
 

Chair’s Letter 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all River Rats!  For me 2013 really flew by.  For 

UMRCC, we had a very full year, we missed many of our federal partners this fall but 

otherwise many had a great fall meeting at Kibbe.  With this in mind and ever 

challenging travel requirements from all agencies, I would like to provide one short word 

from the Chair.  We as a Committee have limited face to face time, so I would like to 

encourage you to make an extra call or two, or perhaps an email to keep River Rats 

connected this Holiday season.  Find an excuse to call up a peer in another state or one 

that has not been at the most recent meeting, call and talk about the River and what is 

happening in your reach.  Start a dialogue to finish at the upcoming annual meeting in  

La Crosse (March 18-20).  As always provide updates to the group via calls and the 

Newsletter, but most of all introduce someone to the River! 

 

 

 

Kevin Irons 
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This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee but 

does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or comments 

regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue, Onalaska, 

Wisconsin 54650.  Phone: (608) 783-8432.  E-mail Coordinator at umrcc@mississippi-

river.com.  Visit our website at  http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 
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River Resource News  
  

To Catch an Invert – What is the Best Method?? 
 

Sent in by Will Bouchard - MPCA 

  

The objective of this study is to compare 

existing Hester-Dendy (HD) and EMAP 

kick net (KN) sampling methods for 

collecting macroinvertebrates on the 

Upper Mississippi River (UMR).  This 

work will be used to determine whether 

HD, KN, or combined (HD+KN) 

samples are a better measure of 

macroinvertebrate biological condition 

to support assessment of aquatic life uses 

on the UMR.  This includes both an 

assessment of the sensitivity to stress of 

these methods as well as their relative 

effort (deployment, processing costs, 

recovery rates, etc.) to determine which 

is sufficient for monitoring biological 

condition on the UMR.  

 

 
 

The study design includes 28 UMR sites 

from the Twin Cities to Lock and Dam 

6.  This section of the river was selected 

to encompass the range of biological 

condition observed on the UMR and to 

be logistically feasible for the three 

agencies involved with sampling.   

 

 
 

An additional ~40 sites on the 

Minnesota, Chippewa , Wisconsin, and 

Black rivers and the UMR above the 

Twin Cities were sampled to provide 

regional references for biological 

condition.  Field work was performed in 

August and September of 2013 by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(MPCA), Wisconsin DNR (WI DNR), 

and Metropolitan Council - 

Environmental Services (MCES). 

 Sampling consisted of deployment of 

HDs in August and the retrieval of the 

HDs and the collection of KNs in 

September.  During both visits, a suite of 

water chemistry parameters were 

measured and during the September 

visit, macroinvertebrate habitat was 

assessed qualitatively. During fieldwork, 

two HDs were lost which when 

including duplicates is a 95% retrieval 

rate for UMR stations.  

Macroinvertebrate samples will be 

processed over the winter and in the 

spring analysis of these data will begin.  

A draft report is planned for the end of 

2014.  



2013 River Stewards Honored on December 5th

Sent in by Dan McGuiness 

 

On Thursday, December 5, Saint Paul 

Riverfront Corporation will hosted its 

annual River Stewards Recognition 

Luncheon, where individuals or 

organizations are recognized for 

uniquely contributing to the vision of 

transforming Saint Paul into a thriving 

urban community on the Mississippi 

River. River Stewards come from many 

walks of life—government, private 

sector, career employees, or 

volunteers—but they share one thing in 

common: a long term commitment of 

time and talent to improve the health and 

vitality of the Mississippi River. This 

year’s honorees include Upper River 

Services, Peggy Lynch and former Saint 

Paul Mayor George Latimer.  

 

Peggy Lynch 

 

 

 

Upper River Services is a river operation 

located on the banks of the Mississippi 

River in Saint Paul that has provided 

quality services to the inland marine 

transportation industry in a safe, 

environmentally sound, and efficient 

manner since 1984. URS has been a 

responsive go-to organization to support 

many non-profits in bringing people to 

the river, whether for paddling events, 

river clean-ups, or fireworks shows, as 

well as during times of need, such as the 

recent flooding when URS lent its hands 

and equipment to help minimize damage 

to Harriet Island. Staff from URS has 

been active participants in river planning 

activities for the past 20 years, 

contributing their unique insights about 

the river and preparing their own 

organization to accommodate changes in 

river usage. 

Peggy Lynch was a steadfast advocate 

for public access, trails, and parks 

resources for the riverfront. During her 

28 years in this capacity, this recently 

retired executive director of Friends of 

Parks and Trails of Saint Paul and 

Ramsey County attended countless 

community meetings, public hearings, 

and design workshops to ensure that 

public access was at the forefront of 

every decision for riverfront 

improvements. Early on, one of the most 

important projects she helped 

accomplish was having both the City of 

St. Paul and Ramsey County adopt “no 

net loss of parkland” ordinances.  

 

 



 4 

These actions built a system to preserve 

and add parkland for public use. Her 

efforts contributed to the development of 

the Sam Morgan Trail, parkland 

dedication standards, and a bike and 

pedestrian trail on the 35E bridge over 

the Mississippi River.  

 

Mayor George Latimer began what has 

become a 30-year commitment to 

reconnecting Saint Paul to the 

Mississippi River when he established 

the Riverfront Development 

Commission (RDC). The RDC evolved 

in to what we now know as the Saint 

Paul Riverfront Corporation.  

 

 

 
 

Latimer’s influence extended beyond 

establishing the Commission. Following 

his tenure as Mayor, he served as a 

member of the Riverfront Corporation’s 

board of Directors for six years, helping 

to recruit talented staff and consultants. 

As a faculty member at Macalester 

College in the urban studies program, 

Latimer regularly used the Mississippi 

River environs as a classroom for his 

students to learn about city development 

strategies. 

 

 

 

George Latimer 
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USFWS Conducts Research on Lead Exposure in Bald Eagles 
 

Sent in by Ed Britton - FWS

 

Researchers with U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service began a study in 2012 on lead 

exposure in bald eagles that occur on 

Upper Mississippi River National 

Wildlife and Fish Refuge (Refuge) and 

along the Upper Mississippi River 

corridor. Thousands of bald eagles 

winter and hundreds of eagles nest on 

the Refuge. Fifty-eight bald eagles that 

were found dead were necropsied and 

livers were analyzed for lead by U.S. 

Geological Survey’s National Wildlife 

Health Center. Most of these eagles 

came from Iowa, a few from Wisconsin, 

and one from Minnesota. Sixty percent 

of the eagles had detectable 

concentrations of lead and 38% had 

concentrations within the lethal range for 

lead poisoning.  

 

The high percentage of liver lead 

concentrations prompted an 

investigation into the potential sources 

of lead in the environment with a 

specific focus on lead ammunition used 

in deer hunting. The Refuge extends 261 

miles through the states of MN, WI, IA 

and IL with over 200,000 acres open to 

public hunting. Non-lead shot 

ammunition is required on the Refuge 

but does not include monolithic bullets 

used for deer, squirrel and non-game 

(e.g., fox, coyote, woodchuck). 

Thousands of hunters participate 

annually in these activities and most use 

lead ammunition.  

 

Bald eagles rely on carrion as a primary 

food source in winter, especially deer 

carcasses and offal (gut piles) left in the 

field by hunters. During the 2012-13 

hunting seasons, over 640,000 deer were  

 
58 bald eagles were necropsied and   

38% had lethal range for lead 

poisoning.   USFWS 

 

harvested with firearms in the states of 

MN, WI, IA and IL. Lead bullets were 

used by many hunters and often 

fragment inside a deer, especially when 

bone is hit.     

 

A voluntary non-lead ammunition 

program was implemented during the 

2012 managed deer hunts at the 

Refuge’s Lost Mound Unit in northwest 

Illinois and 31 white-tailed deer were 

harvested.  Offal piles from the deer shot 

with lead ammunition were collected 

and radiographed.  The radiographs 

show that 39% of the offal piles, which 

would have been discarded on the 

Refuge, contained lead fragments 

ranging from 1-107 particles per offal 

specimen.  

 

Bald eagles were routinely observed 

circling above the hunt area. Road-killed 

deer and offal piles were placed at Lost 

Mound to simulate fatally wounded but 

not retrieved deer and offal piles left on 

the landscape.  
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Motion sensor cameras documented that 

bald eagles quickly find and feed on 

these deer carcasses/parts even in 

wooded areas.  

 

 
X-ray of deer gut pile showing copper 

jacketed/lead core muzzleloader bullet 

that fragmented into 107 lead particles. 

USFWS 

 

The results of this study indicate that: 

lead is available to bald eagles on the 

Refuge landscape and along the Upper 

Mississippi River corridor; a high 

proportion of bald eagles found dead had 

liver lead concentrations and clinical 

signs consistent with lead poisoning and; 

lead ammunition used in deer hunting is 

a pathway for lead exposure in bald 

eagles. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service has implemented a broad 

outreach campaign to encourage hunters 

to use non-lead ammunition, especially 

for deer hunting. 

 

An additional 100 dead bald eagles are 

currently being necropsied and liver lead 

analysis conducted at the National 

Wildlife Health Center in this continuing 

research study. Most of these eagles 

were collected in Wisconsin with the 

remainder from Illinois and Iowa.   
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Living Lands & Waters’ Chad Pregracke  

Named CNN Hero of the Year!  
 

Sent in by Gretchen Benjamin - TNC 
 

Chad Pregracke, founder of the non-profit organization Living Lands & Waters that 

cleans up the Mississippi River and other U.S. waterways, was named the 2013 CNN 

Hero of the Year.  Over the past 15 years, Pregracke and his volunteers have collected 

more than 7 million pounds of garbage from the rivers.  For nine months of the year, he 

and his 12-person crew live on a boat/barge. In addition to the river cleanup efforts, he 

has launched a floating classroom barge to educate high school students and teachers 

about the damage of pollution to river ecosystems. In 2007, Living Lands & Waters also 

began a program to plant one million trees along river shorelines to “protect and restore 

the natural environment.”   They are currently half-way to that goal. 

   

CNN Heroes – “everyday people doing extraordinary things to help change the world” –

included a five-week public vote on CNN.com.  Living Lands & Waters will receive 

$250,000, plus each of the top 10 heroes will receive $50,000.  Pregracke has pledged to 

give some of his Hero of the Year money to the rest of the top 10 CNN Heroes.  "I've met 

so many great people today, the other Heroes, and I'm really moved by all their stories 

and all the things they do around the world. ... I'm going to give 10 grand to each of them, 

because they're awesome," he said. 

Congratulations to Chad and Living Lands & Waters! 

 



Coordinator Comments  

 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars for 

March 18-20, 2014 – 

UMRCC 70
th

 Annual 

Meeting in La Crosse, WI. 
 

The Fall UMRCC Meetings Attendance 

was impacted by the government shut 

down.  Four sections held meetings this 

Fall, Fish, Mussels, Wildlife and Water 

Quality all meet but only Water Quality 

was scheduled prior to the Federal 

Government shut down.  Chair Louise 

Hotka put together a very interesting 

agenda for the Water Quality Section 

which met in Muscatine in late 

September.  John Sullivan canoed to the 

meeting on his way to New Orleans.  

The group recognized John for his 

leadership and contributions to the 

UMRCC.   Ken Johnson discussed two 

reports from the Twin Cities area.  

Bernie Schonhoff gave a presentation on 

the history of the Fish 

Hatchery/Research Station which 

highlighted the importance of the mussel 

industry.  John Olson updated the group 

on the Water Quality Monitoring Frame   

Work.   

Reports from the Fish, Mussel and 

Wildlife groups were that the meeting 

numbers were low due to the absence to 

Federal members.  The meeting was 

however productive and interesting for 

all who attended.   Many of the Fishery 

folks enjoyed the Lock & Dam 19 tour 

and the Asian Carp topic was central too 

much of the discussion.  The Wildlife 

group toured an upland prairie project 

while discussions focused on CWD, 

migrating waterfowl, and vegetation 

monitoring.  A recommendation to 

request funds for data entry work was 

encouraged and the group would also 

like to pursue funding for data analysis 

work concerning the vegetation data.  

 

On the Executive Board conference call 

we learned that both Minnesota and 

Missouri have new Fish Chiefs.  Don 

Pereira will serve in Minnesota and 

Missouri will have Brian Canaday as 

their new Chief.  Congrats to both Don 

and Brian and best of luck with the many 

challenges of your new position.  We 

look forward to working with you. 

 

 
John Sullivan - WDNR 

 



Congressional Action Related to the Upper Mississippi River 
 

 

 
 
Climate Change 
 

Bill # S. 332, Bernard Sanders (VT) 
To address climate disruptions, reduce 
carbon pollution, enhance the use of clean 
energy, and promote resilience in the 
infrastructure of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 
 
 

Bill # H.R.765, Lois Capps (CA) 
To authorize the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
establish a program of awarding grants to 
owners or operators of water systems to 
increase resiliency or adaptability of the 
systems to any ongoing or forecasted 
changes to the hydrologic conditions of a 
region of the United States.  
 
Conservation 
 
Bill # H.R.875, James Sensenbrenner (WI) 
To provide for a comprehensive assessment 
of the scientific and technical research on 
the implications of the use of mid-level 
ethanol blends, and for other purposes. 
 
Bill # H.R. 916, Ron Kind (WI) 
To improve Federal land management, 
resource conservation, environmental 
protection, and use of Federal real property, 
by requiring the Secretary of the Interior to 
develop a multipurpose cadastre of Federal 
real property and identifying inaccurate, 
duplicate, and out-of-date Federal land 
inventories, and for other purposes.  
 
 

 
Endangered Species 
 
Bill # H.R.576, Steve Stockman (TX) 
Requires the Secretary of the Interior to 
reissue the final rule published on 
September 2, 2005, which allows for the 
taking, export or re-import, delivery, receipt, 
carrying, and transport, shipment, or sale in 
interstate or foreign commerce, in the 
course of a commercial activity, of U.S. 
captive-bred live scimitar-horned oryx, 
addax, or dama gazelle, including embryos, 
gametes, and sport-hunted trophies, as long 
as certain criteria are met, including that the 
purpose of such activity is associated with 
the management or transfer of live wildlife or 
sport hunting in a manner that contributes to 
increasing or sustaining captive numbers or 
to potential reintroduction to range countries. 
 
Bill # H.R.1175, Dianne Feinstein (CA) 
To require the Secretary of the Treasury to 
establish a program to provide loans and 
loan guarantees to enable eligible public 
entities to acquire interests in real property 
that are in compliance with habitat 
conservation plans approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, and for 
other purposes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=186
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11305
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Invasive Species 
  
Bill # H.R.358, Betty McCollum (MN)  
To direct the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, in coordination with the Army Corps 
of Engineers, the National Park Service, and 
the United States Geological Survey, to lead 
a multiagency effort to slow the spread of 
Asian Carp in the Upper Mississippi and 
Ohio River basins and tributaries, and for 
other purposes.  
 
Bill # H.R.709, Keith Ellison (MN) 
To authorize the Secretary of the Army to 
take actions to manage the threat of Asian 
carp traveling up the Mississippi River in the 
State of Minnesota, and for other purposes.  
 
Bill # H.R. 996, Louise Slaughter (NY) 
To establish an improved regulatory process 
for injurious wildlife to prevent the 
introduction and establishment in the United 
States of nonnative wildlife and wild animal 
pathogens and parasites that are likely to 
cause harm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Resources  

Bill # S.565, Richard Durbin (IL) 
Directs the Chief of Engineers to carry out a 
study of the Mississippi River Basin to: (1) 
improve the coordinated and comprehensive 
management of water resource projects in 
the greater Mississippi River Basin relating 
to extreme weather conditions, and (2) 
evaluate the feasibility of modifications to 
those projects and develop new projects to 
improve the reliability of navigation and 
more effectively reduce flood risk. 

Bill # S.601, Barbara Boxer (CA) 
Bill # H.R 3080, Bill Shuster (PA) 
To provide for improvements to the rivers 
and harbors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, and for other 
purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=11637
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=433
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/?id=133600
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CALENDAR  
 

Meetings, Conferences and Events 
 

 

Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 

January 26-29, 2014 

Kansas City, MO 

 

UMRBA Meeting 

February 25 & 26, 2014 

Quad Cities 

 

 

 

UMRCC 70
th

 Annual Meeting  

March 18-20, 2014 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 

UMRBA Meeting 

May 12 & 13, 2014 

St. Louis, MO 

 

 

 

See www.big-river.com/br.calendar.html for additional interesting events on the UMR! 
 

 

Training/Workshops  

 

Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society 2014 Workshop 

Mussel Studies and Regulatory Process Associated with Dam Removals 

April 24 & 25, 2014 in Portland, Maine 

http://molluskconservation.org/Events.html 

 

Check out the FWS National Training Centers Web Site at training.fws.gov 

  

Coordinators Quiz    

The Summer Newsletter quiz question was: What is the host fish for the Butterfly 

Mussel?  Answer – Freshwater Drum  sent in by Marion Havlik. 

 

The Quiz Question for the Fall Newsletter is –  Who was the first person to sign the 

original Agreement of Organization for the Upper Mississippi River Conservation 

Survey Committee?  (Currently known as UMRCC)  The first correct answer emailed 

to Scott_yess@fws.gov will receive a $10 gift certificate.   
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UMRCC Chair 

Kevin Irons – Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL  

 

Executive Board 

Ron Benjamin – Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Martin Konrad – Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Janet Sternburg – Missouri Delegate - Missouri DOC - Jefferson City, MO 

Brad Parsons – Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR – St. Paul, MN 

Bernie Schonhoff – Secretary/Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Travis Moore – Fish Section Chair - Missouri DOC – Hannibal, MO  

Megan Moore – Wildlife Section Chair - Minnesota DNR – Lake City, MN 

Louise Hotka – Water Quality Section Chair – Minnesota PCA – St. Paul, MN  

Tyler Strelow – Law Enforcement Section Chair - Wisconsin DNR – La Crosse, WI 

Cindy Samples – OREIT (Recreation) Section Chair – FWS - Winona, MN 

Rich Lewis – Mussel Section Chair – Illinois DNR – Springfield, IL 

Kevin Foerster – Refuge Observer - Fish & Wildlife Service - Winona, MN 

Scott Yess – Coordinator - Fish & Wildlife Service - La Crosse, WI 

 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 

with the goal to:  “Promote the preservation and wise utilization of the natural and 

recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, plans 

and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

 

 
 

Send comments and items for future editions to: 
UMRCC Coordinator - Scott Yess 

scott_yess@fws.gov 
Phone: 608/783-8432 


