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Spring 2016 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee 

(UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or 

comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue,  

Onalaska, WI 54650. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (umrcc@mississippi-river.com) 

or phone (608.783.8432) and visit our website at http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 

Chairperson’s Letter 

Hello Fellow River Rats! 

 

I congratulate the Iowa contingent for organizing and hosting an excellent annual meeting in       

Dubuque.  I unfortunately had to miss most of it, but all I heard when I arrived was that the talks 

were excellent, as were the food and accommodations.  It is hard to beat holding the meeting with the 

river as a backdrop, as it only reminds us why we went in to this field in the first place.  I want to 

thank all of the Iowa staff, the tech section chairs, and the rest of the membership for making the 

meeting so successful.  THANK YOU!  

 

After almost nine years as UMRCC Coordinator, Scott Yess retired from the USFWS.  Scott started 

out as coordinator the first time I was chairperson, and he was great to work with and he did a      

wonderful job; I wish him all the best in his retirement, although I expect him to not be too retiring.  

Teresa Lewis continues as interim Coordinator until May, when Sam Finney assumes the role as      

interim Coordinator.  Louise Mauldin, Heidi Keuler, and Mark Steingraeber also continue to assist 

with UMRCC related tasks.  As you know, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provides the UMRCC 

with a Coordinator to help coordinate interstate river related cooperation, and UMRCC                   

administration and day-to-day operation, and ensure the organization is running smoothly.  This role 

is integral to the organization and I thank the USFWS for continuing its support.       

 

I know this year, we all missed a very important presence at the annual meeting, and I want to close 

with a few words about Bernie Schonhoff.  When I first started working on river related assignments, 

Bernie was one of the first people I met.  We were both on the NECC, which was an interstate          

coordinating committee to discuss, and sometimes argue over, the program that eventually became 

NESP.  Bernie helped me better understand many of the issues and I always appreciated his insight, 

knowledge, passion for the river, and especially his humor.  He could always get me to laugh.  Bernie 

made a huge difference for river resources and I enjoyed working with him.  Thank you Tom Boland 

for organizing a remembrance from UMRCC members.     

 

Have a good spring and stay safe! 

 

Janet Sternburg, Chairperson 
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River Resource News  

Black Carp Reproduction Confirmed in MO 

Cape Girardeau, MO - Researchers with the 

Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) 

report the first documented evidence of invasive 

black carp reproduction in the wild in North 

America.  This means big problems for native 

river species, according to MDC Resource    

Scientist Quinton Phelps. 

“The finding of reproductive-capable black carp 

means their population will expand possibly 

unchecked,” Phelps said. 

The finding resulted after two small unidentified 

carp were collected in a ditch directly connected to the         

Mississippi River near Cape Girardeau in November.  After  

genetic analysis, they were determined to be juvenile black   

carp and were also tested to determine their reproductive      

capability.  Both juvenile black carp were found to be capable  

of reproduction.  Scientists are able to determine future             

reproductive capability of juvenile fish through chromosome 

analysis. 

Black carp are just one species of invasive Asian carp that are 

found in many rivers in Missouri.  They originally arrived in   

the United States mistakenly in shipments of grass carp and 

were introduced into farm ponds first for control of parasites, 

then as a food fish.  When they were introduced, regulations 

specified they be altered so they could not reproduce.  Due to 

flooding, and cases of accidental release in bait buckets,   

they’ve spread in recent decades and thrive in many rivers. 

This newly confirmed information about their reproductive   

capability suggests there are likely more adults present in the 

river than biologists originally anticipated, Phelps said, which   

is a big problem. Invasive species in Missouri can be             

detrimental to the survival of native species.   

For example, Asian carp compete with native 

fish species for food sources.  They’re     

voracious eaters of native mussels, which are 

a vital species to the health of river habitat. 

“Given that many of our mussel populations 

in the state are currently in jeopardy,        

additional consumption by black carp could 

drastically reduce their numbers,” Phelps 

said. 

Nearly two-thirds of the 65 species of     

mussels found in Missouri are of              

conservation concern.  These freshwater 

mussels are filter feeders, meaning they clean impurities from the 

water.  They provide food for native muskrats, raccoons, river  

otters, some birds, and many native fish species.  Through their 

gills, mussels filter out small particles from the water and       

transform them into food for fish and other animals. 

Black carp consumption of native mussels and competition with 

native species could lead to an overall poor water quality system, 

directly affecting humans as well as native fish. 

Although this news paints a discouraging picture, Phelps said it 

doesn’t mean the fight is over against black carp.  Instead, he said 

everyone can get involved in reducing their spread by avoiding 

accidentally introducing the species into new bodies of water when 

they dump bait, ensuring stocked fish come from licensed vendors, 

and sharing information about these practices with others. 

Black carp sightings should be reported to the MDC, either by 

contacting a fisheries biologist at the Southeast Regional Office at 

(573) 290-5730, or by contacting Phelps and his colleagues at the 

Big Rivers and Wetlands Field Station in Jackson 

at (573) 243-2659.  For general information       

on black carp, click on this UMRCC logo. 

Missouri Department of Conservation News Release - 25 Feb 2016 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 9 Apr 2016 

Human Error, Defective Rail Blamed for Derailments 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway says human error caused the Nov. 7 

derailment that sent more than 20,000 gallons of ethanol into the Mississippi River 

near Alma, Wis., while a broken rail has been blamed for a January derailment in 

Houston County, Minn.  Both derailments remain under investigation by the Federal 

Railroad Administration.  A report of the November    

accident that BNSF filed with the agency blames the train 

operator for applying the dynamic brakes too rapidly,        

causing 25 cars to jump the tracks.  According to the report,          

the 112-car freight train was traveling south at 26 mph        

when it derailed at 8:45 a.m.  Story continues on-line. 

Click on this UMRCC logo 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

Black carp are just one species  

of invasive Asian carp that are 

found in many rivers in Missouri.  

MDC 

A Canadian Pacific freight train derailed three 

miles south of Brownsville (MN) on January 

26, sending six cars into the Mississippi River. 

E. Daily 

to read the full article. 

http://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/black-carp
http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/reports-human-error-defective-rail-blamed-in-mississippi-river-derailments/article_ae661664-3186-5992-9e79-94fb989dece8.html
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Railroad Crossing Bill Clears WI Assembly
 

A bill that would restore pedestrians’ rights to cross railroad 

tracks cleared the Wisconsin Assembly late Thursday but faces 

an uncertain fate in the Senate. 

At stake is access to thousands of acres of public land and       

waters along the Mississippi River that were rendered             

inaccessible when   Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF)     

Railway began enforcing  a trespassing law on more than 214 

miles of tracks along the state’s western border. 

Rep. Lee Nerison, R-Westby, introduced a bill that would allow 

people to walk directly across railroad tracks.  State law was 

changed in 2006 to restrict pedestrians to designated crossings. 

Outdoors advocates say that cuts off vast areas of the river — 

including private boathouses.  That includes dozens of spots  

between La Crosse and Genoa, where, according to a Tribune 

analysis of Federal Railroad Administration crossing data,    

BNSF track runs for stretches of 4.75 miles and 6 miles          

between crossings. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has identified  

at least 124 spots along the Mississippi River where shore      

access requires crossing the tracks. 

“This might well be the largest loss of public access to public 

waters in the history of the state,” a department memo states. 

Last year, the BNSF Railroad began issuing warnings to anglers 

crossing its tracks to reach fishing spots along the Mississippi   

River, which is separated from the state by more than 214 miles 

of rail.   

BNSF says it has not issued any tickets but says it is an issue of 

public safety. 

The Assembly passed the bill on 59-34 vote.  Three Democrats 

representing Mississippi River districts  (Reps. Chris Danou,  

Steve Doyle, and Jill Billings) broke party ranks to support the 

bill.  

It must now clear the Senate, which will convene March 15 for 

the final time this session. 

A spokeswoman for Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald 

could not say if the bill would be scheduled for a vote in the   

upper chamber.  “It’s something that certainly would be under 

consideration,” said Myranda Tanck. 

Gov. Scott Walker removed similar language from last year’s  

budget bill with a line-item veto, citing concern “that allowing  

people to walk across railroad tracks outside of a designated    

crossing impairs public safety.” 

 The governor’s spokeswoman said Walker 

“would need to review this bill if and when it 

gets to his desk.” 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 20 Feb 2016 

River Resource News 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

Let’s Make Crossing Tracks Safer  
La Crosse Tribune Editorial Board* - 22 Feb 2016 

Anglers and hunters have been enjoying access to public lands   

in Wisconsin for a long, long time.  And, for more than a century, 

they’ve had to cross railroad tracks in western Wisconsin to reach 

public land and get to a fishing hole or boathouse. 

But in 2006, the state quietly passed legislation that prohibits 

people from walking across tracks except at designated crossings. 

It was so quiet, in fact, that few folks seemed to know about the 

law until BNSF began confronting people and issuing warnings 

last year.  As you can imagine, that isn’t going over well. 

So how can we find a balance between public access and public 

safety?  There are a couple of ways. 

Rep. Lee Nerison, R-Westby, has introduced legislation that 

would restore an exemption for people who hunt and fish to walk 

across the tracks without going to a designated crossing. 

In our part of the state, crossings may be five or six miles apart, 

which is an impediment to folks who enjoy the outdoors.  Current 

law hinders tourism — a huge economic driver in western      

Wisconsin — and the businesses that serve the people who fish 

and hunt. 

Nerison’s measure was approved by the Assembly last week, and 

we urge the Senate to do the same. 

The notion of inaccessible public land seems contradictory.  In 

fact, a memo from the Wisconsin Department of Natural         

Resources states: “This might well be the largest loss of public 

access to public waters in the history of the state.” 

The DNR has identified at least 124 spots along the Mississippi 

River where people have to cross the tracks in order to reach the 

shore.  Plus, railroad tracks cross 121 DNR properties throughout 

the state.  
Continued on Page 4 *Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 
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River Resource News 
Continued from Page 3 

Not everyone is convinced there’s a safety problem.  Dan 

Trawicki, a lobbyist for Safari Club International chapters in 

Wisconsin and former Waukesha County sheriff who spent   

more than three decades in law enforcement, said: 

“In all the years I was there, there was no record of any hunter   

or fisherman being injured.  There are very, very few people  

who are accidentally injured on railroad tracks.”  As he told  

Tribune reporter Chris Hubbuch: “From the 1800s to 2005    

there didn’t seem to be a problem.  Is there in fact a problem?” 

According to the Federal Railroad Administration and news   

reports, two anglers were killed on railroad tracks in Wisconsin 

during 2014 and the first nine months of 2015.  So we understand 

there’s concern about public safety.  

Regardless of how Rep. Nerison’s legislation plays out in     

Madison, we recommend an investment in safety. 

It’s long past time for BNSF, the DNR and the state’s Office of 

the Commissioner of Railroads — which must approve any new 

rail crossings — to sit down with the people and businesses that 

support the outdoors and develop a plan to build more crossings 

for safer access to public land. 

In fact, railroads and private landowners already can establish 

crossings without going through the state approval process. 

Sabrina Chandler, who manages the 240,000-acre Upper        

Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge 

(UMRNW&FR), has been working with people to identify good 

spots for crossings — and she hopes to present several locations 

to BNSF for consideration. 

“We want to allow people to access the refuge,” Chandler said. 

“We also have some of the same safety concerns and liability 

concerns .... That’s why we want to push toward getting          

established crossings.” 

For her part, BNSF spokeswoman Amy McBeth says the railroad 

would consider adding crossings because designated crossings are 

the safest place to cross.  The challenge of people having to cross 

the tracks to reach public land certainly isn’t new.  But a united 

effort to add crossings could certainly make the journey safer. 

Bills Seek Oversight, Accountability for Private Rail Police
 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 26 Feb 2016 

Under Wisconsin law, police officers working for private       

railroad companies have the power to issue citations and arrest 

people who break laws on railroad property.  One lawmaker 

wants to hold them to the same standards of accountability and           

transparency as other police forces. 

Sen. Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma, is circulating a trio of bills  

this week addressing concerns about railroad policing that have    

surfaced since Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad 

began issuing trespass warnings to anglers crossing its tracks     

to reach fishing spots along the Mississippi River, which is         

separated from the state by more than 214 miles of rail. 

One bill would require railroad police to follow the state’s open 

records law, which gives citizens access to public documents 

such as police reports and arrest records, in respect to             

enforcement of trespassing laws.  In 2015, the Tribune requested 

records of arrests or citations issued by BNSF police in          

Wisconsin.  “As a private corporation, BNSF is not subject to  

the provisions of the Wisconsin open records law,” the company  

responded.  BNSF also refused to name its officers working in 

Wisconsin “out of concern for their privacy.” 

“They can’t have it both ways,” Vinehout said. “If you are acting 

in a public capacity, you have to be open to public scrutiny.” 

Another bill would designate the Department of Justice (DOJ) as 

the agency in charge of investigating citizen complaints about 

railroad police.  The DOJ does not currently have any oversight 

authority over railroad police.  The law states simply, “Every  

railway company shall be responsible for the acts of its police 

officers.”  A third bill — which Vinehout calls “a shot across the 

bow” — would remove the railroad police authority altogether 

from state statute. 

“Rail companies could still hire guards to protect rail property — 

as could any property owner,” Vinehout wrote in a memo to other 

lawmakers. “But these guards would not have the 

police powers to issue citations, arrest or take any 

other police action against an individual.” 

Click on this UMRCC logo                         

to view a map of pubic rail                

crossings along the UMRNW&FR. 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

https://chubbuch.cartodb.com/viz/81190b92-f032-11e4-b77b-0e4fddd5de28/public_map
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River Resource News 

Rail Trespass Bill Dead in Its Tracks on Senate’s Final Day
 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 15 Mar 2016 

Efforts to restore pedestrians’ rights to cross railroad tracks in 

Wisconsin will have to wait another year, but a compromise in 

the works could provide some new pathways to public lands 

along the Mississippi River. 

A bill sponsored by Rep. Lee Nerison, R-Westby, failed to     

gain  a hearing in the state Senate, which met Tuesday for        

the last time this session. 

The bill, passed by the Assembly, would have allowed people    

to walk directly across railroad tracks, rolling back a 2006 

change that restricts pedestrians to designated crossings. 

Outdoors advocates say that cuts off vast areas of the river — 

including private boathouses.  That includes dozens of spots  

between La Crosse and Genoa, where, according to a Tribune 

analysis of Federal Railroad Administration crossing data,     

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) track runs for stretches    

of 4.75 miles and 6 miles between crossings. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources identified at 

least 124 spots along the Mississippi River where shore access 

requires crossing the tracks. 

Last year, BNSF Railway began issuing warnings to anglers 

crossing its tracks to reach fishing spots along the Mississippi 

River, which is separated from the state by more than 214 miles 

of rail.  BNSF says it has not issued any tickets but considers  

trespassing an issue of public safety. 

Meanwhile the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with  

the railroad to create additional crossings to help people reach   

the 240,000 acres of federal wildlife refuge along the river. 

“I think we’re on a good path,” said Sabrina Chandler, manager 

of the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish      

Refuge. “It’s not going to be the perfect situation … but we’re 

getting there.” 

Three other bills that would have either curtailed the power of 

railroad police or imposed greater accountability also failed to get 

hearings.  Sen. Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma, said she introduced 

the bills after hearing from residents                    

concerned about losing access to public 

lands and a lack of oversight for private  

police forces.      Story continues on-line.  

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read the full article. 

UMR Residents Express Ire to WI Rail Commissioner 
 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 22 Apr 2016 

STODDARD, WI — Despite compromise efforts to create   

more crossings, western Wisconsin sportsmen are angry over  

loss of access to Mississippi River caused by enforcement of       

a railroad trespassing law. 

About 200 people turned out Thursday afternoon for two        

listening sessions held by Sen. Jennifer Shilling of La Crosse. 

Dozens of hunters, trappers and anglers complained they can    

no longer get to spots they’ve gone for decades because of a  

2006 change to state law that removed an exemption allowing 

people to walk directly across railroad tracks. 

“It’s almost like that railroad track now is a fence,” said Richard 

Jensen. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has identified  

at least 124 spots where shore access requires crossing tracks;     

a department memo said the law could be “the largest loss of    

public access to public waters in the history of the state.” 

Richard Meyer of La Crescent, Minn., said the nearest crossing  

is sometimes as far as five miles from safe ice, making it    

virtually impossible for people with disabilities to fish during the 

winter.  Meyer said he used to spend money fishing in Wisconsin 

— until last year.  “This whole situation has damaged the state’s          

reputation and the railroad’s,” he said. “People are furious.” 

About 218 miles of BNSF Railway’s tracks separate most of   

Wisconsin from the Mississippi River and the 240,000-acre     

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.    

According to the Federal Railroad Administration, there are 212 

public and private crossings, including 43 in the city of La Crosse. 

Wisconsin Commissioner of Railroads Yash Wadhwa, said state 

and federal wildlife officials have identified 26 potential crossing 

sites to reach the refuge.  The commissioner’s office will now 

study those to determine how many meet the criteria for a        

designated crossing.  But a private crossing can cost $30,000 to 

$50,000, Wadhwa said, and public 

grade crossings can cost more than 

$500,000.  Many at the meeting dismissed     

the crossings compromise, calling instead      

for education campaigns on safe crossing. 

Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read the full article. Story continues on-line.  

http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/rail-trespassing-bill-dead-in-its-tracks-on-senate-s/article_ce528e1f-1051-5d1d-af85-90606138eb2f.html
http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/rail-meetings-draw-ire-over-lost-river-access/article_6b6ba841-cdd1-575a-a8e8-f391758dd668.html
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Railroad to Begin Restoration of Derailment Site
 

By Chris Hubbuch, La Crosse Tribune* - 11 Mar 2016 

River Resource News 

Brownsville, MN - The Canadian Pacific Railway has            

announced plans to begin restoring the site of a derailment in 

southeastern Minnesota, where crews are also monitoring the 

Mississippi River for contamination. 

The Minnesota Pollutions Control Agency, U.S. Fish and       

Wildlife Service, and other agencies last week signed off on  

plans to restore landscaping destroyed by the earth movers and 

other heavy equipment brought in to rebuild the rails and        

recover the 15 cars that left the tracks in the Jan. 26 derailment.  

CP spokesman Andy Cummings said construction will begin in 

coming weeks. Contractors deployed booms after ice broke up 

earlier than usual and are monitoring the river for signs of the 

657 gallons of vegetable oil that leaked from six tank cars that 

came to rest in the river.  (The railroad had previously estimated  

the size of the leak at 850 gallons.) 

There has been a thin sheen on the water near the shoreline but     

no evidence of oil elsewhere in the river, said Tim Miller, La 

Crosse district manager for the Upper Mississippi River             

National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.  

“The good thing about vegetable oil is it’s not toxic to the birds,” 

he said.  “If it does get on them it can affect their flight, and      

thermal regulation, which can be a big deal.” 

Miller said contractors are also working to retrieve rail car parts 

that were trapped under the ice and will survey the 

riverbed for possible damage caused by the impact. 

Panfish Poacher Faces Stiff Fines
 

By Anne Jungen, La Crosse Tribune* - 26 Feb 2016 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

“The only thing I hate more than game wardens is (an expletive),” 

Paalksnis told a warden. 

In his boat and house, authorities found 2,066 bluegills, 418 perch 

and 88 crappies, reports stated.  The possession limits are 50 each. 

Paalksnis told a warden that for 20 years he was selling bags of 

fish for $5 in Chicago, reports stated. 

Prosecutors want the judge to revoke his fishing privileges and  

confiscate his 15-foot flat-bottom boat and two freezers seized  

during the search of his house.  The DNR issued Paalksnis seven 

citations for exceeding possession limits between 

1989 and 2011 in Buffalo and La Crosse counties.  

His fishing privileges were revoked twice. 

Authorities confiscated more than 2,500 panfish from an        

Onalaska (WI) angler facing $24,683 in fines for exceeding    

possession limits. 

Stanley Paalksnis, 73, pleaded not guilty through his attorney to 

four citations Thursday in La Crosse County Circuit Court. 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources wardens Nov. 4 on 

Lake Onalaska saw Paalksnis keep 47 bluegills, according to 

court records.  The daily limit is 25. 

Paalksnis claimed he did not catch more than the daily limit and 

wouldn’t let authorities into his house at W7283 N. Shore Lane 

without a warrant, telling a warden that he wasn’t “real law     

enforcement” as he was being detained, according to reports. 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

*Reprinted by permission of the La Crosse Tribune. 

Tale-Spinning Muscles Will Flex for Clams
 

By Pat McKnight, La Crosse Tribune* - 14 Feb 2016 

Storyteller Terry Visger will share what she’s learned about the 

history of clamming in the area.  Visger’s interest in freshwater 

mussels began when she and her husband, Ken, volunteered at   

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Genoa National Fish      

Hatchery. Visger learned some mussels are the most endangered 

animals in the area. 

The story Visger created for La Crosse’s 

150th anniversary is one that could have 

been told by the wife of a clammer. 

ONALASKA, WI - Before there was plastic, people kept their 

dresses, shirts and pants fastened with mother-of-pearl buttons. 

Mother-of-pearl is the iridescent lining found on the inside of 

clam shells.  The demand for the fasteners before the era of    

plastics created a flourishing industry during the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. 

The history of clamming on the Mississippi and Black rivers will 

be the topic of a program to be presented at the Onalaska Area 

Historical Society’s meeting Tuesday, Feb. 16.  

Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read the full article. 
Story continues on-line. 

http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/visger-flexes-tale-spinning-muscles-on-clamming/article_b1e4a632-2629-5546-af15-df445c172171.html
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River Resource News 
Hard to Be a Bee in Wisconsin

 

By Marion Ceraso, Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism* 

Published 24 Feb 2016 in the La Crosse Tribune 

Packed into brains the size of a sesame seed, bees’ navigational 

systems enable them to locate and pollinate millions of dollars 

worth of Wisconsin crops annually. 

But Wisconsin has become a hard place to be a bee. 

The state’s honeybee colony die-off rate, among the highest in 

the nation, last year was around 60%.  Beekeeper surveys show 

15% is generally considered to be an acceptable loss rate. 

Wisconsin pollinator populations have been declining for years, 

endangering the growth of apples, cranberries, cherries and 

many other fruits and vegetables that rely on bees, butterflies 

and other pollinators to fertilize them, helping them produce 

seeds and fruit. 

And critics say a recently-issued draft of a pollinator protection 

plan for Wisconsin may offer only limited relief for the insects. 

The plan recommends voluntary actions such as increasing road-

side plantings and pollinator-friendly home gardens, but sets no 

targets for decreasing the use of a controversial class of agricul-

tural pesticides, neonicotinoids, that attack insects’ brains. 

“If it’s all voluntary, it’s basically something that no one has to 

follow, so what is the point?” asked Harriet Behar, an organic 

farming specialist with the Midwest Organic and Sustainable 

Education Service, a nonprofit that promotes sustainable       

agriculture.  Behar keeps 25 beehives on her 216-acre farm in 

Crawford County in southwestern Wisconsin. 

Many scientists and beekeepers including Behar believe large-

scale farming practices for crops such as corn and soy — which 

together represent a $2.6 billion industry in Wisconsin — are 

important contributors to pollinator declines. 

“Corn growers, soybean growers don’t need pollinators, so 

(they) may be less sensitive to the impact their chemicals have 

on the rest of the environment,” said Claudio Gratton, professor 

of entomology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, who 

worked on the proposal for the state Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer Protection. 

Other factors such as parasites, pathogens, beekeeping practices 

that may spread viruses, and extreme weather, including drought 

and severe cold, can take a toll on bees.  There are also         

pesticides, including so-called neonics, which act like nicotine 

in how they target the insect brain. 

Pesticide Use Widespread                                                            

Introduced in the 1990s as more targeted toward specific pests and 

less harmful to humans and wildlife than older, more toxic        

insecticides, neonics quickly grew in market share and have     

become the most widely used insecticides worldwide, with billions 

in annual sales. 

Politically powerful agrochemical interests, including insecticide 

maker Syngenta, are among the largest producers of neonics.   

Representatives of Syngenta and the industry trade association 

CropLife America helped draw up Wisconsin’s pollinator plan. 

They insist the link between bee population declines and proper 

use of their products has not been made. 

Seed coating is the biggest factor driving increased use of neonics. 

In January, a group of farmers, beekeepers and advocates filed a 

lawsuit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for  

exempting neonic seed coatings from regulation. The plaintiffs say 

the lack of regulation will harm pollinators and the environment. 

By 2012, virtually all corn seed, and about 30 percent of soybean 

seed planted in Wisconsin and across the country, was coated with 

neonics, said Paul Mitchell, a UW-Madison associate professor 

who co-directs the UW-Extension’s Nutrient and Pest             

Management Program.  Neonic-coated seeds also are widely used 

on other crops such as potatoes. 

Neonics are systemic, meaning they are absorbed and remain in 

the tissue of the plant.  They are also potent neurotoxins.  Neonics 

are chemically designed to attack the nervous system of pest    

insects that eat any part of a treated plant, causing paralysis and 

death. 

With widespread reliance on neonics, unintended exposures to 

beneficial insects such as pollinators can happen.  Seeds coated 

with neonics have become sort of an insurance policy for many 

farmers, said Gratton, who along with Christina Locke, a         

postdoctoral researcher in Gratton’s laboratory, worked on the 

pollinator plan. 

“With neonics, there is less application since it’s present in the 

plant the entire season; it’s a one-and-done idea,” Gratton said. 

“Overall there is less used, but there 

are also a lot of unintended               

consequences.”  Scientists have identified 

multiple routes by which beneficial insects 

such as bees suffer unintended exposures to 

neonics, even if they are not feeding on the 

treated plants, as a pest might. 

Click on this UMRCC logo 

to read the full article. 
Story continues on-line.   

*Reprinted by permission of the Wisconsin Center 

for Investigative Journalism. 

http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/critics-say-wisconsin-plan-to-save-bees-provides-little-protection/article_2ae52ec6-461c-5d0e-9236-2ec8dd3f4450.html
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River Resource News 

By Shawn Giblin , Mississippi River Water Quality Specialist, WI DNR 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has been conducting 

long term monitoring of suspended sediment contaminant concentrations 

in the Mississippi River at Lock and Dam 3 (Red Wing, MN) and Lock 

and Dam 4 (Alma, WI) since 1987 (Figure 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1.  Location of sediment trap sampling sites at Lock and 

Dam 3 (Red Wing, MN) and Lock and Dam 4 (Alma, WI). 

Suspended sediment is collected passively through the deployment of 

glass sediment traps for about 60 days in a slack water area immediately 

upstream of both lock and 

dams during spring,      

summer and fall (Figure 2).  

Field sampling and       

laboratory analytical    

methods have been       

previously described 

(Sullivan, 1995). The     

Wisconsin State Laboratory 

of Hygiene in Madison, 

Wisconsin, analyzed the 

sediment samples following 

U.S. EPA approved      

procedures.                     

The polychlorinated      

biphenyl (PCB) data      

presented in this summary 

represent total PCBs as 

derived by an Arochlor-

based analysis prior to     

September 1991 and a   

congener-based analysis 

(congener sum) after this 

date. The Arochlor-based  

method had a detection limit of 50 ng/g (Sullivan, 1995).  The switch  

to a congener-based method was implemented to improve the analytical 

detection limit since sediment trap PCB concentrations declined rapidly 

and were usually less than 50 ng/g at LD 4.  The primary purpose of 

this monitoring has been to assess long term trends and to provide an 

estimate of whole-water particulate-phase concentrations. 

Suspended sediment or particulate matter in river water represents a 

major portion of contaminant transport, especially in turbid rivers like 

the Mississippi River.  Organic chemicals that don’t dissolve readily in 

water such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons (PAHs) or organochlorine pesticides and elements such 

as heavy metals, adsorb to fine-grained suspended sediment particles, 

especially those high in organic matter content.  Some sources of    

contaminant input include runoff from urban and agricultural land use, 

deposition from coal and waste incineration, re-suspension of            

contaminated bed sediments and wastewater discharges. 

An illustration of PCB and mercury concentrations in suspended     

sediment at both monitoring sites is shown in Figure 3.              

Figure 3.  Long term sediment trap polychlorinated biphenyl 

(PCB) and mercury (Hg) trends at Lock and Dam 3 and 4 (1987-

2015).  PCB concentration is in nanograms/g and mercury con-

centration is in micrograms/g. 

River discharge, season, sediment particle size and organic matter  

content, and changes in contaminant inputs influence contaminant                 

concentrations in suspended sediment.  Spring sediment traps are    

generally characterized as having higher sedimentation rates, lower 

organic matter content (total volatile solids) and larger particle size  

than fall-deployed traps. 

Long Term Sediment Trap Contaminant Trends 

Continued on Page 9 

Figure 2.  Example of sediment trap 

deployment at Lock and Dam 3.  The 

traps are lowered below the water 

surface for roughly 60 days of passive 

sampling. 

WI DNR 
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River Resource News 

Continued from Page 8 

PCB and mercury concentrations in suspended sediments are normally 

higher in samples collected from Lock and Dam 3 than at Lock and  

Dam 4 (Figure 3).  This is due to the closer proximity to the Twin Cities 

Metropolitan Area, a major source of these contaminants.  In addition, 

Lake Pepin, a natural riverine lake located in Pool 4, acts as a natural 

sediment trap, which results in decreased transport of these contaminants 

downstream. 

Temporal trends indicate a decrease in PCB and mercury concentrations 

at both monitoring sites. PCB concentrations are presently one-third to 

one-fourth that observed in the late 1980s, while present mercury      

concentrations are roughly one-half of concentrations during the late  

1980s.  Pollution abatement efforts to reduce the use or discharge of 

these contaminants have led to these reductions in contaminant       

concentrations.  These findings underscore the need for the             

management community to pivot efforts toward non-point pollution 

reduction efforts while continuing to reduce legacy contaminants.   

Additional efforts should also be directed toward efforts to better    

understand and quantify emerging and less understood environmental 

contaminants such as:  perfluorinated compounds (PFCs),            

polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), polycyclic 

aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), hexabromocyclodecane 

(HBCD), triclosan, microplastics, and estrogenic     

compounds. 

Sullivan, J.F. 1995.  Contaminants in Mississippi River suspended sediment collected with cylindrical sediment traps.  U.S. EPA Flood 

Assessment Grant (Water Quality) Ambient Monitoring Project.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. La Crosse, WI, 65 pp. 

Calendar 

Meetings, Conferences, and Events 

Mississippi River Research Consortium             

48th Annual Meeting                                                             

April 27-29, 2016  La Crosse, WI 

 Keynote Address by Dr. David Strayer                                         

Treating Biological Invasions of Large Rivers Like They Matter 

 Register on-line at http://m-r-r-c.org/Registration.html 

View the 2016 Program at http://m-r-r-c.org/Proceedings/2016_MRRC_proceedings.pdf 

Saturday, April 30th 10 am - 2 pm  

Visit www.dea.gov or call 800-882-9539 
to find a collection site near you 

http://m-r-r-c.org/Registration.html
http://m-r-r-c.org/Proceedings/2016_MRRC_proceedings.pdf
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/NTBI/NTBI-PUB.pub;jsessionid=4B847BD7D16CD4B13FB1239FFE81A8DD?_flowExecutionKey=_c29BC3D02-0B5F-CEFF-6EB3-06DB2283B497_k0C210FF2-7EE7-A8A6-D4C4-41774D9F22C6
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Calendar 
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Calendar 

High School Student Environmental Conference                                                                                                              

September 22-23, 2016                                                                             

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium - Dubuque, Iowa 

 Learn impacts of land-use practices on environmental quality  

 Explore farm, watershed, and Mississippi River interactions on guided field trips  

 $50/person fee includes materials, field trips, meals & overnight lodging at Museum  

 Applications available at Museum or by calling 563-557-9545 , ext. 206 or 215 

 Deadline for application/registration is September 15, 2016 

UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Conservation & Water Resources  

Bill H.R. #223, Sponsor: D. Joyce (OH-14)     
UMR Co-sponsors: K. Ellison (MN-5), B. 
McCollum (MN-4), T. Walz (MN-1) 

A bill to amend the Federal Water Pollution  
Control Act (commonly known as the Clean    
Water Act) to authorize the Environmental     
Protection Agency's Great Lakes Restoration   
Initiative for FY2016-FY2020 for Great Lakes 
protection and restoration, including the          
prevention and control of invasive species and 
their impacts.  Introduced in House (8 Jan 2015); 
refereed to Subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment (9 Jan 2015); Subcommittee on     
Water Resources and Environment discharged, 
Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session 
held, and ordered to be reported (amended) by voice 
vote (2 Mar 2016); reported (amended) by the  
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
and placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 
354 (23 Mar 2016); passed/agreed to in House (26 
Apr 2016); received in the Senate, read twice, and 
placed on Senate Legislative Calendar (No. 439)
under General Orders (27 Apr 2016). 

Transportation 

Bill H.R. #4397, Sponsor: R. Kind (WI-3) (AK)                                                                                                     
UMR Co-sponsor: T. Walz (MN-1) 

A bill to direct the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to develop and preposition 
caches of emergency response equipment, which 
may include firefighting equipment and fire     
suppression agents, to facilitate the rapid deploy-
ment of resources needed to reduce damage to life, 
property, and the environment in the event of an 
accident involving rail tank cars transporting haz-
ardous material, crude oil, or flammable liquids. 
Such caches shall be strategically prepositioned 
along rail routes over which a high volume of high
-hazard trains operate in a manner that lowers the 
response time of firefighters to fight fires involving 
flammable liquids and to prevent such fires from 
spreading.  FEMA may collect fees from railroad 
carriers to develop and preposition the caches.  
Introduced and referred to the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure (28 Jan 2016); 
referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads,       
Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials (29 Jan 2016). 
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Mike (Griff) should receive this award because of his 

dedication, mentoring, outstanding contributions,    

common-sense approach, and team-oriented leadership 

that have resulted in many productive joint programs 

on the Mississippi River.  

Last month, Griff completed 31 years of public service 

with the Iowa DNR.  Griff began his permanent         

employment with the Iowa DNR as a wildlife technician 

at the Odessa Wildlife Unit in 1985.  Even in that early 

part of his career he showed an affinity for the River by 

breaking out of the normal wood duck banding          

activities on Lake Odessa and setting up an operation 

out on Mississippi River island wetlands.  He was      

promoted to a Biologist I position as the assistant team 

leader for the LTRM program in 

Bellevue in 1989.  Then in 1995, he 

was promoted to the Mississippi River 

Wildlife Biologist where he has served 

the last 21 years working with       

Mississippi River programs and     

issues.  

His area of responsibility covers 312 

miles of river from Pools 9-19.  As the 

Mississippi River Biologist he has 

been instrumental in the success of on 

the ground projects working with 

many programs including continuing 

the recommendations of GREAT, and 

the evolution of EMP, LTRMP, 

HREP, NESP, and more recently 

UMRR-EMP.  He has put his            

“git-er-done” philosophy towards many notable major 

HREP projects including: Harpers Slough, Browns 

Lake, Mud Lake, Pool Slough, Lake Odessa, Pool 11 

Islands, Pleasant Creek, and Pool 12 Overwintering.   

He is currently involved with planning projects for        

Conway, Beaver Island, Steamboat Island and Huron 

Island.  He has been Iowa’s primary coordinator for the 

206 project currently under construction at Blackhawk 

Bottoms in Pool 19.  Griff is often the “go-to” person for 

the Iowa DNR’s work on the Mississippi River because 

he proficiently represents wildlife and fishery interests 

with his integrated resource-management  philosophy. 

Griff is a long-term member of the UMRCC and has 

served several terms as the Chairman of the Wildlife 

Technical Section and the Vegetation Ad Hoc         

Committee.  He has played a critical role in               

coordinating “out-pool” intensive vegetation sampling 

for many Pools of the UMR.  He has worked with 

USGS-UMESC (which he still affectionately calls 

EMTC) to create and serve a database for these       

vegetation surveys so the data is available for other 

partners to better manage the UMRS.  Griff works 

very closely with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service representatives on 

wildlife and forestry management   

planning and implementation activities. 

Other noteworthy river activities      

include: lock and dams environmental 

concerns review, permit application  

review, pool drawdowns, barge-fleeting 

monitoring, revegetation of dredge  

spoil sites, on-site dredge spoil disposal   

monitoring, review of the Upper      

Mississippi Refuge Master Plan,      

serving on the Science Panel,             

conducting waterfowl nesting surveys, 

and investigating environmental        

intrusions.  Griff has also represented 

the interests of Iowans through service 

on many inter-agency technical         

committees in the Rock Island and St. 

Paul Corps of Engineer Districts including RRF, 

RRCT, FWWG, FWIC, OSIT Capitan, and various 

other committees and projects associated with fish   

and wildlife along the river. 

Griff was instrumental in setting up public meetings, 

writing a departmental rule and getting buy-in from 

hunters for permitting waterfowl hunting blinds on   

the Iowa side of some pools of the River, which solved  

a conflict with Corps regulations.  He continues to be 

 2016 UMRCC Conservation Award 
Mike Griffin, 20 year member of the UMRCC, received the UMRC Conservation Award at the 72nd annual 

meeting held in Dubuque, Iowa.  Mike is a Mississippi River Wildlife Biologist for the Iowa DNR.  The 

nomination letter below was submitted to the Executive Board by Mike Steuck and Jim Jansen  

Continued on Page 13 

USFWS 

Mike Griffin (a.k.a., Griff)  received the 

Conservation Award at the 72nd  

UMRCC Annual Meeting in Dubuque. 
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involved in that program with inventory and permitting 

of those blinds.  

Griff helped define and implement connectivity on 

many UMR projects.  He co-authored a UMRCC 

“Habitat Connectivity White Paper” that helped clarify 

connectivity issues.  He continues to work with many 

UMR partners on a floodplain connectivity project at 

the junction of the Mississippi River and Maquoketa 

River that will provide fish and wildlife habitat, flood 

mitigation, sedimentation reduction, and nutrient      

recycling and load reductions.  This project will provide 

all the UMR partners much needed information on 

UMR connectivity and floodplain restoration.  Griff is 

always willing to team-up and 

tackle a resource      problem with 

a cooperative       attitude.  He con-

tributed many hours to efforts 

such as the      Habitat Needs As-

sessment and the Rock Island Pool 

Plans, which are the foundation 

for restoration   efforts basin wide 

and are still being used today.  

Griff has worked throughout the 

Upper Mississippi to develop, as-

sess, and implement non-

structural methods of habitat im-

provement through the use of 

“Pool-wide Water Level Manage-

ment” where feasible.  Griff is a firm believer in the  

established UMR partnerships; he has the ability to 

work effectively with them but is not afraid to          

challenge our partners to find a less bureaucratic way  

to do River business.  

Griff’s knowledge and experience relative to the       

Mississippi River have provided river outdoor           

recreationists with valuable services over the past 31 

years.  His outgoing personality and ability to positively 

influence others are well recognized by his coworkers.  

Griff has worked with virtually every stakeholder group 

associated with the Mississippi River and he has earned 

their respect.  He is well known by natural resource 

agencies along the River as an excellent ambassador  

that is guaranteed to make you laugh.  He is not afraid 

to ask questions in an effort to find common sense     

solutions to the many challenges the River presents. 

Griff has always been a mentor to new faces on the    

river.  Whenever there are staff changes regarding   

River responsibilities, Griff would be at forefront in  

arranging a river rat meeting. 

Griff is an extremely hard worker who is always   

thinking about ways to make the Mississippi River   

better.  He has accomplished many projects and     

tackled difficult tasks using his tenacity and skill.  He 

truly believes in what he is doing, is a strong supporter 

for conservation and works to make a difference for 

future generations.  He is a 

leader in many conservation 

education efforts like           

Envirothon, hunter safety,  

and teaching teachers about 

the environment.   

Griff goes above and beyond 

what his DNR job requires.  

He serves on the local fire   

department, Ducks Unlimited 

and Pheasants Forever       

committees, and served a term 

as president of the Iowa  

Chapter of the Wildlife       

Society.  He is active with his church and is well        

respected in the community. Griff is an outstanding 

father and grandfather where his love for them rivals 

his passion for the natural resources. 

It is obvious to all who know Griff that the Mississippi 

River is “THE RIVER” and he has a burning passion 

for it.  Griff is deserving of this award because of his 

ability to partner and work together in addition to his 

numerous significant contributions to the preservation, 

management, development and wise use of this great 

natural resource.  He is an inspiration!  Please consider 

Mike (Griff) Griffin, a True River Rat, 

for the 2016 UMRCC Conservation 

Award. 

 2016 UMRCC Conservation Award 

Continued from Page 12 

Mike Griffin (left ) receives the UMRCC Conservation 

Award from Martin Konrad at the 72
nd 

annual meeting. 

USFWS 
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Interim Coordinator’s Comments 

River Rat Milestones 

Bill Aspelmeier 

30 Years 

Mike Griffin   

25 Years 

Scott Gritters 

20 Years 

Kevin Irons  

10 Years 

Outgoing Chairperson Martin Konrad presented     

milestone certificates of membership to a pack of river 

rats who briefly found their way ashore for the UMRCC 

72nd Annual Meeting held recently in Dubuque. 

Rats unable to make it ashore to receive milestone     

certificates (and apparently still out on the river)       

included:  Eric Grittinger, David Herzog, and Brad  

Parsons - 5 Years;  and John Pitlo - 35 Years.                                                                     
Sharonne 

Baylor 

Jeremiah  

Hass 
Ross 

Dames   
CONGRATULATIONS TO                                  

OUR FELLOW RATS! 

Konrad   
Martin  

USFWS USFWS USFWS 

USFWS 

What a great Annual Meeting!  I hope you were there.  The Technical Committees communicated many 

great results and plans for the upcoming field season.  The Banquet activities highlighted the             

commitment of the UMRCC members to the River and their generosity as evidenced in the fundraiser 

for Bernie Schonhoff’s family.  A record number of retirees were in attendance as well.   

Thank you all for making this year’s meeting a huge success. 

The USFWS is in the process of hiring a new permanent staff member for the Large Rivers                 

Coordination Office to assist the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association Coordinator, 

Greg Conover.  In addition to other large river coordination responsibilities, this new position will be 

assigned the duties of the UMRCC Coordinator.  Greg hopes to have the new position hired and         

introduce the new UMRCC Coordinator by this fall.  If you have any Coordinator questions in the     

interim, please contact Sam Finney (sam_finney@fws.gov), the new La Crosse FWCO Project Leader. 

I want to thank everyone who assisted me fulfill the role of Interim Coordinator since 

Scott’s retirement, especially Louise Mauldin and Heidi Keuler.  Enjoy the wonderful 

spring weather we’re having and I hope to see you on the River soon.    

                            Teresa Lewis 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Janet Sternburg - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO 

 

UMRCC Vice-Chairperson 

Bradford Parson - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN 

 

UMRCC Board Members 

Martin Konrad - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Kevin Irons - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Nick Schlesser - Fish Section Chairperson - Minnesota DNR - Lake City, MN 

Jeff Horn - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Illinois DNR - Savanna, IL 

Molly Sobotka - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Jackson, MO 

Joel Heyn - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Minneosta DNR - Elgin, MN 

Travis Moore - Mussel Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Hannibal, MO 

Brenda Kelley & Ruth Nissen - OREIT Section Co-Chairs - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Sam Finney - Interim Coordinator - USFWS - Onalaska, WI 

 

Coordinator’s Quiz 

The Winter Newsletter quiz question was  –  In 1910, a      

reported total of 31,600 tons of river ice were commercially 

harvested in La Crosse.   How many commercial firms       

accounted for this harvest?   Answer:  Seven                     

Jeremy Tiemann sent in the first correct answer. 

Arctic Ice & Fuel Company Ice Houses - circa 1910 

La Crosse Public Library Archives 

The Upper Mississippi River was seldom “muddy” before white settlers broke 

ground and felled the woodlands along its banks and the banks of its tributaries. 

The Quiz Question for the Spring Newsletter is –  

What manufacturing byproduct was responsible for the first complaints of 

pollution in the Upper Mississippi River during the 1870s?   

The first correct answer emailed to sam_finney@fws.gov wins a prize.  


