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Summer 2016 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee 
(UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or 
comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue,  
Onalaska, WI 54650. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (umrcc@mississippi-river.com) 
or phone (608.783.8432) and visit our website at http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 

Chairperson’s Letter 
Hello Fellow River Rats! 

 

I am going to step away from focusing on the Mississippi River and its resources and mention an initiative that I 

think you will find interesting.  In an effort to increase funding for fish and wildlife resources, for the last year 

or so a small group has been working on an initiative called the Blue Ribbon Panel.  According to the             

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) the new initiative will …”reimagine a 21st century model of 

funding conservation that bridges the funding gap between game and nongame species.”  The goal of the effort is 

to seek dedicated funding from Congress that, much like the Sportfish and Wildlife Restoration Funds, will be 

used to complement the other federal funding sources to address all fish and wildlife.  The effort moved forward 

in a public-private partnership and recommendations have been proposed to Congress.  Members of the panel             

represented a variety of groups, including outdoor equipment businesses, conservation organizations,       

sportsmen groups and the energy industry, and AFWA.  Please visit  http://fishwildlife.org/?

section=blueribbonpanel for more information. 

 

Because of the Panel’s recommendations, on July 6, 2016, Congress introduced a bipartisan bill (see H.R. #5650 

on page 9 or visit http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/congress-introduces-bipartisan-bill-to-

enhance-state-conservation-efforts) that if made in to law, will send $1.3 billion to the Wildlife Conservation 

Restoration Program from existing oil and gas royalties.  These funds would provide a huge benefit to           

conserving fish and wildlife resources and making sure we have sustainable fish and wildlife populations for 

future generations. 

 

I encourage you to be aware of this initiative and think about how it could provide long-term benefit.  I have 

heard some fish and wildlife biologists express concern about the additional funds because the funds would   

require also meeting the needs and interests of people who do not hunt, trap and/or fish.  We have worked to 

meet the interests of all Missourians for years, as I know others have as well, and it can be done without         

reducing the importance of the first conservationists.  By also serving the broader population, we can only     

increase support for improving fish and wildlife habitat and what we do.  I think this is necessary as we move 

through this century.  Agencies must be meaningful to all, or not be surprised by the outcome. 

 

Enough for my soapbox.   Have a great summer and stay safe! 

 

Janet Sternburg 

Chairperson 

mailto:umrcc@mississippi-river.com
http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc
http://fishwildlife.org/?section=blueribbonpanel
http://fishwildlife.org/?section=blueribbonpanel
http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/congress-introduces-bipartisan-bill-to-enhance-state-conservation-efforts
http://www.ducks.org/conservation/public-policy/congress-introduces-bipartisan-bill-to-enhance-state-conservation-efforts
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Following up on the banded killifish captured at Nauvoo Flats in 

2013, Eli Lampo and I deployed nine mini-fyke nets in the heavy 

vegetated areas in the flats.  We captured a total of 751 banded 

killifish (15-44 mm), with multiple individuals collected from 

each net.  We collected one additional individual from Grape   

Island backwater in Pool 19 using a single mini-fyke.  Also in 

2015, Butch Atwood seined seven more individuals in Pool 24 in 

the Lock and Dam 22 tail-waters and Eric Ratcliff (INHS) and 

colleagues collected one individual in a contiguous backwater near 

West Alton, Missouri, during routine electrofishing as part of the 

UMR LTRMP element.  This is the first collection of a banded 

killifish as part of this program and represents the farthest     

southern occurrence documented in the Mississippi River. 

Finally, in April 2016, my fisheries techniques class and I        

captured two large adult banded killifish (83 and 85 mm) along a 

riprap bank on the Illinois shoreline just downstream of Lock and 

Dam 19 in Pool 20 near Hamilton, Illinois. 

Pool 19 populations can be attributed to the large amount of  

aquatic vegetation in the lower 20 miles (impounded portion) of  

By Dr. Jim Lamer, Kibbe Field Station, Western Illinois University 

Banded Killifish in the Upper Mississippi River
 

River Resource News 

Banded killifish captures 

have been reported from 

several locations in   

Illinois, Iowa, and        

Missouri in the Upper       

Mississippi River (UMR) 

from 2012-2016.   

Although these isolated captures 

indicate a rise in the occur-

rence of banded killifish 

in the Mississippi River,  

it wasn’t until 2015 that we 

found evidence of a potential 

established population. 

This topminnow species is listed as threatened in Illinois,     

imperiled in Iowa, and has not previously been recorded in  

Missouri waters.  Records prior to 2012, throughout the       

Mississippi River Basin, restrict their known-range to vegetated 

habitats associated with the Great Lakes and tributaries and  

inland lakes of the Missouri River, with no occurrences        

recorded from the Mississippi River. 

In 2012, Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IL DNR) 

biologist Karen Rivera and colleagues collected two banded 

killifish from Mill Creek, a small stream with aquatic vegetation 

off of the Rock River near the Rock River-Mississippi River   

confluence in Pool 16 (28 and 32 mm).  Besides records in the 

northeast corner of the state (lakes and Illinois River drainage), 

this was the first Mississippi River record from Illinois. 

In 2013, seven more individuals were collected by Jeremy    

Tiemann (Illinois Natural History Survey - INHS) in Coon 

Creek, which is also a tributary of the Rock River.  Also, in 

2013, I collected five individuals of various sizes using a bag 

seine with my Mississippi River Ecology class in Nauvoo Flats 

in Pool 19, just south of Nauvoo, Illinois.  This area has little to 

no flow and an abundance of submersed and rooted-floating 

aquatic vegetation.  Later in 2013, one small individual was 

collected in Pool 20 using Long Term Resource Monitoring 

Program (LTRMP) standardized electrofishing off the head of 

Mud Island. 

In 2014, one individual (38 mm) was collected using a 20-foot 

bag seine by Butch Atwood (IL DNR) and colleagues at the 

municipal ramp in Louisiana, Missouri (Pool 24).  Eli Lampo, a 

Western Illinois University graduate student, collected two   

additional individuals using tandem mini-fykes in vegetated 

areas of lower Pool 19 and myself, Western Illinois University 

graduate student Cory Anderson (now with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service in Wilmington, Illinois), and Rebekah Haun 

(now with the INHS in Yorkville, Illinois) collected two       

individuals (28 and 35 mm) in Pool 20, on the Illinois shore just 

upstream of Lock and Dam 20 near Meyer, Illinois, during  

main-channel border, pulsed DC electrofishing as part of the 

Illinois long-term electrofishing monitoring project. 

the pool.  However, the vegetated habitats that are typically       

considered habitat for this species are very scarce in the remainder 

of the Mississippi River below Lock and Dam 19. The abundance 

of individuals found in Pool 19 may serve as a source for some of 

the Pool 20 and possibly Pool 24 and Pool 26 fish. 

Detections and frequencies of capture for banded 

killifish since 2012 indicate not only the presence 

of this species in the Upper Mississippi River,  

but the possible growth of resident populations.  

A banded killifish captured in Pool 20 of the UMR. 

J. Lamer 

J. Lamer 

UMR Pool 19 

     Eric Ratcliff, Illinois Natural History Survey & Karen Rivera, Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
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River Resource News 

New President/CEO at Dubuque River Museum & Aquarium
 

Dubuque, Iowa – April 27, 2016 –  Dr. Robert (Bert) Davis, has 

accepted the position of President & CEO of the Dubuque County 

Historical Society (DCHS) and the National Mississipi River    

Museum & Aquarium (NMRM&A).  His first day will be June 6, 

2016. 

“We are very excited to have an individual of Dr. Davis's          

credentials and experiences joining our team,” said Mike Donohue, 

DCHS/NMRM&A Board Chair. 

“I welcome Dr. Bert Davis as the new leader of the National     

Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium and Dubuque County  

Historical Society.  He brings a wealth of knowledge and          

experience and, under his guidance, the Museum & Aquarium will 

continue to play a vital role in the future of this community, 

the Mississippi River, and the Rivers of America,” said Jerry 

Enzler, DCHS/NMRM&A founder 

and outgoing CEO. 

Dr. Davis has demonstrated strong 

leadership performance with a   

variety of zoological organizations, 

including leadership roles with both 

the Association of Zoos &     

Aquariums (AZA) and the      

American Alliance of Museums 

(AAM).  He has been highly     

involved within his communities, 

taking on leadership roles in      

diversity efforts in Washington, 

D.C., Atlanta, Milwaukee, and  

Chicago.  He also brings a robust 

record of fundraising and            

developing leadership within an 

organization. 

Dr. Davis served the last 10 years 

as the President & CEO of the 

Zoological Society of Milwaukee.  

Davis has also served as vice-president of education at Chicago’s 

Lincoln Park Zoo, and director of education and external affairs at 

Zoo Atlanta.  Additionally, Davis has been a: lecturer at City    

Colleges of Chicago; supervisory veterinary medical officer at the          

Smithsonian Institution’s National Zoological Park/ Department of 

Animal Health; and a Smithsonian faculty fellowship recipient, 

Smithsonian Institution’s National Zoological Park/Department of 

Animal Health/ Reproductive Physiology Program.   

“I am excited to begin serving as leader of this foremost     

museum and aquarium highlighting the importance of the  

Mississippi River.  We are poised to strike a keen balance of 

promulgating the cultural and economic value of our nation’s 

most valued waterway, along with the necessity to further  

understand and preserve the history, flora and fauna of the 

Mississippi.  This is an uncanny opportunity and I must thank 

Jerry Enzler for his nearly 40 years as the founder and CEO … 

he has done an extraordinary job and I am honored to take the 

baton from him,” said Dr. Davis. 

Dr. Bert, as he is affectionately called, has served on numerous 

committees for AZA; he was the Chair of the Diversity    

Committee and was elected to the national Ethics Board.  He 

was also a member and instructor of the team that created the 

AZA Best Practices in Animal 

Keeping course.  He currently is 

a member of national AAM 

Board of Directors.  He         

previously served as the Chair of 

the Diversity Committee of 

AAM as well. 

Dr. Davis holds a Doctor of  

Veterinary Medicine, and a 

Bachelor of Science in Animal 

and Poultry Sciences with a  

minor in Biology, all from 

Tuskegee Institute and          

University in Alabama. 

Dr. Davis and his wife Nancy 

are looking forward to making 

Dubuque, Iowa, “The            

Masterpiece on Mississippi” 

their home.  In his leisure time 

he enjoys golf, reading,          

educational transformation,  

tennis, cigars, and fine bourbons. 

For more information on the Dubuque County Historical    

Society and the National Mississippi River Museum &    

Aquarium, call 563-557-9545, visit www.rivermuseum.com, 

“like” us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/rivermuseum, or 

follow us on Twitter @rivermuseum. 

By John Sutter, National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium 

Dr. Bert Davis (left) and Jerry Enzler (right), the incoming 

and outgoing Chief Executive Officers of the Dubuque 

County Historical Society and the National Mississippi 

River Museum & Aquarium in Dubuque, Iowa. 

DCHS/NMRM&A 

http://www.rivermuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/rivermuseum
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River Resource News 

Adaptive Management of Environmental Pool Management
 

By Gretchen Benjamin, The Nature Conservancy 

Since 1994, the St. Louis District (MVS) of the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (USACE) has implemented Environmental 

Pool Management (EPM) in Pools 24-26 when hydrologic    

conditions allow.  MVS water control follows the spring flows 

as they typically fall and operates water levels at reduced pool 

for 30-40 days to provide exposed mudflats for optimum      

conditions for aquatic plant growth.  Timing of pool reduction 

and level of reduction varied from year to year but a simple  

average of the 20 years provides a glimpse of what the changes 

have meant to pool management: 

• Pool 24 was operated at reduced levels for 41 days, about         

1 foot in 14 out of 20 years; 

• Pool 25 was operated at reduced levels for 46 days, about     

1.5 feet in16 out of 20 years; 

• Pool 26 was operated at reduced levels for 46 days, about        

1 foot in 18 out of 20 years. 

As you can see, hydrologic conditions were met in most years 

and typically at least one of the pools could remain below full 

pool for the recommended timeframe.  This practice produced 

annual aquatic plants and seed production every year that      

hydrologic conditions were favorable.  From 1999 to 2001, 

James Garvey and students studied these initial changes to pool 

operations from an adaptive management perspective with a 

primary objective to monitor the biotic responses to drawdown 

regimes in Pool 25.  This was done to provide insight into how 

EPM can be implemented to maximize ecosystem benefits.  

Each year provided different conditions and different aquatic 

response: 1999 was a relatively significant drawdown with   

exceptional aquatic plant and seed production; 2000 water levels 

reductions were short in duration and aquatic vegetation was 

almost non-existent; 2001 reduction was more moderate than the 

other two years and provided aquatic plant production with seed 

production that surprisingly matched production of 1999.      

Waterfowl and other waterbirds responded to increased seed 

production by increasing use of the area during migration.   

Fisheries did not show negative impacts from water levels 

changes and minnows, forage fish and young-of-year fishes 

were associated with new vegetation (Garvey et al. 2003).    

High summer flow created unique hydrologic conditions in 2014 

requiring operations of Pool 26, at least 1-foot below full pool 

for 95 days (80 days at 2 feet below full pool).  Pools 24 and 25 

were in open-river most of the summer due to higher flows 

which effectively eliminated EPM for the entire growing season.  

                                                       

Interestingly, USACE biologists at Riverlands Migratory Bird  

Sanctuary observed increased abundance and diversity of aquatic 

plants in Pool 26 during this event along with a shift from        

primarily moist soil plants to a mix of annual and perennial aquatic 

plants.  These observations generated interest with river managers 

wondering if extending EPM from the 30 – 45 days to 90 or more 

days during the growing season could improve abundance and 

diversity of aquatic plant response and secondary ecological     

benefits. 

Early in 2015, after informal and formal discussions between MVS 

and river managers, a decision was made to attempt EPM         

operations for 90 days or more if hydrologic conditions provided 

the opportunity.  MVS original 1994 objectives for EPM were to: 

provide a safe and dependable navigation channel; operate the 

pools below full pool for at least 30 days with a 0.5-foot reduction;  

implement during the time window of 1 May to 30 July and return 

to full pool at a rate of 0.1 to 0.2 foot per day. This change      

modified the second objective to attempt to operate below full pool 

for 90 or more days. 

The summer of 2015 was the first attempt to change EPM        

operations, beginning in mid-April.  An increase in flow around 

mid-June interrupted continuous reduction in all three pools but 

the Corps did return to EPM levels after the flood waters receded.  

Due to the height of the flood and duration, most plant growth was 

lost during inundation.  However, the growth after the flood     

produced a similar vegetative response and continued until water 

levels were brought back up to full pool by 1 October 2015. 

Following the hydrologic complications of 2015, the partners   

reassessed EPM operations going forward and decided to attempt 

this new operational strategy for four years.  With the unknowns of 

hydrological conditions, the four-year timeframe should provide 

two to three years of desired hydrologic conditions and optimally 

occur in two consecutive growing seasons, which has been shown 

through the St. Paul District drawdown demonstrations to increase 

the vigor and persistence of perennial aquatic plants. 

Fast forward to July 2016 and the hydrologic conditions have been 

almost perfect this year for EPM.  Pool 24 has been reduced 1 foot 

for 67 days (using a 1 May start date), Pool 25 has been reduced 

2.5 feet for 67 days, and Pool 26 has been reduced 2 feet for 67 

days. 

Corps wildlife biologists, Ben McGuire and Charlie Deutsch, are 

finding that the vegetation response has been optimal this growing 

season.  Initial vegetation surveys conducted ...  

David Busse and Benjamin McGuire, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - St. Louis District 

Continued on Page 5 

http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=fiaq_reports&sei-redir=1&referer=http%3A%2F%2Fscholar.google.com%2Fscholar%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3DGarvey%252C%2BJames%2BE.%253B%2BDugger%252C%2BBruce%2BD.%253B%2BWhiles%252C%2BMatt%2Br.%253B%2BA
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River Resource News 

Continued from Page 4 

in early June revealed a high abundance of favorable native  

species growing in backwater areas exposed by the reduced  

water levels.  These species, such as smartweed (Polygonum 

spp.), millet (Echinochloa spp.), rice cutgrass (Leersia          

oryzoides), and sedges (Carex spp. and Cyperus spp.) provide an 

excellent food source for migrating waterfowl as well as provide 

habitat for a host of 

other fish, wildlife, 

and invertebrate     

species.  In addition, 

perennial species such 

as lotus (Nelumbo  

lutea), and arrowhead 

(Sagittaria latifolia) 

have been observed in 

several of the survey 

areas. These species 

were common         

historically but have 

been lacking in the 

river ecosystem in 

recent decades. 

Anecdotal               

observations indicate 

that there has been a 

resurgence in willow 

tree (Salix spp.)   

establishment around 

the peripheries of backwater and main channel areas throughout 

the three pools.  The establishment of willow throughout the 

pools adds to the overall forest community diversity and      

complexity and provides an early successional forest habitat that 

is limited throughout the Upper Mississippi River. 

Later this summer additional vegetation sampling will be      

conducted using protocols from the Integrated     Waterbird 

Management and Monitoring Program and Long Term Resource 

Monitoring Program.  Sampling will occur at peak biomass to 

help quantify the aquatic plant response resulting from EPM. 

There was also an additional unexpected find this growing    

season.  While conducting the initial vegetation surveys, two 

adult federally endangered least terns (Sterna antillarum) were 

encountered displaying mating courtship behavior in Pool 24.  A 

week later, a confirmed nest was found on an exposed sandbar 

in the same area. The least tern historically nested as far as Iowa 

along the Mississippi River but has only been documented   

nesting as far upstream as St. Charles County, Missouri since its 

endangered listing in 1985.  

There have been some concerns raised by the recreating public 

about Pool 26 water levels but water levels were brought up for the 

4th of July weekend to address these concerns.  There have not 

been concerns raised in Pools 24 and 25.  Fisheries managers have 

expressed concern about returning water to the re-vegetated areas 

so that the fisheries advantages can be realized.  These concerns 

will be factored into 

the adaptive decisions 

that will be made by 

the partnership as we 

continue with the four-

year demonstration.  

We are always looking 

for feedback on   

weekly calls held to 

keep everyone        

informed of the current 

progress of EPM.  

We expect to show this 

new operational     

strategy will provide 

the continued         

development of 

"wetland" edge along 

these pools with    

increased seed      

production associated 

with annual plants, tuber and sturdy plant mass of the perennial 

plants and increased forest community diversity.  As reestablished 

plant stands regain their vigor, additional options for water level 

management can be incorporated for other aquatic communities, 

including fish that would benefit from flooded aquatic plants for 

spawning and young fish habitat.  Aquatic plants are the most  

visual outcome of this ecological shift, which reestablish valuable 

fish, wildlife, and   invertebrate habitat.  Not as obvious are the 

benefits for natural bank stabilization, nutrient cycling, and sifts 

sediment from the water column.  Conservative estimate indicate 

this change provides habitat benefits to a minimum of 3000 acres 

but this number is likely much higher.  We expect to get an      

improved estimate of acreage during leaf off conditions this fall 

and winter.  All these realized and potential benefits and the 

USACE – MVS notes this practice does not  

add additional cost to operations.  

Alton Lake, June 9, 2016.  This plant growth documents 85 days of below full-

pool operations , including 40 days during the growing season (1 May start).  

Garvey, J. E., Dugger, B.D., Whiles, M.R.., Adams, S.R., Flinn, 

M.B.; Burr, B.M., and Sheehan, R.J.  “Responses of fishes,        

waterbirds, invertebrates, vegetation, and water quality to          

environmental pool management: Mississippi River Pool 25.” 

Report 4-2003. Fisheries and Aquaculture Center, Southern 

Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois. 

USACOE 

http://www.msn.com/?ocid=iehp
http://www.msn.com/?ocid=iehp
http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/ltrmp.html
http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/ltrmp.html
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I would like to extend, from my family and I, a most sincere 

thanks to everyone who attended my father's memorial service 

and/or contributed to his memorial fund.  The amount of support 

shown towards us throughout this whole ordeal far surpassed 

what we would have ever imagined.  We in the family all knew 

my father was well liked amongst his colleagues and work      

circles, but we did not realize just how close knit and supportive 

this circle of friends of his are.  

On April 30th we buried a good portion of 

my father's remains in Briscoe, Missouri, 

under a shade tree over-looking the Cuivre 

River at my mother's family cemetery 

along with some essentials:  

• Pack rod and reel  

• Berkley chigger craws 

• Spinner baits 

• Some spare 10 lbs test 

• His harmonica 

• Some specially brewed "River Rat" beer (maybe for a UMRCC 

meeting, it was amongst his things from his work office) 

• A brand new bottle of single malt scotch. 

 Kudos 

By Aaron Schonhoff and Family 

As his passing came as a shock to 

us all, our grieving process has 

progressed at a rather slow pace 

and will likely continue in that 

manner. We have plans to take 

our father on a few last           

adventures. The annual family 

vacation to Lake Belle Taine MN 

is next week (mid-July) where we 

will scatter some of his ashes.    

Unfortunately, the Brother's vs. Bernard’s fishing tournament 

will be a mano a mano affair between my brothers John and  

Bryan this year as I accepted and started a new job in Denver 

recently and will be unable to attend.  There are also plans to 

scatter his ashes at his favorite beach on Culebra and to send him 

down the entire length of the Nile when we are in Africa for the 

traditional wedding ceremony for my wife and I. 

As I had taken the reigns of getting a memorial underway at 

West Lake in Scott County, Iowa, shortly before things began       

happening with my new job, very little headway has been made 

on that front.  I hope to have some more concrete news to share 

with you all on that before too long.  

Again, thank you all for your tremendous support. 

Bernie Schonhoff 

Friends and Colleagues of Bernie Schonhoff
 

Calendar 

High School Student Environmental Conference                                                                                                              

September 22-23, 2016                                                                             

National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium - Dubuque, Iowa 

 Learn impacts of land-use practices on environmental quality  

 Explore farm, watershed, and Mississippi River interactions on guided field trips  

 $50/person fee includes materials, field trips, meals & overnight lodging at Museum  

 Applications available at Museum or by calling 563-557-9545 , ext. 206 or 215 

 Deadline for application/registration is September 15, 2016 

 

IA DNR 
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By Andy Meier, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul District 

The Vegetation Committee of the Wildlife Technical 

Section will be piloting a new UMRCC vegetation 

sampling initiative focused on terrestrial vegetation 

in summer 2016.  A group of about 25 people from 

state and federal agencies will convene on August 

2 (rain-date August 3) in the Reno Bottoms, on the 

north end of Pool 9, to re-measure permanent forest 

inventory plots first measured in 2006. 

Data generated from this effort will provide first of 

its kind information on the growth of individual trees 

over a decade in the Upper Miss and on stand and 

landscape level forest health and growth trajectories 

in the Reno Bottoms.  The data will also be used to 

inform a planning process currently underway     

targeted at developing management and restoration  

Pool 9 Forest Inventory  

objectives and approaches for the Reno Bottoms.  These data may also be incorporated into a scientific publication documenting 

tree health and growth trends along the Upper Mississippi River.  

Though crews have been assigned for this experience, anyone still interested in participating should contact   

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul District forester Andy Meier (phone 651-290-5899), regarding any  

remaining needs for personnel. 

Pool 8 Aquatic Vegetation Sampling  

By Ruth Nissen, WI Department of Natural Resources 

UMRCC aquatic plant sampling this year is scheduled for Pool 8 on August 25th  with August 26th as the rain date. 

Please reply to Ruth.Nissen if you would like to participate. 

Pool 3 was also scheduled for sampling but the Water Level Management and Environmental Management         

Program plans have changed for that pool. Plant sampling here has therefore been cancelled.  

Andy Beebe (Audubon Minnesota) and Amber Rodgers (Upper Miss       

Refuge, McGregor District) train to lead forestry plot sampling crews . 

 UMR Pool 8 - Reno Bottoms 

USFWS 

A. Meier 

Calendar 
 Join Us Out Here!  

 Join Us Out Here!  

mailto:Andrew.R.Meier@usace.army.mil
mailto:Ruth.Nissen@wisconsin.gov
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9 

UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Wildlife 

Bill H.R. #5334 Sponsor: E. Stefanik (NY-21)                                                                                                   
UMR Co-sponsors: T. Walz (MN-1), E. Paulson 
(MN-3)  

A bill to permit the United States Postal Service 
to  issue a semipostal stamp known as the 
“Combating Invasive Species Semipostal Stamp” 
to afford a convenient way for members of the 
public to contribute to Department of the Interior 
and Department of Agriculture programs that 
combat invasive species.  Introduced in the House 
and referred to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, the House Natural Resources 
Committee, and the House Agriculture Committee 
(25 May 2016); referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Federal lands and the House Subcommittee 
on Conservation and Forestry (3 Jun 2016). 

 

Bill H.R. #5538 Sponsor: D. Young (AK)                                                                                                   
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill to make appropriations for the Department 
of the Interior, environment, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and 
for other purposes.  Introduced in the House and   
referred to the House Committee on Appropriations 
(21 Jun 2016); passed in House (14 Jul 2016). 

Calendar 

Fall Fish, Mussel, and Wildlife Tech Meetings
 

By Travis Moore, MO Department of Conservation 

camping gear like you did in Iowa last fall, or you can bring a 

camper with you.  There is plenty of space for either. 

We’ve investigated several options to alleviate competition for 

showers but haven’t found an easy and cost effective option…

yet.  We’ll continue to look for other options.  In the meantime, 

let the bidding begin for prime showering times!  Do I hear 

$100? 

Several hotels are in nearby Hannibal for 

those who want to stay in town.  All meetings 

and meals will be held at the farm.   More 

details will be available soon. 

The UMRCC Fall Fish, Mussel, and Wildlife Technical   

meetings will be held at Golden Eagle Farms, Tuesday 

to Thursday, October 4 – 6.  Some of you may remember this 

property from an annual meeting networking event held there 

several years ago (think trapshooting).  Golden Eagle Farms is 

about 20 minutes southwest of Hannibal, Missouri.  

While we will get the use of the property and its facilities for 

free, it does have its limitations.  There are a limited number 

of beds and showers.  We will assign beds to folks who most 

need them.  For everyone else, we encourage you to bring 

camping gear like you did in Iowa last fall, or you can bring a 

camper with you.  There is plenty of space for either. 

Bill H.R. #5650, Sponsor: K. Calvert (CA-42)                                                                                                   
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill to amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration Act to make funds available for    
management of fish and wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need as determined by State fish and 
wildlife agencies.  Introduced in the House and   
referred to the House Committee on Natural        
Resources  (6 Jul 2016); refereed to the                
Subcommittee on Federal Lands (13 Jul 2016). 

 

Bill H.R. #5895, Sponsor: L. Slaughter (NY-25)                                                                                                   
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill to establish an improved regulatory process 
to prevent the introduction and establishment in 
the United States of injurious wildlife.  Introduced 
in the House and referred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources, the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, the House Ways and Means Committee, and 
the House Budget Committee (14 Jul 2016). 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Janet Sternburg - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO 

UMRCC Vice-Chairperson 

Bradford Parson - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN 

UMRCC Board Members 

Martin Konrad - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Kevin Irons - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA 

Nick Schlesser - Fish Section Chairperson - Minnesota DNR - Lake City, MN 

Jeff Horn - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Illinois DNR - Savanna, IL 

Molly Sobotka - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Jackson, MO 

Joel Heyn - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Minneosta DNR - Elgin, MN 

Travis Moore - Mussel Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Hannibal, MO 

Brenda Kelley & Ruth Nissen - OREIT Section Co-Chairs - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Sam Finney - Interim Coordinator - USFWS - Onalaska, WI 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the          

preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, 

plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

Coordinator’s Quiz 

The Spring Newsletter quiz question was  –  What manufacturing 

byproduct was responsible for the first complaints of pollution in the 

Upper Mississippi River during the 1870s?   

 Answer:  Sawdust       Mark Cornish sent in the first correct answer. 

The Quiz Question for the Summer Newsletter is –  

Name the Civil War commander who earlier in his career, as an       

attorney, successfully defended the Chicago and Rock 

Island Railway Company in a legal suit alleging it  

unlawfully obstructed navigation on the UMR with its 

Davenport-Rock Island bridge, causing the side-

wheeler Effie Afton to sink near Credit Island on the 

evening of May 6, 1856. 

MN Historical Society 

A saw mill in Springdale, Minnesota. 

The first railroad bridge to cross the Mississippi River. 

The first correct answer e-mailed to sam_finney@fws.gov wins a prize.  
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