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Winter 2018 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Com-
mittee (UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Sugges-
tions or comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 9053 route 148, 
Marion, IL, 62959. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (neal_jackson@fws.gov) or phone 
(618.579.3129) and visit our website at http://www.umrcc.org/ 

 

Chairperson’s Letter 

In a group I belong to, (and coincidentally, also during an excellent training I recently took) we have been fo-

cused on telling stories, and in particular telling your story.  I also recently watched a video that talked about 

how people, even with very disparate views on really controversial issues, can relate far better to the other 

person when they tell the personal story of how they reached their views; Still not agree, but at least under-

stand.  The key of course, is also to listen deeply and carefully, but I could go on forever on listening, and 

won’t take that track this time. 

Over the coming year, the UMRCC will be figuring out how to tell our story as we prepare for our 75th anni-

versary celebration.  We have much of the story already, as it was compiled for the 50th anniversary.  Our 

OREIT Tech Section is compiling a work group to build on that, telling our stories and accomplishments, and, 

perhaps more importantly, finding ways to get that out to other scientists, the media, and the public.  I en-

courage everyone to think about ways to tell our stories of the River, our work, and the benefits of it.  The 

Executive Board really supports this effort, we encourage your contributions, and expect it to be a real high-

light of next year’s meeting. 

This year’s meeting is rapidly approaching.  Rob Maher and his group have put together an excellent venue 

and program.  We are excited about attendance, and look forward to seeing you all there.  It all kicks off with 

the Tech Committee meetings on Tuesday March 20.  The Tech Committees are really the workhorse of the 

UMRCC, so I hope you can attend one or more. 

This is my final Board Chair’s letter.  Thanks for reading the newsletter, and many thanks to Neal Jackson for 

pulling it all together.  Hope to see you in Collinsville.  Happy Spring! 

       -Brad Parsons, MNDNR 

http://www.umrcc.org/


2 

UMR News 

USACOE 

There comes a time in every species invasion where 

the biologists have a moment of “Whoa”.  This mo-

ment came to us last month, after the last few years 

of increasing occurrences of Black Carp captures 

throughout our Midwest region.  Black Carp are an 

invasive species that eats mussels, creating concern 

for biologists in the Mississippi River Basin.  We’ve 

had several catches of Black Carp that were pretty 

big, some pretty nasty, but this one took the cake.  

Jeff Ritter, a commercial fisher out of Prairie Du 

Chien, WI, caught two extremely large female Black 

Carp, in back to back gill net sets, on Feb 8, 2018.  He 

was fishing the Middle Mississippi River, near Thebes, 

IL and just south of Cape Girardeau, MO.  His first net 

pull yielded a Black Carp over 24 pounds and 3 ft 

long, but his next catch was the star of the show: he 

netted a 115 pound Female Black Carp, over 5.25 ft 

long, and she was full of eggs! Not only a record for 

the US, but one for the continent! 

An interagency team of federal, state, and academic 

managers and researchers have worked diligently 

over the last several years to collect data from these 

once rarely captured species of Asian carp, and raise 

awareness among our partners and commercial fish-

ers.  The IL DNR has implemented a bounty program 

since 2015 that awards $100 a fish to these prized 

specimens, which are analyzed for demographic, re-

productive, genetic, and diet data, and are also used 

for otolith microchemistry analysis to give us some 

insights on natal origin and population spread.  These 

specimens have greatly enhanced our knowledge 

base and as we move forward with additional re-

search tools (species-specific piscicides), we can also 

integrate our lessons learned with Bighead and Silver 

Carp management and control to emphasize the im-

portance of prevention in this relatively early stage of 

invasion of Black Carp. 

So what do you do if you find a Black Carp? Or hear 
about someone who has one?  Check out our “Keep, 
Cool, Call” protocol here: http://www.asiancarp.us/
news/BlackCarpCapture.htm and keep up to date on 
the spread of Black Carp in the US here: https://
nas.er.usgs.gov/viewer/omap.aspx?SpeciesID=573  

   -Kelly Baerwaldt, USFWS 

 

Photo Credit: Jeff Ritter 

Mothers! Hide Your Veligers! 

http://www.asiancarp.us/news/BlackCarpCapture.htm
http://www.asiancarp.us/news/BlackCarpCapture.htm
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/viewer/omap.aspx?SpeciesID=573
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/viewer/omap.aspx?SpeciesID=573
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A pool-wide drawdown of the Illinois River Marseilles 
Pool was conducted as a result of a barge grounding 
in May 2013.  During this drawdown, resource man-
agers from several agencies partnered in a mussel 
rescue, returning stranded freshwater mussels to 
deeper waters.  During this effort, Kevin Cummings 
of the Illinois Natural History Survey identified one 
scaleshell mussel (Leptodea leptodon) individual, for-
merly thought to be extirpated from the Illinois River 
system.  The scaleshell mussel is similar in appear-
ance to the fragile papershell mussel (Leptodea fra-
gilis) which is a common species throughout the 
Marseilles Pool, leaving the possibility that other 
scaleshell individuals may have been encountered 
and misidentified during the rescue effort.  In an 
effort to determine whether or not a population of 
scaleshell mussels had re-established within the Mar-
seilles Pool, partners from the Illinois DNR, Illinois 
Natural History Survey, USFWS, and USACE came to-
gether in August 2017 for a two-day pool-wide re-
connaissance.  Divers and pollywoggers identified a 
total of 1,545 mussel individuals, comprising 18 live 
and 3 dead species.  Although no scaleshell individu-
als were identified, the diversity and abundance of 
mussel resources encountered indicates significant 
improvements in Illinois River ecological conditions. 

Since the early 1900s, and following the creation of 
the Chicago Ship and Sanitary Canal, a gradual and 
drastic decline of Illinois River aquatic life has 
occurred. Other sources of pollutants, sedimenta-
tion, over-harvesting, and invasive species have also 
impacted the Illinois River throughout the past sever-
al decades.   

Scaleshell Recon in the Illinois River 

Photo Credit: Joe Jordan  Biologists search for Scaleshell mus-

sels in the Illinois River (From right: Rachel Hebenstreit, Beth 

Kramer, Alexandra Davis, and Spencer Woodward. 

Attention….calling all UMRCC members! 

2019 marks the 75th Anniversary of 

the UMRCC.  We need your assistance to make our an-

niversary year a success.  At the recent executive board 

meeting of the UMRCC,  the board voted unanimously to have 

an anniversary ad hoc planning committee formed.  Please 

consider joining this short term committee and bringing your 

creative ideas and enthusiasm to the table.  Those interested 

should contact Brenda.Kelly@wisconsin.gov    

mailto:Brenda.Kelly@wisconsin.gov
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 Meeting the challenge of interacting threats in freshwater eco-

systems: A call to scientists and managers 

Authors:  Laura S. Criag, Julian D. Olden, Angela H. Arthington, Sally Entrekin, Charles P. Hawkins, John J. 
Kelly, Theodore A. Kennedy, Bryan M. Maitland, Emma J. Rosi, Allison H. Roy, David L. Strayer, Jennifer L. 
Tank, Amie O. West, Matthew S. Wooten 
 
Abstract 
Human activities create threats that have consequences for freshwater ecosystems and, in most water-
sheds, observed ecological responses are the result of complex interactions among multiple threats and 
their associated ecological alterations. Here we discuss the value of considering multiple threats in re-
search and management, offer suggestions for filling knowledge gaps, and provide guidance for addressing 
the urgent management challenges posed by multiple threats in freshwater ecosystems. There is a growing 
literature assessing responses to multiple alterations, and we build off this background to identify three 
areas that require greater attention: linking observed alterations to threats, understanding when and 
where threats overlap, and choosing metrics that best quantify the effects of multiple threats. Advancing 
science in these areas will help us understand existing ecosystem conditions and predict future risk from 
multiple threats. Because addressing the complex issues and novel ecosystems that arise from the interac-
tion of multiple threats in freshwater ecosystems represents a significant management challenge, and the 
risks of management failure include loss of biodiversity, ecological goods, and ecosystem services, we also 
identify actions that could improve decision-making and management outcomes. These actions include 
drawing insights from management of individual threats, using threat attributes (e.g., causes and spatio-
temporal dynamics) to identify suitable management approaches, testing management strategies that are 
likely to be successful despite uncertainties about the nature of interactions among threats, avoiding unin-
tended consequences, and maximizing conservation benefits. We also acknowledge the broadly applicable 
challenges of decision-making within a socio-political and economic framework, and suggest that multidis-
ciplinary teams will be needed to innovate solutions to meet the current and future challenge of inter-
acting threats in freshwater ecosystems.  Full Text: https://www.elementascience.org/articles/10.1525/
elementa.256/ 
 
 

 

I recently sent out an email request for updated contact information for our directory.  Thank you for your 

contributions.  There is still time to review the directory (https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/

d70a05_fddcc4a99bae44d5bf8c8db618b50784.pdf) and provide your changes.  Please consider job chang-

es, retirements, name changes, and new members.  Our directory provides our members a resource, but 

also serves as our database for keeping records and even giving annual awards.  Please email your changes 

to neal_jackson@fws.gov.  Thank you! 

 

 Directory Update 

https://www.elementascience.org/articles/10.1525/elementa.256/
https://www.elementascience.org/articles/10.1525/elementa.256/


5 

 UMR News 

Marv Hubbel Recognized for Career of Partnership with UMRR 
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UMR News 

Iowa DNR employees recognize Marv Hubbel for years of dedicated collaboration with Upper Mississippi River Restoration Projects 

(see letter on page 5).   

I’ve been thinking a lot about how to energize our work.  I recently heard a radio interview of Kristine McDivitt Tomp-

kins, a conservationist who has donated lands to national parks around the world.  She had donated lands in Patagonia 

for a Chilean national park.  When asked to describe her pull to the area, she used these words: “I think so much of 

how you feel about a landscape is the part of you that’s truly indescribable.  There is a kind of knowing, and kind of 

identification with certain landscapes that are undeniable, inexplicable.  It is the act of becoming involved in these are-

as that you’ve committed yourself to that shapes your relationship with them.  Each area that we’ve worked in, we de-

velop a kind of love for them that goes very deep.”  This reminded me of the way many of our members feel about the 

landscape of the Upper Mississippi River and the forum that the UMRCC provides us for working on a broad scale.  We 

often describe our technical sections as the strength of our organization, and that strength relies on the leadership of 

our technical section chairs who work hard to pull together meetings that will be useful to all of us as managers, but 

also address the needs of the system on that broader scale.  Our technical sections could use your contributions wheth-

er it is time, ideas, or energy, and I encourage you to consider how you can contribute.  If you are interested in shaping 

your relationship with the river through becoming more involved, please let me know.  I will be looking to contribute 

through getting to know you and the river better.  As you see opportunities for me to tag along in your stretch of water, 

please let me know.  I hope to see some of you on the river this year.    -Neal 

Coordinator’s Comments 
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UMRBA Update 

Occasionally, I would like to provide our membership with insights from our sister organizations in the Up-
per Mississippi River.  As you are aware, the UMRCC has a different role, but works adjacent to the UMRBA 
on similar issues.  The following contribution is from the UMRBA Executive Director, Kirsten Mickelsen. 

 

People learn about and encounter the Upper Mississippi in different ways.  Likely, those of you reading this 
message are lucky to know the river and have a deep appreciation for its history and its significance.   I cer-
tainly have.  

Those who work and live up and down the Upper Miss understand its power, its calm, and its vastness.  Tow 
boat operators, biologists, anglers and hunters, water skiers, floodplain farmers, bird watchers, hikers, citi-
zens of river town communities all experience the river in unique and personal ways.  But we all have some-
thing in common – a passion, an appreciation, and a love for the Mighty Miss.  Some have grown to know 
the river slowly over time growing up its river banks.  Some travel to the river and are immediately captivat-
ed by its immense power.  Careers bring some to the river and they spend several years learning about the 
river’s complexity and its management needs.   

My love and appreciation for the Upper Miss came over time in drips and drabs.  Listening to Holly Stoerker 
and Barb Naramore, I learned about the tremendous work and dedication in redirecting conflict among 
stakeholders to find commonly-held solutions that advance all river uses.  Nowhere else in the country are 
lock improvements joined with large-scale ecosystem restoration and monitoring.  Learning from Gretchen 
Benjamin, Mike Griffin, Dave Herzog, Joan Stemler, and many others, I have seen the passion, thoughtful-
ness, and wisdom in providing a voice for the critters and thinking larger than most think is possible.  And, 
every time I am lucky enough to get on a boat and explore the river, I am in awe of its beauty and history. 

We – river rats – are a fortunate few.  Very few people are able to experience the river first-hand and disas-
sociate their personal livelihoods and stories with the Upper Mississippi and its watershed.  It is incredibly 
challenging to explain in a meaningful way the complexity and enormity of the river system itself as well as 
the management decisions.   

But, this is our job.  I believe that it will be critical for the public to engage in determining how best the Up-
per Mississippi and its watershed should be managed, including level and purpose of public investment.  En-
gagement requires an understanding and appreciation. 

UMRBA is seeking to build that bridge between policy decision-makers and managers of the Upper Missis-
sippi with social media users starting with Facebook.  Please visit, like, and share our new Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/UMRBA/. 

UMRBA will also be redesigning its website in the near future to provide a venue for telling the Upper Mis-
sissippi’s story in a more compelling way.  Please stay tuned for its release. 

        -Kirsten Mickelsen, UMRBA 
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UMRCC Library Sorted, Ready for Transfer to UW-L 

In February, UMRCC members gathered in La-

crosse, WI to sort the UMRCC Library and prepare 

it for preservation and digitization at the Murphy 

Library with the University of Wisconsin LaCrosse.  

The UMRCC library is a significant resource includ-

ing records from 74 years of UMRCC communica-

tion including proceedings, publications, and corre-

spondence.  The Library also houses other docu-

ments, published by other agencies that are semi-

nal documents in the conservation of the Upper 

Mississippi River.  All told, the Library consisted of 

over 8,000 and many file cabinets full of corre-

spondence.  Murphy Library staff were excited 

about the opportunity to house a library that docu-

ments the rich history of UMR conservation.  The 

UMRCC library is currently taking up space at the 

USFWS Midwest Fishery Center in LaCrosse and not 

very accessible to the UMRCC membership.  Docu-

ments were sorted by priority and will be trans-

ferred to UW-L in batches over time.  Priority docu-

ments will be ready for viewing in conjunction with 

next year’s 75th Anniversary in LaCrosse.  In the 

end, the library will be digitally accessible for all 

UMRCC members opening up a world of UMRCC his-

tory that has been in the dark for a long time.  While 

digging through the documents, the record of Aldo 

Leopold’s attendance and contribution to the UM-

RCC was found in the minutes of the 1944 proceed-

ings (next page under “Others Present”).  This is just 

one example of the exciting history that will soon 

be available for all to see.  A special thanks to Mark 

Fritts and Jeff Janvrin for organizing the event, and 

to all who contributed: Jerry Rasmussen, Pam Thiel, 

Sara Strassman, Nick Bloomfield, Heidi Keuhler, 

Louise Mauldin, Shawn Giblin, Kennan Bruening, 

and Katie Lieder. 

  -Neal Jackson, UMRCC 

Pam Thiel and Jerry Rasmussen sort through UMRCC correspond-

ence at the USFWS Midwest Fisheries Center in Lacrosse. 

Photo Credit: Mark Fritts 

UMRCC members (Jeff Janvrin, Pam Thiel, Mark Fritts, Jerry Ras-

mussen, Shawn Giblin) sort documents of the UMRCC Library. 

Photo Credit: Neal Jackson 
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USFWS 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Brad Parsons - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN 

UMRCC Vice-Chairperson 

Rob Maher - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Alton, IL 

UMRCC Board Members 

Randy Schulz - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Brighton, IA 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Matt Vitello - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO  

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Nick Schlesser - Fish Section Chairperson - Minnesota DNR - Lake City, MN 

Jeff Horn - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Illinois DNR - Savanna, IL 

Molly Sobotka - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Jackson, MO 

Joel Heyn - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Minneosta DNR - Elgin, MN 

David Heath - Mussel Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - LaCrosse, WI 

Brenda Kelley & Ruth Nissen - OREIT Section Co-Chairs - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Neal Jackson - Coordinator - USFWS - Carterville, IL 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the          

preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, 

plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 


