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As summer wanes it’s been quite a year so far.  High water was prolonged and probably allowed 

extensive fish movement.  This is of course a two edged sword, while many important native species 

are allowed the use the whole river again it also means exotics can move too.  As time goes on we will 

ascertain whether the benefit of the native fish movement was or wasn’t offset by exotics.  This is an 

example of the great management conundrum.  Whether it is ducks, deer, fish, boating, exotics, etc., 

we try to deal with a myriad of issues, interpreted by a myriad of users.  The great balancing act is 

to try to meet their needs.  Unfortunately with diverse users and issues managers have the difficult 

task of attempting to be King Solomon, and try to find the center of a polarized issue. My advice to 

managers is do good science, listen, be patient and thoughtful.  Many times it feels like the sky is 

falling, but it isn’t.    

 

 

Ron Benjamin 

The UMRCC Newsletter   

 

Summer 2014 

  

This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee 

(UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions 

or comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester      

Avenue, Onalaska, WI 54650.  Phone: (608) 783-8432.  E-mail Coordinator at um-

rcc@mississippi-river.com. Visit our website at http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 

  

Chairman’s Letter 
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Banner Banding Season in 2014 
By Brenda Kelly, Mississippi River Wildlife Biologist - WI DNR  

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources staff 

took to the field and water to meet their Canada 

goose banding quota in 2014.  As plans were       

underway, the water levels on the Mississippi River 

caused concerns that meeting the 600 bird goal may 

prove difficult out on the river.  But, the dedicated 

and enthusiastic group comprised of agency partners 

from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 

US Fish and Wildlife Service, KAMO (Kids and 

Mentors Outdoors), volunteers and a few retired  

resource managers tackled the task of banding 643 

geese in 6 days. 

Why put bands on geese? 

Karen Osterkamp, IA DNR Fisheries Biologist 

(left) and John Wetzel, retired WI DNR           

Mississippi River Wildlife Supervisor 

have their hands full! 

River Resource News 

Do you think this adventure is for you? 

Contact Brenda Kelly (Brenda.kelly@wisconsin.gov) and sign up for 2015! 

WI DNR WI DNR 

How do you band a Canada goose?  During mid 

June through mid July, geese molt their feathers and 

are unable to fly.  It is at this time that we can round 

them up and herd them into a holding pen.  We  

handle each individual bird to determine its gender 

and age, record the banding location, then place a 

metal band marked with a unique identification 

number on their leg prior to releasing them back  

into the wild. 

WI DNR 

Once they are banded, we may encounter them 

again through recapture in an annual banding   

operation or recovery of the band when the bird is 

dead, likely through hunter harvest.  Looking at 

this return information, biologists and researchers 

have learned about life span, abundance,           

distribution and migration patterns and are able to 

monitor population levels.  If you look at life span 

alone, a bird band that was reported to the bird 

banding laboratory in Laurel, Maryland provided 

information that a Canada goose was 33 years old!  

WI DNR 
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River Resource News 

New Upper Mississippi Wildlife Refuge 

Leader Brings River-Deep Expertise 

By Beena Raghavendran, Star Tribune* - 22 July 2014 

*Copyright 2014 Star Tribune. Republished with permission of Star Tribune, Minneapolis, MN. No further republication or redistribution is permitted without 

the consent of Star Tribune.  Available on-line at http://www.startribune.com/local/268195982.html 

Sabrina Chandler will move to Winona as the new Upper 

Mississippi River Wildlife Refuge complex manager. 

When Sabrina Chandler is on the job, life can be              

unpredictable — she could slip into water, dodge barges or 

fall into beaver holes. 

Those risks are routine for Chandler, who has worked in 

wildlife refuges along rivers for more than a decade. 

―You always have the adventures of being in the backwater 

and getting up in the bushes and knocking snakes out of the 

trees or hornet nests,‖ Chandler said. 

In August, Chandler is returning to the rivers from the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington, D.C., to start her 

new position as complex manager for the Upper Mississippi 

River National Fish and Wildlife Refuge. She’ll help     

oversee the 16 wildlife and habitat conservation refuges in 

the Mississippi, Illinois and Missouri rivers. 

―Taking this position helps me get back to that resource and 

that conservation on the ground that I’ve been hoping to  

implement on the national level,‖ Chandler said. 

The move to Winona will be a change for Chandler, who’s 

mostly worked in the Southeast and at the other end of the 

Mississippi. 

A constant love of rivers 

Problems facing the Mississippi River include urbanization 

and habitat degradation. A river needs to be able to naturally 

flood to stay a functioning river — otherwise, its potential 

for nonnatural flooding increases, Chandler said. Controlling 

flooding with levees and building communities along the 

river doesn’t help that, she said. 

Chandler fell in love with big rivers while growing up in 

southern Mississippi along the Pascagoula River. In college, 

she visited the Mississippi River on a field trip. 

She was a natural leader early on, said Bruce Leopold, a 

professor at Mississippi State University who worked with 

Chandler. 

―She certainly had an affinity toward aquatic resources but 

her skills and her drive did not just limit her to that,‖    

Leopold said. 

Sea turtles to Hurricane Katrina 

She kicked off her career in Savannah, Ga., as a wildlife 

refuge specialist. She has worked to conserve sea turtles 

and red wolves in South Carolina and in hardwood forests 

in Arkansas; she also helped with the cleanup in          

Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. 

Chandler said she’d sometimes find full bookshelves and 

clothing floating in the river after the hurricane. ―The 

storm surge there pushed anything and everything into all 

the backwaters and up the river systems,‖ she said. 

For the past couple years, she worked in D.C. as the chief 

of staff to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan 

Ashe. She brings many skills to the new position,         

including an understanding of the situation in the rivers 

and exposure to national issues, said Tom Melius, regional 

director for the Midwest region of U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 

―This experience dealing with big river ecosystems and 

coordinating with flood and oil spill response is very    

important to have in this type of a position,‖ Melius said. 

Chandler has other aspirations beyond her career, includ-

ing taking advantage of the outdoors to keep her 3-year-

old son active. 

―We dealt a lot with alligators on the Lower Miss,‖ she 

said. ―That’s one thing that will be different on the upper 

end, not having to watch out for the alligators.‖ 

Sabrina Chandler, a 
veteran in ecosystem 
conservation along 
rivers, will help    
oversee wildlife   
refuges as a        
manager for Upper 
Mississippi River 
National Fish and 
Wildlife Refuge in 
August. 
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River Resource News 

Obama Approves Closure of Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock 

MN DNR News Release - 11 June 2014 

A significant step has been taken toward protecting the    

Upper Mississippi River above the Twin Cities from       

invasive carp. 

President Barack Obama signed legislation Tuesday, June 

10, that will close the Upper St. Anthony Falls lock to boat 

traffic. Located in downtown Minneapolis, the lock is the 

northern-most navigational structure on the Mississippi  

River. Closure will help keep invasive carp, such as bighead 

and silver carp, from reaching Mille Lacs Lake and other 

important waters north of the Twin Cities. 

The Department of Natural Resources would like to thank 

Gov. Mark Dayton and Minnesota’s congressional members 

who supported this provision. They include Sens. Amy 

Klobuchar and Al Franken and Reps. Keith Ellison, Rick 

Nolan, Erik Paulsen and Tim Walz. 

Klobuchar and Ellison were the original authors of the bill. 

Nolan played a critical role in getting the provision through 

the House committee process and championed it in         

conference committee. 

Dayton has also been a leader in bringing the issue of       

invasive carp to the public’s attention and pursuing           

protections for Minnesota’s waters. 

―Closing the Upper St. Anthony Falls lock is the single   

biggest and most important step Minnesota can take to 

keep invasive carp out of the Upper Mississippi River wa-

tershed,  

including Mille Lacs Lake,‖ said DNR Commissioner 

Tom Landwehr. ―This will protect our local economies 

and outdoor heritage in the north-central part of the state.‖ 

The DNR anticipates the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

and city of Minneapolis will work with affected parties to 

ensure timely and efficient closure. Under the new law, 

the Corps has up to one year to close the lock. 

While lock closure will prevent carp from swimming   

upstream, there still exists the risk of humans introducing 

carp into the Upper Mississippi River watershed, despite 

the fact it is illegal to transport invasive carp. The DNR 

will continue its education and enforcement efforts to 

minimize this risk. 

Landwehr said closing the lock will allow the DNR to  

reallocate its resources to other ongoing invasive carp  

prevention priorities. 

Those efforts include: creating several barrier projects in 

southwestern Minnesota to keep invasive carp from    

coming in through the Missouri River system; and     

working with the University of Minnesota Invasive     

Species Research Center to limit or slow the carps’ spread 

through the lower locks and dams to protect other parts of 

the Mississippi River and important tributaries 

like the St. Croix and Minnesota rivers. 

Year of Fishing 2015 Planning Underway 

By Courtney Solum, Visitor Services Manager - USFWS, Two Rivers NWR 

The Mississippi River Connections Collaborative’s 

(MRCC) series of events has taken a break for the year of 

2014 and will resume in 2015 with the Year of Fishing. 

Planning is underway for the series of events and the 

group hopes to kick-off with some January ice fishing on 

the upper part of the Mississippi River.  

As has been a goal for past series of events (Summer of 

Paddling 2012 and Year of Cycling 2013), MRCC strives 

to connect participants to the river through outdoor       

recreation and stewardship and encourages participants to 

continue that year’s activity on their own.  

Continued on Page 7 

 http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_dKok25glEy0/S7Um9DIUhbI/AAAAAAAAGCQ/2VlUEpOYLUk/s1600/st-anthony-falls.jpg 

The Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock in Minneapolis 

will be closed to all navigation by June 2015 
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Bighead & Silver Carp Discovered in Mississippi River Pool 2 

MN DNR News Release - 18 July 2014 

Commercial fishermen under contract by the Minnesota  

Department of Natural Resources netted two adult invasive 

carp in Pool 2 of the Mississippi River in the Cottage Grove 

area on Thursday, July 17. 

One was a bighead carp that weighed approximately 40 

pounds. The other was a silver carp – silver carp are the 

ones that leap from the water when disturbed – that weighed 

about 20 pounds. 

Pool 2 is the portion of the Mississippi River above the dam 

at Hastings and extends upstream to the Ford Dam.       

Backwater lakes included are Baldwin Lake, River Lake, 

Spring Lake, Mooers Lake and Grey Cloud Slough. 

Bighead and silver carp had not been found this far north in 

the Mississippi River. Until now, bighead carp had not been 

detected above the mouth of the St. Croix River near     

Prescott, Wis.; silver carp had not been detected above Pool 

5A near Winona. 

―The fish were caught as part of our invasive carp detection 

program,‖ said Brad Parsons, DNR regional fisheries     

manager. ―This is disappointing but not entirely               

unexpected.‖ Parsons said while it’s unknown how long  

these fish were in Pool 2 it is known that invasive carp    

migrate upstream during high water conditions. ―Such    

conditions existed for many weeks this year,‖ he said. 

Parsons said the discovery of these fish does not necessarily 

mean a breeding population of invasive carp exists within 

Pool 2. Still, he said both fish were females that contained 

eggs. ―That’s concerning,‖ he said. ―Invasive carp pose a 

threat to our native fisheries, water recreation and             

ecosystems.‖ 

The DNR will continue its invasive carp sampling efforts 

next week in an effort to determine if more or smaller      

invasive carp are in the Grey Cloud Slough area. They will 

do this by setting additional gill nets and trap nets that are 

designed to catch smaller fish. The sampling nets used by 

commercial fisherman catch larger fish. 

The DNR has been intensively sampling the Minnesota, 

St. Croix and Mississippi rivers for more than two years to  

assess the presence of all life stages of invasive carp. It is 

increasing sampling efforts in extreme southern           

Minnesota later this year (Pools 6 and 8). 

Silver and bighead carp are two of four species of invasive 

carp threatening the Mississippi River and other native 

ecosystems. They can grow to 60 pounds, and they impact 

the base of the food chain by consuming large amounts of 

plankton that native fish also rely on. 

Populations of bighead and silver carp are established in 

the Mississippi River and its tributaries downstream of 

Pool 16 in Iowa. Bighead carp have been found in Lake 

Pepin and the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers, and as far 

north as the mouth of the St. Croix in Prescott, Wis. But 

there is no indication bighead or silver carp are             

reproducing in the Minnesota waters of the Mississippi or 

St. Croix rivers. 

The DNR continues to take a multi-pronged approach to 

managing invasive carp including: 

•Monitoring for invasive carp by using targeted surveying   

and contracted commercial fishing. 

•Partnering with the University of Minnesota’s Aquatic 

Invasive Species Research Center, which is researching 

ways to prevent the spread and to manage populations of 

invasive carp. 

•Improvements to the Coon Rapids Dam to make it a  

better fish barrier. 

This discovery of invasive carp highlights the importance 

of recently passed federal legislation that will close the 

Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock by June 2015. 

The agency maintains that this is the best approach to 

keeping invasive carp out of the upper Mississippi River 

watershed. Gov. Mark Dayton has been a strong supporter 

of closing the lock. 

River Resource News 

For more information on invasive carp in Minnesota, visit                                                   

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasive-carp/index.html 
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Are Asian Carp Influencing the Fish Community as a Whole? 

By Levi Solomon, Field Research Coordinator, 

     Andy Casper, Field Station Director, & 

     Rich Pendleton, Large River Ecologist - INHS, Illinois River Biological Station 

The establishment of Asian carp within the Upper        

Mississippi River System has prompted numerous studies 

on the possible effects Asian carp may have within the 

aquatic food webs they invade.  Most of this work has 

focused on the effects Asian carp can have on plankton 

communities, while other research has shown catch rates 

and relative body condition of native planktivores has  

declined due to possible competitive interactions with 

Asian carp.  Based on these impacts on different food web 

components, this study sought to determine if Asian carp 

are influencing the overall fish community in an          

ecosystem which harbors some of the highest densities of 

Asian carp: the La Grange Reach of the Illinois River. 

Twenty one years of fish community data were compiled 

for the La Grange Reach of the Illinois River from the 

Long Term Resource Monitoring Program (LTRMP), an 

element of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Upper   

Mississippi River Restoration (UMRR).  Annual catch per 

unit effort (CPUE) was calculated for each species for 

each LTRMP gear (electrofishing, mini-fyke netting, hoop 

netting) and river strata (main channel, side channel, and 

backwaters) in addition to weighted reach-wide means 

calculated among strata for electrofishing and mini-fyke 

netting.  Annual community data were analyzed as         

pre-establishment (1993-1999) and post-establishment 

(2000-2013) of Asian carp using 2000 as the year of    

establishment based the previously published work from 

past IRBS staff.  To isolate the effects of Asian carp, 

Asian carp CPUE were excluded from the analysis.  Non-

metric multidimensional scaling (NMDS), analysis of 

similarity (ANOSIM), and similarity of percentages 

(SIMPER) were used to determine if changes have       

occurred within the fish community and which species 

were contributing to these changes. 

Consistent differences in the fish communities pre- and 

post-establishment of Asian carp were observed for most 

gears and river strata (see Figure 1).  White bass, bluegill, 

common carp, and smallmouth buffalo were commonly 

found to be more abundant prior to Asian carp              

establishment whereas emerald shiner, bullhead minnow, 

gar, bowfin, and yellow bass were more abundant         

post-establishment.  Strongest community differences 

were observed from electrofishing surveys which are   

likely the least biased LTRMP gear and therefore give a 

better representation of the overall fish community. 

Collectively, we observed strong differences in the fish 

community in relation to the establishment of Asian carp.  

Several other biotic and abiotic factors may be             

contributing to these differences, but changes in          

community structure are evident.  Additional analyses are 

being performed to more directly identify the relationship 

between species with the greatest contribution to         

community differences and Asian carp.  A peer-reviewed 

manuscript of these results is currently being drafted. 

River Resource News 

Figure 1.  NMDS of reach-wide electrofishing surveys.  

Points (open = pre-, closed = post-establishment) represent 

mean annual fish communities based on species relative 

abundance. Points closer together indicate similar commu-

nity composition and structure.  Note pre-establishment 

years are tightly clustered with a transition period from 

2000-2004 then higher dispersion in recent years indicating 

shifts in the community over time. 
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River Resource News 

Year of Fishing 2015 Planning Underway (Continued) 

We hope our partners can help offer at least 100 fishing 

events along the length of the Mississippi to provide educa-

tion about the sport and encourage proper life jacket wear 

when on the water.  MRCC has also briefed the Lower 

Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) on  

the Year of Fishing and requested their participation.  

Thanks to the UMRCC Fish Tech Section 

for its enthusiasm to participate & support 

the Year of Fishing 2015! 

For more information about MRCC and the Year of Fishing 2015, visit                               

http://www.mississippirivertrail.org/trails.html or contact Cortney_solum@fws.gov 

Calendar 

Meetings, Conferences, and Events 

UMRCC Fall Technical Section Meetings 

 • Fish, Wildlife, & Mussel Sections meet 8-10 Sep at Wyalusing State Park, WI 

 • Water Quality Section meets 1-2 Oct at LACMERS, Fairport, IA 

 • OREIT Section date TBD in La Crosse, WI 

St. Croix River Research Rendezvous 

• 21 Oct at Warner Nature Center, Marine on St. Croix, MN 

Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee                               

&                                                                                                                  

Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society 

Joint Meeting: 22-26 March 2015, St.Charles, MO 

FIRST CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

The UMRCC and FMCS Executive Boards would like to announce the 71st Annual UMRCC Meeting and the 

9th Biennial FMCS Symposium, to be held jointly, 22-26 March 2015 at the St. Charles Convention Center, St. 

Charles, Missouri. This meeting will  feature contributed abstracts on a range of research and management    

topics in both oral and poster presentation format, FMCS Committee meetings, and ... Continued on Page 8 
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UMRCC/FMCS 2015 Joint Meeting (continued) 

UMRCC Technical Sessions and Business Meeting. The history of the FMCS dates back to two UMRCC-

sponsored symposia that were held in 1992 and 1995 in St. Louis, Missouri, that examined the status,              

conservation and management needs of freshwater mussels. These symposia ultimately resulted in the formation 

of the FMCS in 1999. Now, 20 years later we will join meetings to recognize past conservation successes and   

future opportunities. The theme for this joint meeting is Conserving Aquatic Ecosystems – At the Confluence of 

the Past and Future. In addition to the customary platform and poster sessions, we will also offer a one-day  

mussel propagation workshop, a joint plenary session focusing on the history and future of the organizations, 

and sessions on big river and landscape ecology. The mixers, breaks, auction, and banquets will also be jointly 

held, offering multiple opportunities to network among members. The meeting will be hosted by the Missouri 

Department of Conservation and Ecological Specialists, Inc. 

Meeting Theme 

The theme for this joint meeting is Conserving Aquatic Ecosystems – At the Confluence of the Past and Future 

and the joint plenary session will highlight the history of the two organizations and provide outlooks on the fu-

ture. We are planning on having sessions focusing on Big Rivers and Landscape Ecology and Outreach in Natu-

ral Resources. If you have an abstract for the Big River or Landscape Ecology sessions please contact the sympo-

sium committee chair Stephen.McMurray@mdc.mo.gov, and if you have an abstract regarding the Outreach in 

Natural Resources session please contact the FMCS outreach committee chair Megan.bradley@dgif.virginia.gov.  

Location and Travel 

St. Charles, Missouri, is located on the banks of the Missouri River just a short distance upstream from the    

confluence with the Mississippi River. St. Charles, the 3rd oldest city west of the Mississippi River, was the first 

Missouri state capital and was the last “civilized stop” on the Corps of Discovery. The St. Charles Convention 

Center is easily accessible by car via Interstate 70 from St. Louis, Missouri. The Convention Center is             

conveniently located approximately 8 miles from Lambert-St. Louis International Airport (STL); multiple 

ground-transportation vendors and car rental facilities are available 

Facilities 

With 65,949 square feet of total meeting space in the form of two ballrooms, an exhibit 

hall, five meeting rooms, a conference room, and an executive boardroom, the St. Charles Convention Center has 

more than enough space to accommodate our joint meeting (http://www.stcharlesconventioncenter.com). 

Discounted lodging will be available at the Embassy Suites St. Louis – St. Charles/Hotel & Spa, which is directly 

adjacent to the convention center. Lodging consists of a two-room suite with separate living and sleeping areas. 

Hotel rooms will be $118/night for 1-2 people and $128/night for 3-4 people (+ tax), and include a complimentary 

full breakfast and evening reception including beverages. The Embassy Suites also offers a free shuttle to the St. 

Charles Historic District. More information on lodging will be available soon. 

Registration 

Formal advanced registration will be available on the FMCS website by 15 November 2014. Registration rates 

have not been finalized but will include some meals, breaks, and membership dues for FMCS if registering for 

the full joint meeting or just the FMCS portion.  Registration is also available for just the UMRCC meeting and 

includes one overlap day with the FMCS Meeting. 

Calendar 

Continued on Page 9 
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UMRCC/FMCS 2015 Joint Meeting (continued) 

Call for Abstracts 

The abstract submission deadline for the March 2015 joint meeting will be 15 December 2014. The symposium 

format will be both oral and poster. Oral presentations will be limited to 20 minutes (including the question and 

answer period). Poster size is limited to 4’ by 4’ feet.  If you wish to bring a display unit, special arrangements 

can be made. 

Abstracts for posters and oral presentations are limited to 300 words. Abstract title should appear in all caps and 

be followed by the author name(s), affiliation(s) and e-mail address(es).  Abstracts should be written in Word 

utilizing Arial 11-point font. Abstracts should include clearly stated objectives, brief methods, general results, 

and the basic conclusion. At the bottom of your abstract please indicate your preference of oral or poster presen-

tation and if you are willing to switch formats. Submit your abstract to: Stephen.McMurray@mdc.mo.gov. 

Example abstract from a previous symposium: 

ASSESSING THE HAZARDS OF CURRENT USE PESTICIDES TO EARLY LIFE STAGES OF NATIVE 

FRESHWATER MUSSELS.  Robert B. Bringolf1, LeRoy F. Humphries2, Peter R. Lazaro1, Chris Eads2, Chris 

Barnhart3, Damian Shea1, Jay F. Levine2, and W. Gregory Cope1. 1Department of Environmental and Molec-

ular Toxicology, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695; 2College of Veterinary Medicine, North 

Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27606; 3Department of Biology, Missouri State University, Springfield, 

MO 65804. 

Native freshwater mussels (family Unionidae) are among the most imperiled faunal groups in North America. 

Approximately 67% of the nearly 300 freshwater mussel species are considered vulnerable to extinction or 

already extinct. North Carolina has historically supported 56 species of mussels; however, 82% of those spe-

cies are currently listed as endangered, threatened, or of special concern by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice and the State of North Carolina. Although numerous stressors have been implicated in the decline of 

freshwater mussels, the effects of pesticides on native mussels is largely unknown. Timing of pesticide appli-

cation combined with the unique life history and reproductive strategy of mussels makes them susceptible to 

pesticide exposure. The objective of this study was to determine the hazards of pesticides to early life stages 

of freshwater mussels. We performed acute toxicity tests with glochidia (7 species) and juveniles (6 species) 

exposed to a suite of current use pesticides (atrazine, fipronil, pendimethalin, and permethrin) and a refer-

ence toxicant (NaCl). Our results indicate that these pesticides, at concentrations approaching water solubili-

ty, were not acutely toxic to the species of glochidia and juveniles tested. However, in a 21-d chronic toxicity 

test performed with 4-month old juvenile Lampsilis siliquoidea exposed to atrazine, the 14-d atrazine LC50 

was 15.8 mg/L (95% confidence interval 12.0-19.5) and the 21-d atrazine LC50 was 4.3 mg/L (95% confi-

dence interval 2.8-5.8). Effects on growth and genotoxicity (single-strand DNA breaks) were also determined 

in the chronic test. Our results indicate that the relative risk associated with acute exposure of early life stag-

es of mussels to the current use pesticides tested singly is likely low; however, survival and genotoxicity re-

sults indicate that chronic exposure of juvenile mussels to atrazine may be impacting mussel populations and 

warrants further investigation, as does the assessment of pesticide mixtures. 

Preferred Presentation Format: Oral Platform 

Willing to Switch Format: Yes/No 

Calendar 

Continued on Page 10 
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UMRCC/FMCS 2015 Joint Meeting (continued) 

The Program Committee will assemble and publish the draft meeting agenda and abstracts on the 

FMCS website (http://molluskconservation.org/) by mid-January 2015. We hope to post the meeting 

program 90-days prior to the symposium to accommodate state resource agency attendees. 

Proposed Schedule 

Calendar 

Student Travel Awards Available 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS - To facilitate your participation in the 9th Biennial Symposium, travel awards are 

being offered by the FMCS. Support is provided via Society-paid lodging accommodations for the duration of 

the meeting at the host location (Embassy Suites St. Louis – St. Charles/Hotel & Spa). It is anticipated that up to 

9 awards will be made for the 2015 Symposium.  A complete application package must be submitted by e-mail as 

a PDF file to Dr. Teresa Newton, FMCS Awards Committee on or before 15 January 2015. Please see the 

Awards Committee web site at http://molluskconservation.org/Mservices_awards.html for application forms and 

procedures or contact Teresa (tnewton@usgs.gov, phone 608-781-6217) for more information. 

Area Attractions and Planned Trips 

Located just minutes from downtown St. Charles, there are ample shops, eateries, and bars in historic St. 

Charles (http://www.historicstcharles.com), and the hotel offers free shuttle service to historic Main Street.  

Continued on Page 11 
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UMRCC/FMCS 2015 Joint Meeting (continued) 

There are several other parks and attractions within an hour drive of St. Charles, so there will be plenty to do 

before or after the meeting. Just 25 minutes away is downtown St. Louis with the Arch, riverfront, and historic 

Laclede’s Landing. At Forest Park, the site of the 1904 World’s Fair, discover the world-renowned St. Louis 

Zoo, Art Museum, Science Center, and Missouri History Museum. Stroll around the world-class Missouri       

Botanical Garden. Visit unique neighborhoods such as Soulard’s historic farmer’s market, the Central West 

End’s boutiques/antiques, and the funky, fun Delmar Loop. 

Possible organized trips through the joint meeting include a trip to the St. Louis Zoo for a behind-the-scenes tour 

of the hellbender propagation facility, a trip to the National Great Rivers Research & Education Center/Melvin 

Price Locks and Dam and Museum, and a possible trip to Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site. 

Contact Steve McMurray (Stephen.McMurray@mdc.mo.gov) or Heidi Dunn (hdunn@ecologicalspecialists.com) 

with any questions. 

We look forward to seeing you in St. Charles next March! 

Calendar 

Training and Workshops 

USFWS National Training Center 

 Visit http://training.fws.gov for a current list of upcoming training opportunities 

(e.g., Freshwater Mussel Propagation for Restoration is offered 8-12 Sep 2014) 

UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Climate Change 

Bill # H.R. 1825, Dan Benishek (MI-1) 

A bill to require, in part, the heads of federal 

public land management agencies to exercise 

their discretion in a manner that supports and 

facilitates recreational fishing, hunting, and 

shooting opportunities, to the extent authorized 

under applicable federal and state law.  Placed on 

the Union Calendar (31 Jan 2014). 

Conservation 

Bill # H.R. 4393, Jeff Fortonberry (NE-1)  

A bill to prohibit any Federal agency or offi-

cial, in carrying out any Act or program to 

reduce the effects of greenhouse gas emis-

sions on climate change, from imposing a fee 

or tax on gaseous emissions emitted directly 

by livestock.  Referred to House subcommittee 

(4 Apr 2014). 
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UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Climate Change 

H. Amdt.541 to Bill # H.R. 3590, Rush Holt (NJ-12) 

An amendment numbered 10 printed in House    

Report 113-339 to promote the Secretary of the   

Interior's authority to consider climate change 

when making decisions related to recreation and 

conservation on public lands.  House amendment 

not agreed to (5 Feb 2014). 

Bill # H.R. 4461, Michael Honda (CA-17) 

A bill to authorize the National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration to establish a Climate 

Change Education Program.  Referred to House 

subcommittee (13 Jun 2014). 

Water Resources 

Bill # H.R. 4923, Michael Simpson (ID-2) 

A bill to appropriate funds, in part, to the        

Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers-

Civil for civil functions pertaining to river and 

harbor, flood and storm damage reduction, shore 

protection, and aquatic ecosystem.  Referred to 

Senate committee (14 Jul 2014). 

Bill # S. 601, Barbara Boxer (CA) 

A bill to, in part, authorize the Secretary of the 

Army to review projects that require increased 

authorizations and to request an increase of those 

authorizations after certifying that the increases 

are necessary and submitting to Congress reports 

on the proposed increases.  Became Public Law 

113-121 (10 Jun 2014). 

Invasive Species 

Bill # H.R. 3080, Bill Shuster (PA-9) 

A bill to, in part, authorize the Secretary of the 

Army to: (1) carry out a review of the federal re-

sponse to invasive species, including aquatic 

weeds, aquatic snails, and other aquatic invasive 

species, that have an impact on water resources; 

and (2) make recommendations to Congress and 

state agencies for improving federal and state 

laws to more effectively respond to threats posed 

by invasive species.  Became Public Law 113-121 

(10 Jun 2014). 

Bill # H.R. 4923, Candace Miller (MI-10) 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Army to 

carry out projects necessary to separate the     

hydrologic connection between the Great Lakes 

and Mississippi River basins to prevent the inter-

basin transfer of aquatic invasive species.         

Referred to House subcommittee (6 Feb 2014). 

Endangered Species 

Bill # H.R. 2609, Rodney Frelinghuysen (NJ-11) 

A bill to, in part, prohibit the use of funds made 

available in this Act to continue a specified study 

by the Army Corps of Engineers of the Missouri 

River and its tributaries regarding actions to mit-

igate losses of aquatic and terrestrial habitat, re-

cover certain federally listed endangered species, 

and restore the ecosystem to prevent further de-

clines among other native species.  Became Public 

Law 113-76 (17 Jan 2014). 

Bill # S.1905, Joe Manchin (WV) 

Bill # H.R. 3826, Ed Whitfield (KY-1) 

A bill to provide direction to the Administrator of 

the Environmental Protection Agency regarding 

the establishment of standards for emissions of 

any greenhouse gas from fossil fuel-fired electric   

utility generating units, and for other purposes.  

Read a second time in House (8 May 2014) and 

placed on Senate Legislative Calendar. 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:SN01905:|/home/LegislativeData.php|
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Coordinator’s Comments 

Send comments and items for future editions to: 

UMRCC Coordinator -  Scott Yess                                                                                         

scott_yess@fws.gov                                                                                                        

Phone: 608/783-8432 

 •  Vegetation sampling was conducted on pools 3 and 11 this summer lead by Lisa 

      Reid, Lisa Maas and Mike Griffin.   Both events were well attended and the 

      weather was fantastic.  Thanks to the many who participated in this year’s     

      event.  The wildlife section  is discussing options to have this data analyzed and 

      Mike Griffin has worked with Megan Moore on a proposal. 

 •  UMRCC Field Trip Grants – Five applications were sent in to date and three 

      were approved and paid.  One grant each for Wisconsin, Illinois and Missouri 

      was paid.   So we still could fund two in Minnesota and Iowa and one each in the 

      other states.  Please spread the word to your teacher friends or work with youth 

      groups about this opportunity. 

 •  UMRCC Fall Meetings – The Fish, Wildlife and Mussel Tech Sections will meet 

      at Wyalusing State Park on September 8-10.   Water Quality Tech Section will 

      meet at LACMERS near Muscatine on October 1 & 2; agenda items should be 

      sent to John Olson, Iowa DNR. 

 •  Joint Annual Meeting March 22-26, 2015.  UMRCC on Wed. 25th and Thur. 

      26th.  The event will be held in St. Charles, MO.  Meeting committee is working 

      on joint plenary session looking at joint papers.  The banquet will be Wed. night 

      and registration is $150 for UMRCC portion of the meeting. 

 •  I am still working on revising the proposed UMRCC Conservation Grant Appli-

      cation.  I will shoot to have a new draft ready by the Fall Meetings.  If approved 

      these small grants will create opportunities for projects that benefit the UMR. 

 •  Tech Chair Rich Lewis is working on securing funds to print several thousand 

     new mussel ID booklets.  These have been very popular and I will let everyone 

     know when they are available. 

 •  UMRCC Teachers Workshop for 2015 – talking with Jeff Janvrin he is planning 

      on a Teachers Workshop in 2015, date TBD. 
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Coordinator’s Quiz 

One Last Thing 

U.S. Open Bowfishing National Championship 

By Travis Moore, MO DOC Fisheries Management Biologist 

Fisheries staff from the Missouri  

Department of Conservation         

attended and worked at an            

information booth during the U.S. 

Open Bowfishing National          

Championship hosted by Bass Pro 

Shops on Table Rock and Bull 

Shoals lakes. 

More than 850 anglers from 27 

states attended, making this the 

largest bowfishing tournament in the 

nation.  The competition occurred from sunset on 

Saturday, May 3, to sunrise on Sunday, May 

4.  Weigh in began at 4:00 a.m. and lasted until 

8:30 a.m. 

Some quick facts from the weigh in include: the 

longest gar was 

62.5 inches; the 

largest fish was a 

45.5 pound grass 

carp; the winning 

team weighed 20 

fish totaling 376 

pounds; and the 

total number of  

fish weighed was just over 27,000 

pounds.  This quantity was estimat-

ed to be equaled or exceeded by a 

similar mass of fish that was har-

vested but not selected for weigh-

ing, as each boat weighed its 20 

best fish for the team official score. 

After the tournament, all fish were 

taken by refrigerated truck to 

Schafer Fisheries (Thomson, IL) to 

be processed into liquid fertilizer. 

With the growing popularity of this sport, DOC 

Fisheries Division Chief Brian Canaday antici-

pates an increase in events like this in Missouri 

going forward. 

Proceeds from the event were donated to the 

James River Basin Partnership, a local nonprofit 

organization working to improve and protect the 

water quality of the springs, streams, rivers, and 

lakes in southwest Missouri’s James River Water-

shed.  Additional information can 

be found at http://www.outdoorhub.com/

news/georgia-team-wins-10000-second-

annual-bass-pro-shops-u-s-open-
MO DOC 

A high-end bowfishing boat 

MO DOC 

The Spring Newsletter quiz question was  – What furbearer species was so popular 

in the early to mid-1800’s that resulted in a written record stating it was seldom seen 

in Illinois and depleted along some Wisconsin tributaries to the Mississippi?   

Answer: Beaver  First correct answer sent in by Joe Jordan  

http://edinburghexchanges.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/beaver.jpg 

The Quiz Question for the Summer Newsletter is – In what year did the last 

recorded nesting of the passenger pigeon occur in Wisconsin?  

The first correct answer emailed to Scott_yess@fws.gov wins a prize! 

Ivorybill.com 


