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Spring 2015 

  The UMRCC Newsletter 

 This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee 

(UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC.  Suggestions or 

comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 555 Lester Avenue,  

Onalaska, WI 54650. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (umrcc@mississippi-river.com) 

or phone (608.783.8432) and visit our website at http://www.mississippi-river.com/umrcc. 

Chairman‟s Letter 

For those of you who could not attend our spring meeting in St. Louis, our Technical Section meetings were 

filled with business.  Fisheries Tech Section members from each state agency will hold a fishing event along the 

river in celebration of the “Year of Fishing.”  The UMRCC will provide funding support for advertising, fishing 

equipment, bait, food, beverages, rental fee, educational materials, and prizes.  The chair of each event should 

submit a written request to Scott Yess to obtain funding.  The Section also formed a committee to update the 

2004 UMRCC Fisheries Compendium. The initial step is to retrieve the old version and convert into a present 

format.  This Section also formed an ad hoc group to address an Asian Carp Management Strategy for the 

UMR.  This group is to track aquatic nuisance species issue and program.  

 

In the OREIT meeting, the decision was made to schedule the OREIT 2016 spring meeting time slot prior to  

other Section meetings in an effort to gain greater participation.  I encourage Sections chairs to assign a mem-

ber or two to attend next spring‟s OREIT meeting. 

 

During the Law Enforcement Technical meeting, Missouri DOC stated it is inspecting every commercial fisher 

for compliance with receipts and record keeping.  A review of reciprocal commercial fishing regulations was 

discussed.  Missouri has formed a Captive Wildlife Task Force to focus on the captive wildlife industry.  Illinois 

DNR may lose up to 30 officers due to budget cuts.  In Illinois a sport fishing license is required of anyone who 

helps a commercial fisher.  Minnesota DNR is currently short 29 officers although all UMR assignments are 

filled.  Minnesota officer is beginning a records management system using note books instead of computers.  

Note books will be carried in the field; paper warning and citations will no longer be used.  Minnesota and Wis-

consin efforts continue to implement the same border fishing regulations. 

 

The Wildlife Technical Section stated that CWD is a concern in all UMRCC states and all states are coopera-

tively exchanging information.  Two vegetation surveys will be conducted in Pool 9 this year.  A regular random 

sample point survey over the whole pool will be conducted and an intensive survey in Lower Pool 9 for the pur-

pose of getting a base line for the Harpers Slough HREP.  By doing two surveys of vegetation in Pool 9 we will 

be able to compare results in the survey and “refine” sampling procedures for the future. 

 

One last note.  Iowa will host fall technical section meetings this year and the UMRCC annual meeting next 

spring.  The spring meeting will most likely be held in Dubuque. 

 
Have a safe 2015 field season. 

Martin Konrad 
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River Resource News  

Railroad Settles Mississippi River Oil Spill Claim
*

 

IOWA CITY, Iowa  (AP) -  A railroad has agreed to pay 

$625,000 to settle allegations that it failed to adequately 

clean up a 2008 oil spill that damaged the shoreline and 

aquatic life in the Mississippi River between Iowa and 

Wisconsin. 

The Dakota Minnesota and Eastern Railroad, a subsidiary 

of Canadian Pacific, would make the payment without  

admitting wrongdoing to resolve a civil complaint filed 

Tuesday by the state of Iowa and the U.S. government. 

The settlement, known as a  consent decree, would cover 

the cost of assessing damage and pay for restoration      

activities.  It's expected to go into effect after a 30-day  

public comment period. 

The case stems from a      

derailment that happened 

July 9, 2008, when a boulder 

dislodged by heavy rains tore 

up a section of the track on 

the river near Guttenberg, 

Iowa.  Four diesel             

locomotives crashed into the 

river and were submerged 

and leaked oil for several days.  Two workers suffered  

minor injuries. 

The complaint alleges that those engines leaked 4,400   

gallons of diesel oil and other petroleum products, causing 

floating slicks of oil and oil sheen along a 10-mile stretch. 

The area of the river, known as the Bluff Slough, is across 

from Cassville, Wisconsin. 

Few birds or fish died, but other slower-moving aquatic 

life that lived in or near shore habitats were affected by the 

floating oil.  The spill, which came as the river was at 

flood stage, resulted in the loss of mussels that are        

considered endangered and threatened species and damage 

to mayflies, a rare mudpuppy and a water snake, the    

complaint says. 

Much of the oil on the shoreline wasn't cleaned up, while 

some of it stuck to sediments that flowed  downstream in 

the high and turbulent waters, the complaint said. 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources spokesman Kevin 

Baskins said the restoration work will include   

re-establishing mussel beds that were disturbed when the 

company built a platform to remove the locomotives.  A 

damaged parking lot will also be repaired. 

"We're glad to have the opportunity to restore a sensitive area 

of the river," he said. "Anytime we can make an effort to  

increase mussel survival and production, it's something that's 

real positive for the ecosystem as a whole." 

After the derailment, state officials worried that the railroad 

took too long to remove the engines from the river and to 

respond to the environmental threat they posed. 

Workers deployed booms to  contain the discharged oil, used 

pads to absorb floating oil,      

removed oiled vegetation and 

eventually  re-railed the          

locomotives and grain cars, the 

complaint said.  However, the 

response "was not able to       

remediate the entire area affected 

by the discharge incident" and 

didn't address oil that sank in the 

river.  The complaint alleged a 

violation of the Oil Pollution Act. 

Canadian Pacific spokesman Andy Cummings called the  

derailment an "unusual incident," saying the company is 

pleased to have the complaint resolved. 

The consent decree says the payment would avoid           

complicated litigation and expedite restoration work.       

Government lawyers can withdraw the settlement if public 

comments "disclose facts or considerations" that show it to 

be inadequate. 

Wally Taylor, a Cedar Rapids environmental attorney, said 

he will consider filing a comment on behalf of the Sierra 

Club. 

"It sounds like it's not nearly enough," he said of the         

settlement. "I suspect the company probably resisted pretty 

strongly but that the government didn't want to really take 

them to court." 

*Published 10 Dec 2014 in the St. Louis Post

-Dispatch; reprinted with permission of the 

Associated Press 2015. 

Train derailment near  

Guttenberg, IA - July 2008 
IA DNR 
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River Resource News  

Recovery/Assessment Begins After Train Derailment
* 

DUBUQUE – A clean-up is slated to begin on Thursday 

(February 5) to recover ethanol on land and on the iced-covered 

surface of the Mississippi River following a train derailment  

that occurred Wednesday (February 4) north of Dubuque. 

There was a fire associated with the derailment on Wednesday, 

but it has burned out.  There are three of the rail tankers in the 

water and a total of eight of the cars lost at least some ethanol.   

It is believed that one may have still have been leaking as of 

Thursday afternoon. 

Water sampling has also begun.  The initial plan calls for the 

river to be sampled along the east side, 

the west side and in the middle, every 

6,000 feet downstream from where the 

derailment occurred for approximately 

10 miles. Additional water samples 

will be taken from 1,000 feet upstream 

from the incident site, as well as sam-

pling from Mud Lake on the Iowa side 

of the river and Sunfish Lake on the 

Wisconsin side of the river.  The water 

will be sampled for dissolved oxygen, 

ethanol and for petroleum products. 

The primary concern associated with the spill is the threat to  

fish and other aquatic life.  Ethanol in the water depletes        

oxygen.  There are concerns about the potential impact to      

mussel beds along the river in the area where the spill occurred 

because mussels do not have the ability to easily move away 

when oxygen levels begin to sag.  The segment of the river that 

has been impacted is within the Upper Mississippi River       

National Wildlife and Fish Refuge. 

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources plans to sample fish 

collected from fishermen to sample for any potential contaminants 

and ensure that fish caught from the river are safe to eat.  Open 

water holes near the tips of wing dams and near the lock and dam 

will be monitored for signs of dead fish since significant portions  

of the river are currently iced over preventing fish mortality from 

being readily observed. 

Offloading what is left in the derailed tank cars was scheduled to 

begin Thursday afternoon.  Once the remaining material can be 

offloaded and accounted for, estimates of how much ethanol may 

have reached the river can be made. 

There is approximately one-half of an 

acre of ethanol that pooled on the ground 

and froze on the land side of the track 

where the derailment occurred.  It is    

estimated that approximately one acre of 

ice near the spill was covered.  The plan 

is to use a stream sprayer to thaw the  

ethanol on the land side of the tracks and 

then vacuum the product into a tank.  If 

the technique is successful, a similar  

attempt will be made on the ice to recover 

the ethanol there. 

Assisting in response to the incident have been the Iowa Depart-

ment of Natural Resources (DNR), Dubuque County Conservation 

Board, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Coast Guard, 

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the Sherrill Fire 

Department, the Dubuque Fire Department, the 

Dubuque County Sheriff’s Department and the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

IA DNR 

Ethanol train cars derailed 

near Dubuque  on                 

4 Feb 2015 

There‟ll be Days Like This … And We‟re Ready 

*5 Feb 2015 Iowa DNR news release. 

By Mark Steingraeber, Fishery Biologist, USFWS - La Crosse Fish & Wildlife Conservation Office 

The lyrics of a song made popular in the 1960s by the Shirelles 

state “There’ll be days like this.”   However, after almost three 

decades with the Service and the last two spent at the La Crosse 

FWCO, I’d never had a day like 9 February 2015 before.  Yes, 

I’d previously handled large volumes of river sediment … at 

times requiring chain-of custody protocols … but never in the 

form of frozen slabs requiring a fork lift to safely move them! 

Recovered by vigilant Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

employees at a derailment site near Dubuque (above), five 

slabs of frozen river sediments containing mussels impacted 

(literally) by rail cars were brought to our heated garage where 

the dimensions of each icy slab were measured and recorded. 

Days later, mussel biologist Nathan Eckert (Genoa National Fish 

Hatchery) led a team of biologists and railway agents who sieved 

and meticulously inspected the sediments like forensic scientists 

to identify/enumerate fresh-dead mussels and remnant shells. 

A total of 19 fresh-dead mussels (representing six species) were 

recovered in these efforts and 23 species were identified from relic 

shells.  Based on these data, slab dimensions, and estimates of the 

mussel-bed area impacted by the rail cars and recovery operations, 

natural resource agencies get a good sense of the   

loss of these and other impacted trust resources. 

Days like these we can do without; but we’re                             

ready for them. 
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River Resource News 

Train Derailment & Crude Oil Release - Galena, Illinois 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Emergency Management,  

Emergency Management Daily Situation Report - 19 March 2015 

Response activities continue at the site of the March 

5 Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway 

train derailment and oil spill near Galena, Illinois. 

According to the latest U.S. Environmental         

Protection Agency (EPA) report, air monitors have 

not detected any elevated levels of airborne particles 

or other chemicals, and sampling of surface water in 

the area has not revealed evidence to indicate that 

any spilled product has impacted either the Galena 

or Mississippi Rivers. All damaged tanker cars have 

been cleaned and salvaged.  

Efforts are continuing to clean up oil that was 

spilled on seasonal wetlands next to the railroad 

tracks in order to prevent it from contaminating the 

Galena and/or Mississippi Rivers.  The EPA is  

overseeing the construction of a sheet pile barrier 

that will keep rising Mississippi River water away 

from the wetlands.  Once the sheet pile wall is     

installed, the EPA’s work at the site will be       

complete, and Illinois EPA will oversee the         

remaining cleanup.  The EPA has approved BNSF's 

plan to assess contamination of soil and          

groundwater at the spill location which is necessary 

to develop an environmental remediation plan.    

The next steps will be to excavate and remove           

contaminated soil from the site. 

On March 16, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) requested an emergency consultation 

from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)   

pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 

of 1973, as amended.  The FWS responded on 

March 17, indicating that an investigation had been 

conducted and that there were no 

identified concerns related to        

endangered species. 

Source: DOI’s Office of Environmental 

Policy & Compliance & Environmental Protection Agency 

Mississippi River Diesel Spill 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Emergency Management,  

Emergency Management Daily Situation Report - 20 April 2015 

On April 17, at approximately 9:44 a.m. EDT, an 

underwater 8” pipeline carrying low-sulfur diesel 

fuel across the Cahokia Canal near Hartford, Illinois 

ruptured with, an estimated 1200-3000 gallons of 

product spilled before being secured.  The Cahokia 

Canal leads to the Upper Mississippi River at     

Mississippi River Mile Marker (MM) 194.9.  The 

volume of the released material has since been    

upgraded to 30,000 gallons.  Representatives of the 

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) and an Oil Spill Response     

Organization (OSRO) are on scene.  Booming and 

vacuum truck operations were deployed to contain 

the spill.  An unknown amount of diesel entered the 

Upper Mississippi River.  The USCG has reopened 

the Mississippi River from MM 160 to MM 195 on  

Saturday.  Product fate and effects analysis         

performed by the National Oceanic and                

Atmospheric Administration indicate that little 

product would remain after 24 hours.   

No DOI assets are impacted at this time.  Under the 

current river and weather conditions, adverse effects 

to federally listed, threatened or endangered species 

or critical habitats are unlikely.  The USCG 

acknowledges this is an ongoing response and    

consultation will continue to ensure 

natural resource trustee concerns are 

addressed. 

Source: DOI’s Office of Environmental Policy & Compliance & Environmental Protection Agency 
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River Resource News 

Mississippi River Diesel Spill: An Eyewitness Account 

Mike Clark, Big Muddy Adventures, St. Louis, MO - 18 April 2015 

Yesterday morning (17 April 2015) while paddling across the 

Mississippi on an eco adventure with 15 students and staff of 

Incarnate Word Academy, we were overcome by the extreme 

stench of fuel oil.  As we landed on Mosenthein Island 

preparing to do a trash bash, we began to see the oil slick 

rolling in.  Another major oil spill?  On the eve of the 

anniversary of the BP Gulf disaster?  

 

I called the U.S. Coast Guard to report it and they      

referred me to the National Response Center for such 

disasters.  At the end of my filing of the report while the 

overwhelming fumes and the horrible sight began to give 

me a headache, I asked if they had already received a 

report of this from upstream.  They put me on hold to 

check, and then came back with a definitive "No."   This 

was at 11:05 a.m.  

 

An hour later, the Missouri Department of      

Natural Resources (DNR) called me to confirm 

and asked my location.  I had not contacted the 

MO DNR.  I gave them exact description       

including river mileage and proximity to the St. 

Louis Water intake and treatment plant at Chain 

of Rocks.  Yes this oil spill is in the reach of our 

precious water supply. 

At 2:30 p.m. we returned to our take out having 

still seen no response except for a helicopter fly over, most likely 

U.S. Coast Guard.  After some thought and conversation with my 

friend and river guide, Greg Poleski , I was coaxed into calling 

the news, KMOV and the (St. Louis) Post-Dispatch.  After    

reading the article, I am extremely concerned that either there is a 

lack of factual reporting, if not some form of a cover up to the 

size and scope of the disaster, or there is a grave error in their 

assessment.  

For the record, we took pictures and collected water samplings 

with oil obviously in it.  We watched over 200 pelicans seek   

refuge on a wing dike and sand bar unwilling it seems to enter the 

water with its oily sheen.  We paddled down the Mosenthein 

Chute where the stench and the visual of the slick continued to 

grow.  The immature bald eagle who nests on the island with his 

parents flew circles overhead.  The oil starting to collect on the 

sand and mud of the bank with the signs of game trails and tracks 

coming from the island to the water edge to drink.  

Obviously, the deer, coyote, raccoons, eagles, herons, etc. are in 

trouble on Mosey.  So are we.  This is a refuge.  This island     

survives under the laws of nature.  An oil spill is way, way  

outside of those laws.  But not our laws regarding the protec-

tion against such corporations and people who make so much 

money and have become adept at the cover up, the 

negotiation, the refusal to accept any claim of guilt. 

Final thought.  For fifteen years, I have been        

paddling this amazing reach, the only 11 non-

commercially navigable river miles of the            

Mississippi, with two pristine islands and most of 

its banks in the public trust.  For 12 years, I have 

been guiding this reach, and almost always,    

someone asks "What is that?" as we come into the 

Confluence and look upstream on our beloved  

Mississippi River with the refinery a glaring    

presence on the Illinois side, I mention that it is one 

of our nation's largest refineries and it sits in what 

has always been the American Bottoms.  And it has 

been a never ending concern to me because I do 

not believe, despite all of the assurances, that this 

refinery would not someday, have an "accident" 

and this reach will be poisoned, just as Valdez, and 

the Gulf Coast, and the pipelines all across this 

country have proven. 

 Today, we are witnesses to this.  It saddens me 

greatly.  But moreover, it angers me, that we are 

not rushing in to do whatever we can to fully    

contain, and then begin whatever can be done for a clean up.    

It appalls me that the news organizations have buried this from 

front page, and in fact have simply reported what they have 

received as a press release. 

Who owns the water?  Who are River Citizens?  Will we all 

wake up to the glaring signs that our blue planet is in trouble 

and it is our own making?  Will it be too late? 

As it is, Swimming at Mosey may not 

happen for a while.  I'm gonna run the 

chain this afternoon (18 April 2015) and 

check out the after effects now almost 

two weeks hence. 

I have heard there are dozens and dozens of pipe lines crossing 

the river there.  I'm afraid this incident though small by      

potential is just one of what has been and will be many more.  

They are not going to safe guard as they should, beholden to 

the financial shareholders as they are.  But you know all that.  

Missouri Coalition for Environment may take this and run with 

it. 

Water   

Intake  

Oil 

Source     
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River Resource News 

Friends of Pool 9 River Clean-Up 

On April 18th, a beautiful 

spring day, I along with retired 

Wisconsin Department of   

Natural Resources river    

wildlife biologist, John      

Wetzel, participated in the 

Mississippi River Pool 9 clean-

up.  It was organized by a local 

friends group, The Friends of 

Pool 9.  There were 120 volun-

teers who pulled several thou-

sand pounds of railroad iron from the river and 

cleaned 6 miles of dike road, collecting 50 bags of 

garbage; in all, an effort totaling a collection of over 

20,000 pounds of trash!  The Friends Group Vice- 

President, John Verdon, said “It is a good feeling to 

be part of the solution to the problem.”   

I was stationed in the Reno Bottoms area of Pool 9 

that day and for me, added benefits of participation  

in the clean-up included seeing a 

variety of wildlife including dozens 

of bald eagles guarding their nests, 

pairs of mallards, blue winged teal 

and wood ducks, great blue herons 

fishing for a meal and turtles sun-

ning themselves in the warm sun-

shine. 

Working together we assisted with 

the clean-up of a great resource we 

are all passionate about and I had 

the additional fortune of having a tour guide who 

shared a wealth of institutional knowledge about the 

backwater sloughs of Reno Bottoms.   

Although we traveled by boat, the USFWS has an 

established canoe trail that takes 

you through the meandering 

backwaters.  If you haven’t been 

there, I recommend the trip.   

By Brenda Kelly, Mississippi River Wildlife Biologist, WI DNR  

Brenda Kelly and John Wetzel proudly display 

some of the refuse they recovered from Pool 9. 

Calendar 

Meetings, Conferences, and Events 

The 4th Biennial Symposium of the International Society for River Science (ISRS) 2015 is being hosted by the 

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse River Studies Center in collaboration with the United States Geological    

Survey Upper Midwest Environmental Science Center, Winona State University Large River Studies Center, 

and the University of New England, Austrialia. The three most recent biennial symposia were held in St.         

Petersburg, FL, USA (2009); Berlin, Germany (2011); and Beijing, PRC (2013).  

The 2015 ISRS conference in La Crosse (WI) will focus on the theme of connectivity to, within, and among      

riverine landscapes; explore the geomorphic, chemical, and biological implications of connectivity in rivers; and 

develop broader themes of human social and cultural connectivity mediated by river systems around the world. 

For more information, e-mail Roger Haro, Ron Rada or Mark Sandheinrich at ISRS2015@uwlax.edu. 

For questions or registration, e-mail conted@uwlax.edu or call 608-785-6504 

P. Verdon 
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Calendar 

Floodplain Forest Workshop                                                              

September 15-17, 2015  Dubuque, Iowa 

• Focus on Bottomland Forest Issues Pertinent to   

 • Research 

 • Management 

 •Restoration Opportunities 

• Field Trip Included 

• Contact Tim Shlagenhaft (651-764-4242; tschlagenhaft@audubon.org) for details  
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Pam Thiel‟s influential contributions to the protection 

and conservation of the fish and mussel resources and 

water quality of the Upper Mississippi River (UMR) 

have spanned four decades. During those years she 

worked in the role of scientist and resource manager, 

becoming a resource expert who combined learning, 

decision-making, application, and action.  In addition, 

she has been a powerful voice on river issues, presenting 

evidence and positive suggestions for research and  

management to audiences ranging from farmers,       

political groups, NGO‟s, private industries, and       

Congressional representatives. She broke the trail for 

many women who have decided to spend their           

conservation careers on the UMR. 

In the field of science, Pam conducted 

numerous studies of UMR fisheries 

and mussel resources and                

relationships associated with issues 

that continue to be top priority      

concerns of the rivers‟ conservation 

agencies.  She helped document the 

potential impacts of water use and 

increased temperature resulting from 

power generation.  She participated in 

early surveys and relocation studies of 

native mussels to improve our 

knowledge of their distribution and 

susceptibility to pollution, over-

harvesting, commercial navigation, 

and invasive species.  She helped doc-

ument the spread of Zebra mussels 

throughout the UMR.  She assisted on baseline studies 

of walleye and sauger recruitment that were vital to the 

development of consistent fishing regulations across 

UMR states. 

During the creation of the Master Plan for the Upper 

Mississippi River System (UMRS), Pam was an active 

member on the team of scientists that completed the 

first comprehensive UMRS monitoring plan.  The plan 

later became a fundamental reference document for the 

Environmental Management Program, and helped to  

convince the Corps of Engineers and Congress that 

UMR biologists were ready to implement systemic 

monitoring.  Later, as a staff member of the Long 

Term Resource Monitoring Program, she directed   

invertebrate monitoring activities, and in 1993 helped 

create an operating plan for the program that still   

continues to influence that program‟s structure and 

function.  She contributed river invertebrate status       

information to one of the first  status and trend reports 

written for the UMRS.  In appreciation for her own 

scientific work, and her broader support of all UMR 

science, Pam was awarded the Mississippi River       

Research Consortium‟s Friends of the River award.   

As a habitat project manager with the Wisconsin      

Department of Natural Resources, Pam documented 

levels of dissolved oxygen and water 

quality at Lansing Dike on Pool 9,    

setting the stage for quantifying the  

impacts of habitat restoration.  During 

her time as the Fishery Project Leader 

for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Pam was a key director and coordina-

tor of numerous projects and            

programs.  She orchestrated such    

programs as the round goby roundups 

in Chicago-area waterways, the       

gateway for invasive species between 

the Great Lakes and the UMRS.  Pam 

was also instrumental in re-establishing 

the FWS Region 3 Dive Team, which 

significantly increased the Service‟s 

contribution to restoration efforts of rare and endan-

gered mussels. 

She has been an active participant on multiple-agency 

collaborations for monitoring and control of invasive 

species, including Asian Carp.  More recently, Pam  

directed USFWS activities in support of the National 

Fish Habitat Program, supervising and mentoring the 

coordinators of two separate Partnerships that address 

problems across the Driftless Area and the entire     

Upper Mississippi River Basin.  Additionally              

 2015 UMRCC Conservation Award 
Pam Thiel, a long-time member of the UMRCC who retired in 2013, received the UMRCC Conservation 

Award at the 2015 UMRCC Annual Meeting.  Listed below is the nomination that was submitted on her  

behalf by Ann Runstrom, Fishery Biologist, USFWS - La Crosse Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office. 

Continued on Page 9 

WI DNR 

Pam Thiel received the Conservation Award 

at the recent UMRCC meeting in  Missouri. 
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Continued from Page 8 

 2015 UMRCC Conservation Award 

noteworthy were her professional interactions to        

improve the management of regulated rivers abroad,  as 

well as those that benefit Native American cultures here 

in the U.S.  Pam has demonstrated her broader concerns 

for the Mississippi River, and her desire to learn from 

colleagues in other agencies, by contributing actively to 

the Fish, Mussel, and Water Quality Technical Sections 

of the UMRCC, and committing the time to attend 30 

annual meetings. 

The above material documents Pam‟s contributions to 

the UMR in a quantitative way.   However, Pam‟s      

colleagues may remember her most for the qualitative, 

professional way she did her job every day, month and 

year.  She never called attention to her own individual 

needs.  Whenever important conservation discussions 

started focusing too much on a program‟s budget or an 

agencies reputation, Pam acted as one of our model river 

conservationists by reminding us that “it‟s about the  

resource”, a phrase that has long characterized the grass

-roots value system of UMRCC members.  From the  

perspective of professionalism, with colleagues and with 

individuals “from the other side”, Pam has set the bar as 

high as possible.  Her calm demeanor, easy laugh, and 

common sense helped stay the course during numerous 

conflict situations.  Her ability to distinguish the trivial 

from the important saved days and weeks of wheel-

spinning at coordination meetings.    

In her last position, Pam supervised, mentored and   

provided moral support to more than 30 employees.   

During those years and many before, she passed along 

many of the personal characteristics that allowed her to 

“achieve from the important saved days and weeks of 

wheel-spinning at coordination meetings.    

In her last position, Pam supervised, mentored and 

provided moral support to more than 30 employees.  

During those years and many before, she passed along 

many of the personal characteristics that allowed her to 

“achieve and succeed” regardless of temporary agency 

or office setbacks, including reorganizations and   

budget cuts.  No matter what type of crisis might be 

taking place beyond her immediate office, Pam had a 

way of instilling in her employees a sense of stability 

and a real team atmosphere.   At work, everyone knew 

they were in a good place.   Pam‟s employees held her 

in such great esteem that they created and awarded her 

their own “Most Awesome Project Leader Award”.   

As a testament to the positive environment she         

harbored, not a single employee left to take a position 

elsewhere during her 20 year tenure as the La Crosse 

Project Leader.   

The UMRCC benefited greatly from Pam‟s               

contributions, and will be very lucky in the future to 

attract people with her work ethic, leadership skills, 

patience, and persistence.  I consider 

it a privilege and honor to nominate 

Pam Thiel for the UMRCC‟s       

conservation award in 2015.   

 2015 Rachel Carson Award 

By Doug Aloisi, Hatchery Manager, USFWS - Genoa National Fish Hatchery 

Nathan Eckert, a mussel propagation biologist for 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Genoa (WI)        

National Fish Hatchery and a key member of the 

UMRCC Mussel Technical Section, recently received 

the 2014 Rachel Carson Award for Scientific         

Excellence from Service Director Dan Ashe. 

Considered one of the highest honorary awards in 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the award recog-

nized Nathan for pursuit of applied conservation  

science methods that has led to 

extraordinary results in fish 

and wildlife conservation. 

Nathan has dedicated his       

professional career to the       

conservation of freshwater    

mussels. The extraordinary    

results of his work include    

mussel culture techniques that  

Continued on Page 10 

Nathan Eckert received the 

2015 Rachel Carson Award 

for his accomplishments in 

native mussel conservation. 

USFWS 
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 2015 Rachel Carson Award 
Continued from Page 9 

allow for the mass production of young mussels.  With 

Nathan's help, Genoa National Fish Hatchery has      

produced 14.7 million mussels spanning 17 species.  He 

has also successfully grown fawnsfoot and pistolgrip 

mussels, previously never cultured by the Service.      

Additionally, Nathan has published a host study for the 

cylindrical papershell, an Iowa state listed species, which 

identifies new hosts for future propagation efforts.  His 

expertise is also being used by researchers at the Upper 

Midwest Environmental Science Center who are looking 

for ways to kill invasive zebra mussels and Asian carp 

without harming native mussel populations.  “The fact 

that I've been selected for an award named after Rachel 

Carson, a pioneer in this field, is very humbling,” said 

Eckert in response to receiving the award.  “If anything, 

I feel like this recognition means that now I need to do 

exceptional work and prove that the accolades were   

deserved.”  

A champion for mussel research and recovery, Nathan‟s 

work focuses on a commonly over-looked group of      

animals.  Well hidden in rivers and streambeds,     

mussels are silently falling prey to pollution and      

invasive animals.  More than half of the Midwest     

Region‟s 78 mussel species are in danger of extinction.  

An example of the profound impact an individual can 

have on conservation efforts, his work has directly  

resulted in the release of more than 50,000 threatened 

or endangered mussels into waterways in the Upper 

Mississippi River Basin.  Nathan's enthusiasm for 

mussel research is matched by his commitment to 

working with partners.  He commonly coordinates  

recovery efforts with federal, state and local partners.  

Considered an expert in his field when it comes to 

mussel identification, propagation biology, and    

freshwater mussel life-history, he serves as a valuable 

resource for his colleagues. 

The Genoa hatchery congratulates     

Nathan on his award and looks forward 

to the future scientific achievements of 

him and all of our staff!  

UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Water Resources 

Bill H.R. #1278, Sponsor: L. Capps (CA-24)        
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill to authorize the Administrator of the      
Environmental Protection Agency to establish a 
program of awarding grants to owners or         
operators of water systems to increase resiliency 
or adaptability of the systems to any ongoing or 
forecasted changes to the hydrologic conditions of 
a region of the United States.  Introduced (4 Mar 
2015) and referred to the House Subcommittee on 
Water, Power and Oceans (23 Mar 2015). 

Bill H.R. #972, Sponsor: J. McDermott (WA-7)        
UMR Co-sponsors: None 

A bill to, in part, establish emission reduction  
targets for 2016 through 2060 decreasing from 
90% to 20% of the carbon dioxide equivalents 
emitted in the United States in 2005.   Introduced 
(13 Feb 2015) and referred to the House           
Subcommittee on Energy and Power (20 Feb 
2015). 

Climate Change 
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UMR-Related Congressional Legislation 

Water Resources 

Bill H.R. #2028, Sponsor: M. Simpson (ID-2)        
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

A bill that, in part, provides appropriations for 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers civil works       
projects, including for Investigations,             
Construction, Mississippi River and Tributaries, 
Operation and Maintenance, Flood Control and 
Coastal Emergencies, Expenses, and the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil 
Works.  Introduced 24 Apr 2015; referred to,     
received in, and read (twice) at the Senate        
Committee on Appropriations (5 May 2015). 

Bill H.R. #1370, Sponsor: S. Graves (MO-6)                 
UMR Co-sponsors: None 

A bill to direct the Chief of the Army Corps of  
Engineers to revise certain authorized purposes 
described in the Missouri River Mainstem        
Reservoir System Master Water Control Manual.      
Introduced (16 Mar 2015) and referred to the 
House Subcommittee on Water Resources and    
Environment (17 Mar 2015). 

House Amendment #207 to Bill H.R. #2028,            
Sponsor: B. Luetkemeyer (MO-3)                  
UMR Co-sponsor: None 

An amendment No. 16 printed in the              
Congressional Record to prohibit use of funds for 
the Missouri River Ecosystem Restoration       
Program (MRERP).  Introduced and agreed to by 
voice vote  (1 May 2015). 

Bill H.R. #578, Sponsor: B. Gibbs (OH-7)       
UMR Co-sponsors: None 

A bill to protect the right of individuals to bear 
arms at water resources development projects 
administered by the Secretary of the Army, and 
for other purposes.  Referred to the House       
Subcommittee on Water Resources an                 
Environment  (29 Jan 2015). 

Bill H.R. #1623, Sponsor: S. Graves (MO-3)        
UMR Co-sponsors: A. Wagner (MO-2),              
B. Luetkemeyer (MO-3), and J. Smith (MO-8) 

A bill to amend the Federal Water Pollution  
Control Act to increase the length of time for a 
certain permit.   Introduced (25 Mar 2015);       
referred to the House Committee on                
Transportation and Infrastructure (25 Mar 2015) 
and the Subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment (26 Mar 2015). 

Water Resources 

Bill S. #1074, Sponsor: Sen. T. Baldwin (MN)                  
UMR Co-sponsors: Sen R. Johnson (WI) 

A bill to clarify the status of the North Country, 
Ice Age, and New England National Scenic Trails 
as units of the National Park System, and for  
other purposes.  Introduced and referred to the 
Senate Committee on energy and Natural           
Resources (23 Apr 2015). 

Bill H.R. #2014, Sponsor: R. Kind (WI-3)                
UMR Co-sponsor: T. Walz (MN-1) 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
carry out programs and activities that connect 
Americans, especially children, youth, and     
families, with the outdoors.  Introduced and      
referred to the House Committee on Natural      
Resources and the Committee on Energy and  
Commerce (23 Apr 2015). 

Outdoor Recreation 

Bill H.R. #483 Sponsor: J. Kline (MN-2)                 
UMR Co-sponsors: None 

A bill to prohibit treatment of gray wolves in  
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan as             
endangered species, and for other purposes.      
Introduced (10 Feb 2015) and referred to the House 
Subcommittee on Federal Lands (16 Mar 2015). 

Wildlife & Endangered Species 
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Coordinator’s Comments 

Of course the major event to discuss for the Spring Newsletter is the Annual Meeting which happened to 

be a joint meeting with the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society (FMCS).  This was a fantastic idea 

and the event could not have been better.  For those of you who were lucky enough to attend both       

sessions I am sure you were impressed by the fantastic projects and work being conducted by both     

organizations.  This was my first ever FMCS meeting and it was truly a treat!  This group rocks and 

gets things accomplished.  Many thanks to the planning team from FMCS and Missouri Department of 

Conservation for holding such an informative and motivating meeting.   I definitely intend to get to 

more FMCS meetings in the future.  Highlights from the UMRCC side of things were many and varied 

including the selection of Pam Thiel as the UMRCC Conservation Award Winner (see page 7).       

Certainly I want to thank Ron Benjamin for his leadership as UMRCC Chair during 2014 along with 

all the Tech Chairs.  Martin Konrad will step in as the UMRCC Chair for 2015.  There are two       

outgoing Tech Chairs that I‟d like to highlight: Rich Lewis for Mussel Tech and Matt Wolken for 

Law Enforcement (LE).  All the Executive Board Chairs do this work as an added task to their already 

busy schedules so they truly deserve our thanks .  Our returning Tech Chairs are as follows: Water 

Quality – John Olson; Wildlife – Mike Griffin (Grif); 

Fisheries – Scott Gritters; OREIT – TBD.  Travis 

Moore is our new Mussel Tech Chair and Randy   

Schnoebelen will be Chair for LE.  I again want to thank 

Bernie Schonhoff for keeping our funds in order as 

UMRCC Treasurer.   I would be remise if I did not     

mention the outstanding retiree contingent this               

organization has and leading the way is Tom Boland who 

received the first ever UMRCC 40-year River Rat Award! 

We certainly want to inform folks of the Tech Section 

highlights which include, but are not limited to: Wildlife - 

approved UMRCC funding to analyze the vegetation data collected over the UMR Pools; Fisheries - 

their work on the Asian Carp front will be enhanced with the formation of an ad-hoc committee         

addressing this issue, updating the fisheries  compendium and the „Year of Fishing‟ events being funded 

by UMRCC will be projects for 2015;  Water Quality - continues work on the Strategic Monitoring 

Plan and ways to be more efficient on spill response; OREIT - in search of a Chair so this is an          

excellent opportunity for a great state employee to lead this very important Section (if interested please 

contact your state delegate); Mussels - just delivered thousands of copies of the very popular mussel ID 

booklet and this section is scheduling numerous field activities for 2015 (don‟t forget about the Iowa 

Blitz!);  and Law Enforcement - very active on joint projects and continues to work on uniform    

regulations. 

                           Scott Yess 

All smiles, life appears to be treating retired UMRCC members 

well!  From left to right: Al Buchanan, Bill Aspelmeier,        

Pam Thiel, John Pitlo, and Tom Boland. 

USFWS 
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UMRCC Chairperson 

 Martin Konrad - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

 

UMRCC Board Members 

Janet Sternburg - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DOC - Jefferson City, MO 

Bradford Parsons - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN 

Kevin Irons - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Ron Benjamin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI 

Bernie Schonhoff - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR, Muscatine, IA 

Scott Gritters - Fish Section Chairperson - Iowa DNR - Bellevue, IA 

Mike Griffin - Wildlife Section Chairperson -  Iowa DNR - Bellevue, IA 

John Olson - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Iowa DNR - Des Moines, IA 

Randy Schnoebelen - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Missouri DOC - Kirksville, MO 

Travis Moore - Mussel Section Chairperson - Illinois DNR - Springfield, IL 

Vacant - OREIT Section Chairperson 

Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN 

Scott Yess - Coordinator - USFWS - Onalaska, WI 

 

The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943with the goal to: “Promote the preservation 

and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies, plans, and 

programs for conducting cooperative studies”. 

Coordinator’s Quiz 

The Winter Newsletter quiz question was  –  From Red Wing to Dubuque, 

what was the average number of winter anglers on the river in the late 

1940‟s per winter season?   

Answer:  25,000   Trevor Cyphers sent in the first correct answer. 

The Quiz Question for the Spring Newsletter is –  By what year did lumber 

camps on the St. Croix River send logs to the Mississippi River?  

The first correct answer emailed to Scott_yess@fws.gov wins a prize! 

USFWS 


