
 

Chair’s Letter 

 

On the heels of our annual meeting in Collinsville I must reflect on much of our 

discussions focus, Partnerships! UMRCC partners have excelled at working with each 

other and building on relations has been the norm for the Mississippi River states, much 

of that was clearly visible at our past annual meeting.  I certainly don’t see that changing, 

but as our annual meeting suggested we have partnerships that have continued to expand 

across the region and found partners from NGO’s and universities as well. We have 

further broadened and provide leadership in mussel conservation, now officially as a 

technical committee.  I know we are resistant to resting on our laurels because there is so 

much yet to do, but we should take pause and complement those  exceptional efforts as 

we move forward with new and exciting work on the river this field season.   

 

As I write there is a flood of record looming in the Illinois River and serious concerns for 

flooding on the Upper Mississippi watershed.  The late winter storms will provide fuel 

for interesting discussions this fall and winter.  Invasive species will remain a topic of 

concern, and we look forward to hearing about additional restoration efforts.  I would like 

to challenge the River Rats to purposely begin passing down the knowledge of the river 

and introduce new young professionals to all that the UMRCC can offer.  Please find our 

scheduled events in this newsletter and plan on bringing them to a vegetation survey or 

puddle for some mussels, and of course a technical meeting or next year’s annual 

meeting.   Enjoy the mud under your fingernails and have a safe field season! 

 

 

Kevin Irons 
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This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee but 

does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or comments 

regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue, Onalaska, 

Wisconsin 54650.  Phone: (608) 783-8432.  E-mail Coordinator at umrcc@mississippi-

river.com.  Visit our website at  http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 
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River Resource News  
  

No DNA Evidence of Asian Carp in the St. Croix River; 

Scientists Urge Continued Action 

By Shawn Hogendorf – Stillwater Patch April 12, 2013 

 

Scientists believes that despite the lack 

of eDNA evidence reported in this study, 

there are very good reasons to believe 

Asian Carp are routinely entering 

Minnesota waters from the south and 

could eventually breed here. 

There's some more good news on the 

invasive-species front in the St. Croix 

River. 

Last month, the Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources reported that the 

presence of zebra mussels are on the 

decline in the St. Croix River. 

New analyses for Asian carp DNA in 

water samples from the St. Croix and 

Mississippi rivers show "little evidence" 

of bighead and silver carp, researchers 

announced in a report released today. 

The joint effort by scientists from the 

new Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species 

Research Center at the University of 

Minnesota (MAISRC), U.S. Geological 

Survey and the Minnesota DNR also 

concludes that while recent captures by 

commercial fisheries show these 

invasive fish are present in Minnesota, 

their numbers are likely still relatively 

low. 

 

Studies in 2011 using this technique, 

which detects DNA fragments released 

to the environment (eDNA), showed 

positive results for silver carp eDNA in 

up to half of the samples collected from 

the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers. 

The new report documents what is 

considered to be the most rigorous study 

of Asian carp eDNA in Minnesota 

waters to date, according to the DNR. It 

used a large number of experimental 

controls and techniques recently 

developed by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers for use in the Illinois River 

and Great Lakes that include DNA 

sequencing as a final verification step. 

 

 

 

http://stillwater.patch.com/users/shawn-hogendorf-2
http://stillwater.patch.com/articles/st-croix-success-zebra-mussels-on-decline-in-river-s-waters
http://stillwater.patch.com/articles/st-croix-success-zebra-mussels-on-decline-in-river-s-waters
http://stillwater.patch.com/articles/st-croix-success-zebra-mussels-on-decline-in-river-s-waters
http://stillwater.patch.com/articles/st-croix-success-zebra-mussels-on-decline-in-river-s-waters
http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/
http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/
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According to the researchers, while the 

new study consistently detected silver 

carp eDNA in Iowa where the fish are 

abundant, it detected no silver carp 

eDNA in the sampling areas just above 

and below St. Croix Falls in the St. 

Croix River or in the sampling areas 

above and below the Coon Rapids Dam 

or below Lock and Dam No. 1 in the 

Mississippi River.  In contrast, no 

bighead carp eDNA was detected at any 

location, including in Iowa where this 

species is known to be present. 

 

“The differences between the 2011 and 

2012 eDNA testing results may be partly 

attributable to the evolving technology,” 

Peter Sorensen, MAISRC director, and 

leader of the research team stated in a 

news release. “As the bighead results 

show, this particular technique needs to 

be refined for detecting this species in 

open waters.” 

 

Sorensen believes that despite the lack of 

eDNA evidence reported in this study, 

there are very good reasons to believe 

these fish are routinely entering 

Minnesota waters from the south and 

could eventually breed here. 

 

“These results support the conclusion 

that bighead and silver carp have not yet 

become established in Minnesota,” said 

Steve Hirsch, director of the DNR’s 

Ecological and Waters Division, adding 

that “the threat of Asian carp is 

nevertheless an urgent issue for the state, 

requiring immediate action.” 

 

The research study was coordinated by 

the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species 

Research Center at the University of 

Minnesota, and was funded by the 

Minnesota Environment and Natural 

Resources Trust Fund. 
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Universities Seek Grant to Run Nutrient Management Center 
 

Des Moines Register by Perry Beeman 

 

University researchers are seeking a 

federal grant to create a nutrient 

management center to help fight farm 

runoff linked to the dead zone in the 

Gulf of Mexico. 

The Center for Nutrient Management 

would be run by Iowa State University, 

the University of Iowa and the 

University of Illinois, Larry Weber of 

the Iowa Flood Center told members of a 

state water resources panel Wednesday. 

The center would be led by ISU 

economist Catherine Kling, who would 

serve as principal investigator. 

The $2.5 million application could be in 

addition to millions that Iowa lawmakers 

are debating for similar work, which is 

aimed at easing the disruption of Gulf 

fisheries when fertilizer runoff feeds 

algae blooms. When the algae die, 

oxygen is consumed, leaving a large area 

lifeless in summer. 

The state is pursuing a controversial 

Nutrient Reduction Strategy which relies 

entirely on voluntary actions to curb 

farm runoff. A final version of the plan 

should be out by the end of the month, 

Agriculture Secretary Bill Northey said. 

 

 

The Senate on Wednesday approved 

$12.4 million for soil conservation work 

and related projects as part of the 

Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship’s budget. Senate File 435 

also includes close to $14 million for 

watershed work and demonstration 

projects that also could affect runoff. 

In the other chamber, House File 628 

contains $6 million for various 

conservation projects, $2 million for the 

nutrient management center, $500,000 

for education, $2 million for watershed 

planning and close to $1 million for 

demonstration projects and monitoring. 

Action on that legislation is pending. 

Northey told members of the Water 

Resources Coordinating Council, an 

advisory group, that the money would 

help jump-start conservation work 

beginning this fall with the planting of 

cover crops. But next planting season, he 

hopes farmers have considered other 

techniques, such as splitting fertilizer 

applications into two passes weeks apart. 

 

“We are very interested in talking to 

people who are interested in doing 

projects,” Northey said. 
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Weber, the flood center co-founder, said 

the nutrient management center would 

focus on assessing agricultural 

processes, monitoring, science, 

demonstration projects and community 

involvement. 

Weber said the universities are seeking 

one of two $2.5 million grants offered by 

the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. Gov. Terry Branstad sent a 

letter to EPA supporting the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northey said state staffers are reviewing 

1,700 comments submitted about the 

nutrient reduction plan, which was raked 

by environmental groups for relying 

solely on voluntary efforts with no 

regulations for farm pollution. The 

strategy included a call for nitrogen and 

phosphorus removal at sewage treatment 

plants — a far smaller source of Gulf 

pollution. The Department of Natural 

Resources plans to write those 

requirements into pending plant permits 

beginning as early as May, officials said 

Wednesday. 
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Making Conservation Relevant in a Changing America 
 

 

By NATE ROBSON Sioux City Journal – April 6, 2013 

 

SIOUX CENTER, Iowa | A proposed 

strategy to reduce water pollution from 

Iowa's farms, cities and industrial plants 

has many Northwest Iowans watching to 

see what it will mean for agriculture – 

though critics say the guidelines are too 

weak to be effective.  Matt Schuiteman, 

a corn farmer in Sioux Center, said he 

believes voluntary guidelines proposed 

in the state’s Nutrient Reduction 

Strategy are a step in the right direction 

when it comes to curbing pollution from 

nitrogen and phosphorus – two key 

ingredients in fertilizer. 

The state's proposal aims to reduce 

nitrogen pollution from farms by 41 

percent and phosphorus by 29 percent. 

Final recommendations are expected this 

month.  Schuiteman agreed fertilizer 

pollution is bad not only for the 

environment but also for a farmer’s 

wallet.  "One of the best things is the 

economics of no soil erosion and the 

economics of less fertilizer usage," he 

said about reducing pollution. "Those 

are two big savings right off the bat." 

Strategies aimed at farmers are meant to 

reduce runoff from rain and snowmelt, 

which washes residual fertilizer into 

nearby waterways. Runoff can also 

cause soil erosion, which leeches 

nutrients into the water.  Strategies 

include extended crop rotation, reduced 

tillage intensity, applying less fertilizer 

to fields, planting perennial vegetation to 

control erosion and improving edge-of-

field drainage management. 

Although farmers could voluntarily 

adopt those and other practices, the 

proposal currently requires 

municipalities and industrial facilities to 

make changes — a discrepancy that’s 

drawn concerns from across the state. 

The Iowa chapter of the Sierra Club said 

in its public comment on the strategy 

that voluntary regulations minimize 

agriculture’s role in pollution.  Water 

pollution has caused an oxygen-deficient 

dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico, 

prompting the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency to require 12 states 

along the Mississippi River Basin to 

implement environmental changes. 

Those states are Iowa, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Kansas, Tennessee, 

Kentucky, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 

Indiana, Ohio, Illinois and Missouri.  “It 

should be clear that water pollution from 

nutrients is a serious problem, that Iowa 

has not done enough to abate the 

problem, and that EPA is serious about 

solving the problem,” club legal chair 

Wallace Taylor wrote. 

http://siouxcityjournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=NATE%20ROBSON%0Anrobson%40siouxcityjournal.com
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 “It is discouraging, to say the least, that 

after two years of working on this 

strategy, this is the disappointing result.”  

Municipalities are also concerned about 

voluntary compliance. 

Sioux City could be forced to make 

changes to its wastewater treatment plant 

to reduce the amount of phosphorus 

being released into the Missouri River if 

the state adopts the proposal. The city 

has already made renovations to address 

nitrogen.  City officials do not know 

how much it would cost to reduce 

phosphorus.  Public Works Director Jade 

Dundas said equal treatment is a big 

concern given the potential cost to 

taxpayers and the role agriculture plays 

in water pollution.  “We certainly want 

equity,” he said. “There’s a big value to 

be had in addressing nitrogen (from 

farms) too.” 

INCENTIVES FOR FARMERS 

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill 

Northey defended the voluntary plan, 

saying farmers will participate if they 

see that it will also improve their 

business.  “This is not a regulatory 

approach, this is not forcing farmers to 

do anything,” he said. “There’s no Water 

Act. Legally, there’s no good basis to 

force people to do something on their 

farm.”  

Northey has also asked the Legislature to 

provide $2.4 million for 2013-14 and 

another $4.4 million for 2014-15 to 

create incentives for farmers to adopt 

practices that reduce fertilizer runoff. 

Northey hopes to have the money by 

July so farmers can start implementing 

new practices this fall.  The final version 

of the Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy 

is expected once the state finishes 

reviewing 1,700 public comments, 

Northey said. 

Schuiteman said voluntary regulations 

coupled with financial assistance for 

farmers would be a good move, 

especially since there is an initial 

financial cost when buying new 

equipment.  Schuiteman added that 

farmers fear mandatory regulations 

would also force them to adopt practices 

that won’t work.  As an example, 

Schuiteman said terraces can reduce soil 

erosion in hilly parts of the state but 

would be less effective in flat areas. 

"What you don't want to do is mandate 

practices when there is already 

something good happening," he said. 

"We need the freedom to work." 
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eDNA What Does It Mean??????  
 

Written and Sent in by Sarah Gross - COE 

   

What do all of these positive Asian carp 

DNA samples mean, and where are the 

fish?  The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) is teaming up with 

other members of the Asian Carp 

Regional Coordinating Committee 

(ACRCC) to help determine this 

perplexing question.  

   

“The ACRCC is committed to 

preventing these invasive fish from 

becoming established in the Great Lakes 

to include participating in extensive 

monitoring of the waterways and 

increasing the understanding of the link 

between DNA detection and presence of 

live fish using Asian carp environmental 

DNA surveillance programs,” said Great 

Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin 

Study Program Manager Jack Drolet.  

    

Asian carp environmental DNA (eDNA) 

analysis has been used since 2009 to 

help determine the presence of the fish 

in waters where the abundance is 

determined to be low or zero by 

detecting the genetic material (DNA 

from shed cells in slime, feces, urine, 

etc.) in water samples.  “Partnership is 

key in successful planning, research and 

implementation of a comprehensive 

aquatic nuisance species prevention 

plan,” said USACE eDNA Program 

Manager Kelly Baerwaldt.  

    

USACE, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

and U.S. Geological Survey are 

conducting a three-year Asian Carp 

Environmental DNA Calibration Study 

(ECALS) to improve the understanding 

and interpretation of eDNA results. 

“Our goal is to make this relatively 

young and complex monitoring tool the 

most effective to detect live Asian carp 

and to provide real, tangible and 

empirical data to the resource managers, 

so they can make informed decisions, 

perhaps for response or other 

management efforts,” said Baerwaldt.  

The majority of the ECALS work 

accomplished so far has focused on 

sources for Asian carp DNA to enter the 

Chicago Area Waterway System 

without, or in addition to, originating 

from a live, free–swimming bighead or 

silver carp. 

 

“In the Chicago Area Waterway System, 

when results indicate positive detections 

for Asian carp eDNA, yet hundreds of 

hours of netting and electrofishing turn 

up no actual fish, we have the ecological 

and fiscal responsibility and duty to 

determine what the sources beyond a 

live fish could potentially be,” said 

Baerwaldt. “We acknowledge that 

collecting positive detections for eDNA 

certainly could mean a live Asian carp, 

but as demonstrated through several lab 

and field studies, there are several other 

ways DNA can get into the water.”  

 

Preliminary objective findings outlined 

in a recent peer-reviewed ECALS 

interim report are: storm sewers, 

fisheries sampling gear, fish-eating 

birds, dead fish carcasses, barges, and 

sediments may contribute to a positive 

eDNA detection without a live fish being 

present; DNA can stay on these sources 

for a number of days; Tagged-bird 

studies show large variations in bird 

movement, some well over 800 miles, 
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and consumption of Asian carp in the 

wild, which may lead to positive 

detection of Asian carp eDNA in bird 

feces; Shedding rates of DNA from 

Asian carp were not affected by different 

temperatures or flow rates of water and 

DNA from Asian carp sperm can be 

detected for over two weeks after release 

from an Asian carp. 

 

“At the end of next year, we plan to have 

a fully calibrated tool, along with the 

ability to quantify the likelihood of 

sources, including a live fish,” said 

Baerwaldt.  “This will give managers the 

ability to use eDNA as one of the 

primary tools for assessing early 

detection of Asian carp, and the work we 

complete in ECALS can also be used in 

other species applications throughout the 

nation.” 

 

Future ECALS work and interim reports 

will focus on increasing efficiency of the 

eDNA process and looking at how fish 

size, number, behavior and diet as well 

as water temperature influence eDNA 

loading or shedding by an Asian carp. 

“The reason we put out these products in 

an interim fashion is so that we can use 

this data immediately in the field,” said 

Baerwaldt. 

 

 For example, based on preliminary 

conclusions from this study, the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources is 

purchasing new nets to be used strictly 

above the Chicago Sanitary and Ship 

Canal electric barriers to minimize any 

contamination that may cause a positive 

eDNA detection in monitoring samples. 

Since 2002, USACE has been pulsing 

electricity through the man-made canal 

that connects the Illinois River with 

Lake Michigan to deter the inter-basin 

establishment of Asian carp and other 

aquatic invasive species.  “Great inter-

agency strides have been taken in 

aquatic nuisance species prevention 

efforts and research, and we will 

continue to work diligently towards 

finding the best solutions,” said Drolet.  

 

USACE, in consultation with other 

federal agencies, Native American 

tribes, state agencies, local governments 

and non-governmental organizations, is 

also conducting the massive Great Lakes 

and Mississippi River Interbasin Study 

to explore options and technologies that 

could be applied to prevent aquatic 

nuisance species transfer between the 

Great Lakes and Mississippi River 

basins through aquatic pathways, to 

include 18 intermittent potential 

pathways outside of the Chicago Area 

Waterway System. A GLMRIS Report 

will be submitted to Congress in 

December that will present analyses of 

these controls. 

  

“Though the Corps and its partners are 

taking the threat of Asian carp as very 

real, we also continue to weigh the threat 

of these invasive fish,” said Baerwaldt.   

 It is important to note that no bighead or 

silver carp were captured or observed 

above the barriers in both 2011 and 2012 

after several interagency monitoring 

outings and hundreds of routine 

monitoring trips to include 192 hours of 

electrofishing and 81.7 miles of netting 

which collected nearly 100,000 fish of 

65 different species.  
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Refuge Adopts UMRCC Fishery Management Plan 
 

 

From Kevin Foerster - FWS 

 

 
 

The Upper Mississippi River NWFR has 

formally adopted the "Upper 

Mississippi River Fisheries Plan - 

2010" (developed by the Upper 

Mississippi River Conservation 

Committee) as the fishery management 

plan for the refuge.    

 

 
 

We completed all the necessary NEPA 

and public review.  Only three 

comments were received during public 

review - all supportive.  The FONSI was 

signed on January 30, 2013 and is now 

in effect.  The UMRCC board concurred 

with this approach during the last Board 

meeting in 2012. 

 

 
 

As a reminder, this approach was used to 

alleviate the need to develop a separate 

"refuge-only" plan and will continue to 

facilitate the cooperative approach to 

resource management issues within the 

Refuge. 

 

Upper Miss River NWFR managers 

should take the time to review the plan 

and discuss with your staff. 

 

The plan is available on the UMRCC website or as a pdf via the link below: 

http://www.umrcc.org/Reports/Fish%20Section/FishPlanFinalcompressed.pdf 

Please contact me or Tim Yager if you have any questions regarding this issue. 

http://www.umrcc.org/Reports/Fish%20Section/FishPlanFinalcompressed.pdf
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Little Plover River One of America's Most Endangered Rivers 

For 2013  

By Sara Strassman – American Rivers 

 

 

The Little Plover River flows six miles 

from clear, cold headwater springs 

before joining the Wisconsin River. 

However, dramatic increases in 

groundwater withdrawals have reduced 

river flows. Once prized for native brook 

trout and popular with anglers, the 

river’s flow has decreased to levels that 

threaten the persistence of fish 

populations.  

Today the Little Plover River is under 

great stress and its story has become a 

sad cautionary tale.  Since shallow 

groundwater sources often provide water 

to rivers, High Capacity Wells (with a 

pump capacity of 100,000 or more 

gallons per day) can have as much or 

more impact on river flow than surface 

pipes directly drawing water from the 

river.  Taking water from all directions 

can cause rivers to run dry if enough 

water is withdrawn.  Models based on 60 

years of data show reductions in flow in 

the Little Plover River beginning in the 

mid-1970's, with more than half the 

historic flow missing by 2006.   

This reduction mirrors the more than 

doubling of the number of irrigation 

wells, which now account for about 85% 

of water withdrawals in the Little Plover 

Basin since 1980; it is compounded by 

municipal and industrial wells pulling 

from the same source.  

 

Here’s a link to the full report with contact info for each of the partner groups involved 

with the listings. 

 
http://www.americanrivers.org/endangered-rivers/2013/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americanrivers.org/endangered-rivers/2013/
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Coordinator Comments  
 

   
 

Dan Sallee Receives  

the UMRCC  

Conservation Award 
 

 

We nominate Mr. Dan Sallee, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, for consideration 

as recipient of the 2013 UMRCC Conservation Award.  The Conservation Award is 

intended to recognize individuals for their contribution to preservation, development, and 

wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River 

bordering the 5 UMR states.  Selection can be based on a single outstanding contribution 

or several significant contributions made over a period of time.    

Mr. Sallee’s has gone beyond the routine and has made a genuine and lasting contribution 

to the Mississippi River and to the betterment of the UMRCC.  Dan has worked for the 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources for over 30 years, first as a Mississippi River 

biologist and more recently as Region 1 Fisheries Administrator.  During his entire 

tenure, he has been the voice for the Illinois portion of the Mississippi River, even when 

he wasn’t approved to attend the meetings.  He has been instrumental in protecting and 

preserving Illinois’ aquatic resources.  Dan has had a valuable part in managing both 

game and non-game fisheries.  He has collaborated with multiple federal, multiple state 

agencies, as well as private entities on the propagation of the several federally and state 

endangered mussels including the Higgins’ eye pearlymussel (Lampsilis higginsii).  

Dan’s work with the Corps navigation issues, industrial users, hydropower projects, 

EMP, etc…are well known among the members of this organization.  Along with Bill 

Bertrand, Dan is known as one of the greatest champions for the Mississippi River in 

Illinois. 

 

Mr. Sallee has helped set the bar through his actions for dedication and lifelong 

commitment to natural resource conservation in Illinois and we believe throughout the 

Midwest.  His “shirt off his back” attitude towards conservation is the standard all 

biologists should strive for and we believe that attitude has permeated all those who have 

worked with him on the river.  Dan’s creative partnerships have shown that significant 

conservation measures can occur even in times of financial and regulatory difficulty.  

 

Illinois Hosts Sixty Ninth Annual Meeting of the UMRCC 

 

 

 

Brad Parsons 

UMRCC Chair 

presents Dan 

with the 

UMRCC 

Conservation 

Award 
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His mussel cleaning day brings together a multitude of agencies and NGO’s in a family-

like atmosphere for a day of good conservation practices, conversation and relationship 

building as well as some great food.  We believe Dan has compiled a substantial list of 

conservation accomplishments directly benefiting the Upper Mississippi River and we 

hope you recognize him for his extraordinary contributions to the interstate resources we 

all dedicate our lives to. 
 

There are two areas that Dan has strongly promoted conservation of the Mississippi 

River.  First, his works on the river are well known and have been highlighted above, but 

he also has done this administratively.  For the AFS-NCD, Mr. Sallee was president of 

the Rivers and Streams Technical Committee (RSTC) in 1997-1998, and continues to 

make yearly contributions with the RSTC meeting by setting arrangements with the Quad 

City Conservation Club to host the meeting.  With the Ictalurid Technical Committee of 

the AFS-NCD, Dan was the Chapter’s representative for over a decade, was on the 

Steering Committee for Catfish 2000, and is assisted with the Catfish 2010 meeting.  

 

Dan has also served in multiple capacities within the Upper Mississippi River 

Conservation Commission.  He has authored or co-authored more than twenty technical 

presentations and peer-reviewed journal articles.  Finally, and maybe most importantly, 

any fishing or conservation club on the river is well aware of Dan and his insight on the 

happenings in regards to the Mississippi River.  He has single handedly brought 

awareness and value to thousands of citizens who hadn’t elevated the value of the natural 

resources around us it deserves.     

 

Without a doubt, Dan has helped in other capacities and not taken credit for it.  His 

commitment to the UMRCC has been one of steadfast and unbroken service.  He is a 

loyal ally for the resources of the Midwest, and based on his works, we believe that Mr. 

Dan Sallee is an excellent candidate for the UMRCC Conservation Award. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
  Jeremy Tiemann    Jeremiah J Haas 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Thiel (Retired FWS) and Jeff Janvrin (Wisconsin DNR) were also nominated for the 

Conservation Award. 



Congressional Action Related to the Upper Mississippi River 
 

 

 
Climate Change 
 

Bill # H.R.3323,Tim Huelskamp (R-KS)  
Freeing Agriculture to Reap More Act - 
Amends the Clean Air Act to prohibit, 
subject to exemptions, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
from promulgating any regulation 
concerning, taking action relating to, or 
taking into consideration the emission of a 
greenhouse gas (GHG) to address climate 
change. Excludes GHGs from the definition 
of "air pollutant" for purposes of addressing 
climate change.  
 
Conservation 
 
Bill # H.R.3236, Tim Walz (D-MN 1st) 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Opportunity 
Act of 2011 - Amends the Food Security Act 
of 1985 to extend: (1) the conservation 
reserve and related programs, (2) the pilot 
program for enrollment of wetland and buffer 
acreage in the conservation reserve 
program, (3) the environmental quality 
incentives program, (4) activities to address 
air quality concerns from agricultural 
operations, and (5) the conservation access 
program.  
 
Bill # H.R.4295, Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) 
Consolidate Heavy-handed and Outdated 
Programs Act of 2012 - Consolidates the 
Department of Energy (DOE) and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
establish the Department of Energy and the 
Environment (DEE), with the primary 
mission of ensuring U.S. security and 
prosperity by: (1) protecting human health; 
(2) safeguarding the natural environment;  

 
 
and (3) addressing U.S. energy, 
environmental, and nuclear challenges.  
 
Bill # H.R.4383, Doug Lamborn (R-CO 5th) 
Streamlining Permitting of American Energy 
Act of 2012 - Amends the Mineral Leasing 
Act to revise requirements for the issuance 
of permits to drill in energy projects on 
federal lands. Authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to extend the initial 30-day permit 
application review period for up to 2 periods 
of 15 days each, if the Secretary has given 
written notice of the delay to the applicant.  
 

Bill # H.R.5626, Christopher Murphy (D-CT) 
Clean and Beautiful Communities Act of 
2012 - Authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior, acting through the Rivers, Trails, 
and Conservation Assistance Program of 
the National Park Service (NPS), to make 
grants to facilitate the acquisition by a 
qualified organization of a qualified real 
property interest exclusively for conservation 
purposes to assist in the funding of the 
transactional and operational costs 
associated with the purchase and 
management of preserved land. 
 
Bill # H.R.6038, Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) 
Global Conservation Act of 2012 - Requires 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
to audit, and report to Congress on, existing 
U.S. international conservation policies and 
programs to determine the extent to which 
such programs are: (1) addressing natural 
resource challenges to ensure healthy and 
sustainable supplies of water, wildlife, fish, 
forests, plants, and other critical resources;  

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=3630
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=152506
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=1572
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=5515
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=789
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=143017
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Conservation Cont. 
 
(2) advancing U.S. foreign policy priorities in 
areas such as security. 
 
Bill # H.R.6422, James Moran (D-VA 8th) 
International Conservation Corps Act of 
2012 - Directs: (1) the Secretary of the 
Interior to establish a program to provide 
grants to qualifying nonprofit organizations 
to assign and support volunteers to assist 
foreign countries in the administration of 
their natural resources in an environmentally 
sustainable manner, and (2) the Secretary of 
State to identify foreign countries for 
program participation.  
 
Endangered Species 
 
Bill # H.R.5744, Paul Gosar (R-AZ 1st) 
Catastrophic Wildfire Prevention Act of 2012 
- Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture 
(USDA), with respect to National Forest 
System lands, and the Secretary of the 
Interior, with respect to public lands, (the 
Secretaries) to implement authorized wildfire 
prevention projects in at-risk forests and 
threatened and endangered species in a 
manner that focuses on surface, ladder, and 
canopy fuels reduction activities.  
 
Bill # H.R.5923, Alcee Hastings (D-FL) 
Stopping Non-Native Animals from Killing 
Endangered Species Act 
 
Invasive Species 
  
Bill # H.R.4296, Vicky Hartzler (R-MO) 
Repeals a provision of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
establishing an inspection and grading 
program for catfish and other species of 
farm-raised fish shellfish effective on the 
date of enactment of such Act.  
 
Bill # H.R.5864, Louise Slaughter (D-NY) 
Invasive Fish and Wildlife Prevention Act of 
2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Resources  
 
Bill # H.R.3145, Timothy Bishop (D-NY) 
Water Quality Protection and Job Creation 
Act of 2011 - Amends the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (commonly known as 
the Clean Water Act [CWA]) to authorize the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to make grants to 
nonprofit organizations. 
 
Bill # H.R.4278, Robert Hurt (R-VA 5th) 
Preserving Rural Resources Act of 2012 - 
Amends the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (commonly known as the Clean Water 
Act) to replace a requirement that a permit 
be obtained for any discharge of dredged or 
fill material into the navigable waters 
incidental to any activity having as its 
purpose bringing an area of such waters into 
a use to which it was not previously subject 
and where the flow or circulation of such 
waters may be impaired or the reach of such 
waters.  
 
Bill # H.R.4304, Tom Rooney (R-FL 16th) 
Defense of Environment and Property Act of 
2012 - Amends the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (commonly known as the Clean 
Water Act) to redefine "navigable waters" to 
specify that included territorial seas are 
those that are: (1) navigable-in-fact; or (2) 
permanent, standing, or continuously flowing 
bodies of water that form geographical 
features commonly known as streams, 
oceans, rivers, and lakes that are connected 
to waters that are navigable-in-fact.  
 
Bill # H.R.4458, Ron Kind (D-WI 3rd) 
Upper Mississippi River Basin Protection Act 
- Requires federal investments in the Upper 
Mississippi River Basin to be guided by 
accepted and documented scientific 
methods and to take into account the results 
of studies using such methods to identify 
and quantify the sources, transport, and fate 
of nutrients and sediment and to quantify the 
effect of treatment methods or conservation 
measures on nutrient and sediment 
management.  

 
 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=606
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11305
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=186
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11637
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=433
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=133600
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=48754
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=61664
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=632
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CALENDAR  
 

Meetings, Conferences and Events 
 

 

Native American Fish & Wildlife Soc. 

May 7-9, 2013 – Scottsdale, AZ 

www.nafws.org 

 

UMRBA-EMPCC Webinar 

May 29, 2013 

 

UMRBA Meeting  

June 4-6, 2013 

St. Louis, MO 

 

American Fisheries Society Meeting 

September 8-12, 2013 

Little Rock,  AR 

http://fisheries.org/meetings 

 

 

 

Fall Fish, Wildlife and Mussel Tech 

TBD 

 

UMRCC Fall Water Quality Tech 

September 24 & 25, 2013 

Fairport, Iowa  

 

Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 

Kansas City, MO 

January 26-29, 2014 

 

UMRCC 70
th

 Annual Meeting  

March 18-20, 2014 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 

 

 

See www.big-river.com/br.calendar.html for additional interesting events on the UMR! 
 
 

Training/Workshops  

Check out the FWS National Training Centers Web Site at training.fws.gov 
 

Catfish College – July 9-11, 2013 Contact Jeremy Tiemann at jtiemann@illinois.edu 

Coordinators Quiz    

The Winter Newsletter quiz question was: Pearly Mussels are found on every 

continent except?      Answer – Antarctica   

First Correct Answer was sent in by Lisa Reid – FWS. 

 

The Quiz Question for the Spring Newsletter is – What fish is active at night, guards 

its eggs, has a serrate preopercle and is a favorite of Johnny Depp?  The first correct 

answer emailed to Scott_yess@fws.gov will receive a $10 gift certificate.   

http://www.nafws.org/
http://fisheries.org/meetings
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UMRCC Chair 

Kevin Irons – Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL  

 

Executive Board 

Ron Benjamin – Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Martin Konrad – Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Janet Sternburg – Missouri Delegate - Missouri DOC - Jefferson City, MO 

Brad Parsons – Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR – St. Paul, MN 

Bernie Schonhoff – Secretary/Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Travis Moore – Fish Section Chair - Missouri DOC – Hannibal, MO  

Megan Moore – Wildlife Section Chair - Minnesota DNR – Lake City, MN 

Louise Hotka – Water Quality Section Chair – Minnesota PCA – St. Paul, MN  

Tyler Strelow – Law Enforcement Section Chair - Wisconsin DNR – La Crosse, WI 

Cindy Samples – OREIT (Recreation) Section Chair – FWS - Winona, MN 

Rich Lewis – Mussel Section Chair – Illinois DNR – Springfield, IL 

Kevin Foerster – Refuge Observer - Fish & Wildlife Service - Winona, MN 

Scott Yess – Coordinator - Fish & Wildlife Service - La Crosse, WI 

 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 

with the goal to:  “Promote the preservation and wise utilization of the natural and 

recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, plans 

and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

 

 
 

Send comments and items for future editions to: 
UMRCC Coordinator - Scott Yess 

scott_yess@fws.gov 
Phone: 608/783-8432 


