
 

Chair’s Letter 

 

August is here! Where has 2013 gone?  Most of the spawning in the rivers has taken 

place; the spring floods (and excessive rain) have passed with many areas now 

experiencing the somewhat predictable summer low flows.  I am sitting here, just prior to 

the start of our Illinois State Fair, thinking that the attendees will be flocking in to our 

CONSERVATION WORLD in just a few minutes. One of the most popular places here 

at the state fair.  Within this unique area of the state fair, there are few bright colored 

prizes, and no loud barkers (except for our WHIP GUY!), yet people choose to visit our 

Law enforcement staff, Wildlife, Fisheries, and Outreach Specialists to learn about the 

nature around them.  Consider reaching out to your community and share what resources 

we have, whether at a fair, school outing, or just that person skipping stones at the boat 

ramp.  One person who would appreciate your efforts would be Cindy Samples, we can’t 

let her down.  She has not been doing what she prefers, but I hear positive reports (as you 

will here in the Newsletter).  Great news! Keep it up Cindy! 

 

People LOVE to hear about the great resources we have available here in the Midwest, 

and especially along the Upper Mississippi River.  Many of you reading this spend much 

of your careers managing, researching, and otherwise assisting others for the wise 

management of these resources.  As our fall meetings approach, take some pictures and 

make some notes to share with your fellow River Rats who have not had the opportunity 

to be in your river reach.  We want to hear about your successes and challenges.  Many 

who are reading this have just spent time with other River Rats sampling Pools 8 and 9 

just in the past few months, I am anxious to hear what is happening there.  Please, enjoy 

the last few days of summer, as autumn is closing in fast.  Enjoy the mud under your 

fingernails and looking forward to seeing all at the fall meetings! 

 

 

Kevin Irons 

The UMRCC Newsletter   

                                       

Summer 2013 
 

This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee but 

does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or comments 

regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue, Onalaska, 

Wisconsin 54650.  Phone: (608) 783-8432.  E-mail Coordinator at umrcc@mississippi-

river.com.  Visit our website at  http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 
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River Resource News  
  

Asian Carp update 
 
As of June 26, 2013, MNDNR has deployed 51 Vemco acoustic receivers in the 

Minnesota, St Croix and Mississippi rivers.  Receivers are in place in Mississippi River 

Pools 1, 2, and the upper end of Pool 3, with two receivers above and below Coon Rapids 

Dam (no lock).  So far 11 receivers have been retrieved and downloaded but high water 

has been wreaking havoc with further retrievals.  We are hoping to retrieve and re-deploy 

the remaining receivers by the end of July/early August. 

  

Transmitters implanted into fish (Vemco V-13 and V-16) have a life expectancy of 1.45 

and 10 years, respectively.  So far, 20 common carp, 20 smallmouth buffalo, 13 

freshwater drum, 13 flathead catfish, and 10 white bass have been implanted with 

transmitters.  In addition to the transmitters, those fish had orange T-bar tags implanted 

into the dorsal area and an internal anchor was placed in the incision wound before final 

sutures were placed to close the wound.  The external tags are numbered and also read 

―TRANSMITTER IN THE FISH‖ and ―PLEASE RELEASE ME.‖  The tags also say 

―MNDNR‖ but the internal anchor tags that went into the first 60 fish actually said 

―MDDNR‖ due to a printing error from the manufacturer.  We did not catch that error 

until the picture was printed in the newspaper following a media event covering the 

project. 

  

We still plan to continue implanting transmitters into fish as our goal was to deploy 150 

transmitters between Pools 1 and 2 and the St Croix River.  Some of the species have 

been hard to come by depending on the location.  Eventually, we will get some 

transmitters into some paddlefish, lake sturgeon, and shovelnose sturgeon, and will 

implant the remaining white bass, freshwater drum, and flathead catfish. 

  

Preliminary data from the 11 receivers downloaded so far showed one common carp 

locked through Lock and Dam 1 in an upstream direction, and one smallmouth buffalo 

locked through in a downstream direction.  Forty six of the 76 implanted fish have been 

detected so far and that number will grow as we are able to get out and download more 

receivers.  Twenty four out of 25 transmitters at large were detected in Pool 1 at the time 

those receivers were downloaded.  There was also an unverified report of a common carp 

with orange tags caught by an angler in the St Croix River (the angler did not speak 

English and it is not known if the fish was released or harvested and the tag numbers 

were not reported).  We hope to retrieve those acoustic receivers in the next few weeks to 

see if a common carp indeed made that trip past at least Lock and Dam 2 and up the  

St Croix. 

  

By Joel Stiras - MNDNR 
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Fledgling Floodplain Science Network Goes Public 
 

 

 
In June, 2012, a small but committed 

group of scientists, economists and river 

stakeholders decided to take a new 

approach to making a difference when it 

comes to Midwestern floods and 

floodplains.  They created the Floodplain 

Science Network (FpSN) and in May, 

2013, activated the network’s website to 

more effectively communicate credible 

but complex information to the public.  

 

Floods are getting worse. On 

floodplains, the public good is frequently 

seen as being at odds with private 

property rights.  Polarization between 

different floodplain interest groups 

seems to have dead-locked decision-

making processes and made common 

sense a lot less common.   

 

Members of the FpSN think more 

relevant and timely information will help 

reveal attractive and acceptable trade-

offs. 

 

The work of the FpSN is being done by 

volunteers. In the early stages of the 

network, members will focus on inter-

disciplinary coordination and 

communication.  They’ve already 

completed a survey of information needs 

and are developing a response to those 

needs in a science perspective of 

priorities that should be addressed in the 

next five years.  The network won’t 

compete with other science institutions, 

but instead intends to add value to their 

work by assisting in communicating 

their results to the non-scientific public.  

The FpSN will focus on problem solving 

as opposed to taking sides, defending 

positions, or building a large institution.   

 

 

Membership is open, in keeping with the 

network’s grass-roots approach to 

promoting the use of science and 

economics by all river stakeholders. The 

FpSN’s web address is: 

http://floodplainsciencenetwork.org/ 

 

Ken Lubinski sent in by Randy Hines - USGS 

 

http://cida.usgs.gov/mwa/floods/
http://floodplainsciencenetwork.org/natural-floodplain-benefits/
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Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge 

Habitat Management Planning 
 

In 2006 the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge (Refuge) 

completed its Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).  Completion of the CCP would 

not have been possible without the assistance of multiple individuals representing various 

state, federal and tribal agencies, and non-governmental organizations.  The Refuge’s 

CCP process was also characterized by an extraordinary level of public involvement and 

input.  While the Refuge’s CCP serves as a guide for the administration and management 

of the Refuge for a 15-year period, successful implementation of the CCP requires the 

completion of several ―step-down‖ plans.  Step-down plans address specific management 

programs or initiatives identified in CCP objectives and strategies, but they are intended 

to address these programs or initiatives in much greater detail than the CCP. 

 

One of the step-down plans currently being completed by the Refuge is a Habitat 

Management Plan (HMP).  U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) policy directs all 

Refuges to complete an HMP and all HMPs are written using a standard format 

prescribed by Service policy and guidance to insure consistency within the National 

Wildlife Refuge System.  One component of every HMP is the identification of 

Resources of Concern.  Service policy defines Resources of Concern as ―…all plant 

and/or animal species, species groups, or communities specifically identified in refuge 

purpose(s), System mission, or international, national, regional, state, or ecosystem 

conservation plans or acts. For example, waterfowl and shorebirds are a resource of 

concern on a refuge whose purpose is to protect "migrating waterfowl and shorebirds." 

Federal or State threatened and endangered species on that same refuge are also a 

resource of concern under terms of the respective endangered species acts.‖ 

 

Each Refuge has a purpose as defined in the legislation or Executive Order that was 

enacted to create the Refuge.  The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish 

Refuge was established by an act of Congress in 1924 and the enabling legislation 

identified the Refuge’s purposes as ―…a refuge and breeding place for migratory birds… 

a refuge and breeding place for other wild birds, game animals, fur-bearing animals, and 

for the conservation of wild flowers and aquatic plants, and… a refuge and breeding 

place for fish and other aquatic animal life.‖ 

 

While the Refuge’s purposes seem broad enough that potentially any plant or animal 

could be considered a Resource of Concern, Service policy helps narrow the focus by 

directing Refuge HMPs to consider factors such as whether populations on a Refuge 

represent a substantial portion of the species’ total population, whether Refuge 

management actions are likely to have a meaningful impact on a species, and whether a 

species’ habitat needs represent or overlap with the habitat needs of multiple other 

species.  The Refuge solicited technical assistance in identifying potential Resource of 

Concern species from over 150 individuals in the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa 

and Illinois.   
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Subsequently the Refuge hosted a workshop that was attended by representatives of the 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa Departments of Natural Resources, the U. S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, and the U. S. Geological Survey.  At the workshop, participants 

assigned scores to each of the potential Resource of Concern species that reflect the 

abundance of a species on the Refuge, the ability of a species to respond to management 

actions, the degree to which a species may represent a larger guild or group of species, 

and the ability of a species to represent broader ecological processes.  This scoring 

exercise will assist with the identification of species which the Refuge could reasonably 

expect to benefit through habitat management activities and it will also assist with the 

identification of species that might be monitored so the effect of habitat management 

activities can be assessed. 

 

Once priority Resource of Concern species are identified, the habitats they occupy will 

likewise be prioritized and the limiting factors or threats to those habitats will be 

identified.  Habitat management goals and objectives will then be crafted to address the 

priority habitats.  The goals of the Habitat Management Plan will identify desired future 

conditions while the objectives will be outcome-oriented and will specify what will be 

achieved in measurable terms.  Most objectives in the Habitat Management Plan will 

likely be based on habitat attributes (acres, percent cover, diameter at breast height, etc.) 

but some objectives may be based on population attributes (catch per unit effort, 

waterfowl use days, etc.). 

 

The Refuge’s CCP identified many of the broad habitat types that will be treated in the 

Habitat Management Plan, including bottomland hardwood forests, grasslands, and 

wetlands.  Planning efforts in which the Refuge has contributed to or adopted, such as the 

Environmental Pool Plans and the Habitat Needs Assessment, address additional habitats, 

particularly aquatic habitats important to fish and mussel resources.  All of these habitats 

are important and the Refuge and its partners will work to effectively manage all of them 

to the benefit of the species they support.  However, limits to the amount of human and 

financial resources available for management actions requires a prioritization process to 

insure the Refuge is able to achieve the greatest level of effectiveness.   The Habitat 

Management Plan will help the Refuge focus limited resources on high priority habitats.  

 

By Stephen Winter - FWS 

 

Individuals who were contacted represented 

state Departments of Natural Resources, The 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U. S. 

Geological Survey, the U. S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Illinois Natural History Survey, 

several Universities and several non-

governmental organizations.  This effort 

resulted in a list of over 270 species that were 

considered as potential Resources of Concern. 
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Mississippi River survey finds many zebra mussels 

By Tyler Langan – Quad-cities 

Dispatch 

 

CORDOVA — Biologists and 

volunteers spread out over a two-mile 

stretch of the Mississippi River 

Wednesday in search of endangered 

Higgins eye pearly mussels. 

The goal was to record information on 

the native mussels, and clean them of an 

invasive species known for killing them.  

About six boatloads of mussel hunters 

left the Cordova boat ramp about 9:30 

a.m. and headed to the mussel bed just 

north of the ramp. The boats spread out 

along the shoreline, and passengers got 

off and began pulling up mussels from 

the silty river bottom. 

 

 
Photo: John Greenwood 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 
endangered species coordinator Kristen 
Lundh examines a mussel she pulled 
from the Mississippi River near Cordova 
Wednesday morning during the annual 
mussel search and cleaning by the 
Corps of Engineers and its federal and 
state partners. Biologists, students and 
volunteers searched for the endangered 
mussel, Higgins eye pearly mussel, and 
the presence of parasitic zebra 
mussels.  

 

 

 

Attached to many of the mussels were 

several tiny zebra mussels.  "They attach 

to the native mussels and then crowd 

them out, reducing their ability to feed,  

to spawn, just to carry out a normal life," 

said Joe Jordan, a biologist with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers.  The 

biologists helped volunteers identify 

threatened or endangered species such as 

the Higgens eye, yellow sand shell, 

black sand shell and butterfly mussels. 

The threatened and endangered species 

were counted, and many returned to the 

river. 

 

Some mussels were to be taken to a 

hatchery to be kept safe for 

reproduction, said Jon Duyvejonck, a 

biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service.  Mr. Duyvejonck said the 

morning collection wasn't typical for the 

search.  "We found several species, but it 

seems we didn't find as many Higgins 

eye as usual," he said during a lunch 

break. "But we have a lot of people, so 

maybe after lunch we'll find another 

hundred or so."  Higgins eye mussels 

make up about 1 percent of the mussel 

population in the river, Mr. Duyvejonck 

said. 

 

About 40 people showed up to help at 

the first search from 9:30 a.m. to noon, 

and another search was scheduled for 

12:45 p.m. The biologists and volunteers 

came from the Iowa and Illinois 

Departments of Natural Resources, the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

Illinois Natural History Survey, The 

Army Corps of Engineers and 

Augustana College. 
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Zebra mussels entered the U.S. in the 

late 1980s in the discharge from 

shipping vessels from the Black and 

Caspian seas, according to an Army 

Corps of Engineers news release. Mr. 

Jordan said it was feared that they would 

devastate U.S. lakes and rivers.  "The 

good news is we've started to see the 

zebra mussel population stabilize," he 

said."It just hasn't consumed everything 

like we thought they would. They've 

kind of balanced out."  Zebra mussels 

cause problems for humans by clogging 

water intakes for water purification and 

treatment plants, which is expensive for 

companies, Mr. Jordan said.  It's unlikely 

that humans will be able to completely 

remove zebra mussels from the 

Mississippi, Mr. Duyvejonck said.  "As 

far as some sort of artificial control in 

the river, no one's come up with a good 

solution for that yet," he said."We just 

gotta learn to live with them." 

 
Photo: John Greenwood 
 
Corps of Engineers public affairs specialist 
Hilary Markin holds a mussel with smaller 
zebra mussels attached to it. The mussel 
was pulled from the Mississippi River near 
Cordova during the annual mussel search 
and cleaning excursion Wednesday, 
conducted by the Corps of Engineers and its 
federal and state partners. Biologists, 
students and volunteers combed the shores 
of the Mississippi River in search of the 
federally endangered mussel, Higgins eye 
pearly mussel (Lampsilis higginsii). All 
mussels were cleaned of zebra mussels and 
biologists recorded each species, its size 
and relative health before returning them to 
the river.  
 

 

Sent in by Joe Jordan - COE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coordinator Comments  
  

 
 

Fall Tech Section meetings will be held 

jointly for Fish, Wildlife and Mussels 

Oct. 1-3 at Kibbe.  I will be working 

with the Tech Chairs to get out the 

Agenda’s and line up presenters.  The 

Water Quality Tech Section will hold 

their meeting at LACMERS near 

Muscatine September 24 & 25.  Please 

mark your calendars and we will see you 

this Fall.  

 

Get ready for a new round of UMRCC 

Field Trip Grants.  At the beginning of 

the school year there will be an 

announcement for proposals.  Please 

encourage your local schools to 

participate in this great opportunity to 

get their students to the Mighty Miss and 

have their travel funds paid.   

 

Brad Parsons (Minnesota Delegate) will 

be the new UMRCC Rep to MICRA.  

Brad was asked by MICRA Chair Ron 

Benjamin to fill this role and he accepted 

Ron’s offer.  Brad looks forward to the 

new role and challenge.  Thanks Brad!! 

 

 

Conservation Grants – A request for 

Project Proposals will be sent out soon 

for projects associated with the 

Mississippi River.  The Executive Board 

approved the Grants on the Summer 

Conference Call.  I will be working with 

Kevin Irons to put together the 

guidelines. 

 

There is fantastic news concerning 

Cindy Samples she is recovering very 

quickly and has come a long way.  

Cindy is the current Chair of the OREIT 

Section and was stricken by a brain 

aneurism in early July.  She had very 

successful surgery and worked very hard 

in her rehabilitation and is now 

recouping at home with support from her 

family and friends.  You can bet we will 

be hearing from Cindy soon.  

 

I was fortunate to get out this week and 

assist on the vegetation monitoring 

conducted on Pools 8 & 9.  Once again it 

was a tremendous effort by nearly 20 

crews each day.  Thanks to Mike Griffin 

and Lisa Reid for organizing such a 

large field effort!  And many thanks to 

all who participated in this very 

worthwhile monitoring program. 

 

 
 

 

 



Congressional Action Related to the Upper Mississippi River 
 

 

 
 
Climate Change 
 

Bill # S. 332, Bernard Sanders (VT) 
To address climate disruptions, reduce 
carbon pollution, enhance the use of clean 
energy, and promote resilience in the 
infrastructure of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 
 
 

Bill # H.R.765, Lois Capps (CA) 
To authorize the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
establish a program of awarding grants to 
owners or operators of water systems to 
increase resiliency or adaptability of the 
systems to any ongoing or forecasted 
changes to the hydrologic conditions of a 
region of the United States.  
 
Conservation 
 
Bill # H.R.875, James Sensenbrenner (WI) 
To provide for a comprehensive assessment 
of the scientific and technical research on 
the implications of the use of mid-level 
ethanol blends, and for other purposes. 
 
Bill # H.R. 916, Ron Kind (WI) 
To improve Federal land management, 
resource conservation, environmental 
protection, and use of Federal real property, 
by requiring the Secretary of the Interior to 
develop a multipurpose cadastre of Federal 
real property and identifying inaccurate, 
duplicate, and out-of-date Federal land 
inventories, and for other purposes.  
 
 

 
Endangered Species 
 
Bill # H.R.576, Steve Stockman (TX) 
Requires the Secretary of the Interior to 
reissue the final rule published on 
September 2, 2005, which allows for the 
taking, export or re-import, delivery, receipt, 
carrying, and transport, shipment, or sale in 
interstate or foreign commerce, in the 
course of a commercial activity, of U.S. 
captive-bred live scimitar-horned oryx, 
addax, or dama gazelle, including embryos, 
gametes, and sport-hunted trophies, as long 
as certain criteria are met, including that the 
purpose of such activity is associated with 
the management or transfer of live wildlife or 
sport hunting in a manner that contributes to 
increasing or sustaining captive numbers or 
to potential reintroduction to range countries. 
 
Bill # H.R.1175, Dianne Feinstein (CA) 
To require the Secretary of the Treasury to 
establish a program to provide loans and 
loan guarantees to enable eligible public 
entities to acquire interests in real property 
that are in compliance with habitat 
conservation plans approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, and for 
other purposes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=186
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11305
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Invasive Species 
  
Bill # H.R.358, Betty McCollum (MN)  
To direct the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, in coordination with the Army Corps 
of Engineers, the National Park Service, and 
the United States Geological Survey, to lead 
a multiagency effort to slow the spread of 
Asian Carp in the Upper Mississippi and 
Ohio River basins and tributaries, and for 
other purposes.  
 
Bill # H.R.709, Keith Ellison (MN) 
To authorize the Secretary of the Army to 
take actions to manage the threat of Asian 
carp traveling up the Mississippi River in the 
State of Minnesota, and for other purposes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Resources  

Bill # S.565, Richard Durbin (IL) 
Directs the Chief of Engineers to carry out a 
study of the Mississippi River Basin to: (1) 
improve the coordinated and comprehensive 
management of water resource projects in 
the greater Mississippi River Basin relating 
to extreme weather conditions, and (2) 
evaluate the feasibility of modifications to 
those projects and develop new projects to 
improve the reliability of navigation and 
more effectively reduce flood risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11637
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=433
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=133600
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CALENDAR  
 

Meetings, Conferences and Events 
 

 

American Fisheries Society Meeting 

September 8-12, 2013 

Little Rock,  AR 

http://fisheries.org/meetings 

 

UMRCC Fall Water Quality Tech 

September 24 & 25, 2013 

Fairport, Iowa  

 

UMRCC Fall Fish, Wildlife and 

Mussel Tech 

October 1-3, 2013 

Kibbe 

 

 

 

The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting 

October 5-10, 2013 

Milwaukee, WI 

http://wildlifesociety.org/ 

 

Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 

January 26-29, 2014 

Kansas City, MO 

 

UMRCC 70
th

 Annual Meeting  

March 18-20, 2014 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 

 

 

See www.big-river.com/br.calendar.html for additional interesting events on the UMR! 
 
 

Training/Workshops  

Check out the FWS National Training Centers Web Site at training.fws.gov 
 

Coordinators Quiz    

The Spring Newsletter quiz question was: What fish is active at night, guards its eggs, 

has a serrate preopercle and is a favorite of Johnny Depp?   Answer – Pirate Perch   

I did not receive the correct answer so please try this time. 

 

The Quiz Question for the Summer Newsletter is –  What is the host fish for the 

Butterfly Mussel?  The first correct answer emailed to Scott_yess@fws.gov will receive 

a $10 gift certificate.   

 

http://fisheries.org/meetings
http://wildlifesociety.org/
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UMRCC Chair 

Kevin Irons – Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL  

 

Executive Board 

Ron Benjamin – Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Martin Konrad – Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Janet Sternburg – Missouri Delegate - Missouri DOC - Jefferson City, MO 

Brad Parsons – Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR – St. Paul, MN 

Bernie Schonhoff – Secretary/Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Travis Moore – Fish Section Chair - Missouri DOC – Hannibal, MO  

Megan Moore – Wildlife Section Chair - Minnesota DNR – Lake City, MN 

Louise Hotka – Water Quality Section Chair – Minnesota PCA – St. Paul, MN  

Tyler Strelow – Law Enforcement Section Chair - Wisconsin DNR – La Crosse, WI 

Cindy Samples – OREIT (Recreation) Section Chair – FWS - Winona, MN 

Rich Lewis – Mussel Section Chair – Illinois DNR – Springfield, IL 

Kevin Foerster – Refuge Observer - Fish & Wildlife Service - Winona, MN 

Scott Yess – Coordinator - Fish & Wildlife Service - La Crosse, WI 

 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 

with the goal to:  “Promote the preservation and wise utilization of the natural and 

recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, plans 

and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

 

 
 

Send comments and items for future editions to: 
UMRCC Coordinator - Scott Yess 

scott_yess@fws.gov 
Phone: 608/783-8432 


