Lubinski, Brownsville, MN 

Boat Trailer Blues 

November’s a time of drizzle and cold. 

Again I have waited too long, 

to take out the boat, dented and old, 

a job for the stupid but strong. 

 

The boat trailer lies like a sleeping black cur, 

next to the garage in the mud. 

Unwilling to rise, it gives me a sneer, 

its brake lights the color of blood. 

 

My gloves are too thin as I crank up the jack, 

the burrs on the handle cut skin. 

And now I’m aware of a pain in my back, 

the vertebrae twisting like tin.  

 

Three or four whacks with a hammer, 

a handful of stinky brown grease, 

a quick finger-jammer, a swear and a stammer, 

the hitch is connected with ease.  

The half empty tires are frosty I see. 

They suck at the mud as they turn. 

In contrast the bearings no longer turn free, 

They slowly have started to burn. 

      

Three colored wires are tangled. 

One light refuses to glow. 

The other one shines, but at a right angle. 

And now it has started to snow. 

 

Exhausted and frozen, I am aware  

that still I am only half done. 

I hope that the next part is better than last year 

when down the boat ramp I did run. 

 

This is the last time.  Never again. 

I’d rather be home snug in bed. 

To get all this pleasure, out of November,  

I’ll visit my dentist instead. 
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Coordinator’s Comments 

Just want to say I hope everyone had a great fall, the weather in SE Minnesota has been about as       

fantastic as weather can be up here.  Iowa DNR hosted the Fall Meetings for Fish, Wildlife, Mussel and 

Water Quality Tech Sections.  Certainly want to thank Mike Griffin, Scott Gritters, Travis Moore and 

John Olson for hosting and leading the effort on these meetings.  They all put together great agendas 

with interesting presentations.  Several items are driving these Tech Sections including vegetation    

analysis for the wildlife section, completing the fourth edition of the Compendium for fish tech.  Mussel 

Tech are working on monitoring and management of three new endangered species and water quality is 

finishing up on the Strategic Monitoring Plan, led by UMRBA.  These are all very ambitious and        

interesting projects that will help river management move forward and benefit the resource.  I wish all 

involved in these projects the very best.    

Most of all what I would like to convey, in this my last writing 

as UMRCC Coordinator, is how wonderful it has been working 

with all of you!!  This organization and the folks working on 

the Upper Miss are truly one of a kind.  There is no doubt in 

my mind that you River Rats are as dedicated to this resource 

as anyone could be.  I want to 

take my hat off and thank you all for making this area a better place for 

the millions that come to enjoy and play in this huge stream.  Not to    

mention the benefits to the fish and wild life that are so important to this 

system.  It is because of your hard work that we have such great natural 

resources to enjoy.  Many of the world’s large rivers are suffering a much 

more difficult fate.  Don’t get me wrong there are still improvements to be   

made but I do believe conditions are moving in the right direction.   

So keep up the fight and remember to sit back once and a while and 

enjoy your accomplishments.  You all deserve to revel in the fact 

that it is because of you this system is so unique and still functions at 

quite a high level considering all the demands on it.  I will be here 

until the end (or almost the end) of December.  Until the position is 

filled our Center Director, Teresa Lewis, will be filling in as the   

coordinator along with assistance from Louise Mauldin and Heidi 

Keuler.  Mark Steingraeber will continue putting the newsletter   

together.  I thank all these individuals for pitching in and taking on 

this extra work.    

I also wish you all the best of luck and please stop in when your travels take you through Winona.  We 

have a nice get away on the river which Tom Boland, Dan Sallee and Bernie Schonhoff experienced this 

fall.  I think they will tell you it is worth a visit!  Keep the river lower than your nose but above your 

toes and love it, I know you all do!!      

                         Scott Yess 

J. Duyvejonck 

S. Yess 

B. Johnson 

Pikes Peak State Park (IA) 

Lake Itasca State Park (MN) 

Fish Tech Meeting 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Martin Konrad - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

 

UMRCC Board Members 

Janet Sternburg - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DOC - Jefferson City, MO 

Bradford Parsons - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN 

Kevin Irons - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR, Fairport, IA 

Scott Gritters - Fish Section Chairperson - Iowa DNR - Bellevue, IA 

Mike Griffin - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Iowa DNR - Bellevue, IA 

John Olson - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Randy Schnoebelen - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Missouri DOC - Kirksville, MO 

Travis Moore - Mussel Section Chairperson - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Brenda Kelley & Ruth Nissen - OREIT Section Co-Chairs - WI DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Scott Yess - Coordinator - USFWS - Onalaska, WI 

 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the          

preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, 

plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

Coordinator’s Quiz 

The Summer Newsletter quiz question was  –  Common carp 

were first caught by angling in the Upper Mississippi River 

in 1880; where did this occur?  

Answer:  Hannibal, Missouri   Jonathon Sobiech sent in the 

first correct answer. 

The Quiz Question for the Fall Newsletter is –  Name the Civil War 

general and West Point graduate who, earlier in his military career, 

was an engineer and built a wing dam to direct the main channel of 

the Upper Mississippi River toward the Missouri side of the river 

near St. Louis. 

The first correct answer emailed to Scott_Yess@fws.gov wins a prize! 

D. Raver 


